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(A) has not attained 18 years of age; or 
(B) has not attained 19 years of age and is 

a full-time student in a secondary school (or 
in the equivalent level of vocational or tech-
nical training). 

(3) Fiscal year 

The term ‘‘fiscal year’’ means any 12-month 
period ending on September 30 of a calendar 
year. 

(4) Indian, Indian tribe, and tribal organiza-
tion 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
the terms ‘‘Indian’’, ‘‘Indian tribe’’, and 
‘‘tribal organization’’ have the meaning 
given such terms by section 5304 of title 25. 

(B) Special rule for Indian tribes in Alaska 

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ means, with re-
spect to the State of Alaska, only the 
Metlakatla Indian Community of the An-
nette Islands Reserve and the following 
Alaska Native regional nonprofit corpora-
tions: 

(i) Arctic Slope Native Association. 
(ii) Kawerak, Inc. 
(iii) Maniilaq Association. 
(iv) Association of Village Council Presi-

dents. 
(v) Tanana Chiefs Conference. 
(vi) Cook Inlet Tribal Council. 
(vii) Bristol Bay Native Association. 
(viii) Aleutian and Pribilof Island Asso-

ciation. 
(ix) Chugachmuit. 
(x) Tlingit Haida Central Council. 
(xi) Kodiak Area Native Association. 
(xii) Copper River Native Association. 

(5) State 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, 
the term ‘‘State’’ means the 50 States of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United 
States Virgin Islands, Guam, and American 
Samoa. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 419, as added 
Pub. L. 104–193, title I, § 103(a)(2), Aug. 22, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2159.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Par. (4) of this section effective Oct. 1, 1996, with re-
mainder of section effective July 1, 1997, with transi-
tion rules relating to State options to accelerate such 
date, rules relating to claims, actions, and proceedings 
commenced before such date, rules relating to closing 
out of accounts for terminated or substantially modi-
fied programs and continuance in office of Assistant 
Secretary for Family Support, and provisions relating 
to termination of entitlement under AFDC program, 
see section 116 of Pub. L. 104–193, as amended, set out 
as a note under section 601 of this title.

PART B—CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(1), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 649, substituted ‘‘Child and Family Services’’ for 
‘‘Child Welfare Services’’ in part B heading. 

Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 
911, added part B heading.

SUBPART 1—STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES CHILD 
WELFARE SERVICES PROGRAM

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–351, title I, § 102(c), Oct. 7, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3956, substituted ‘‘Stephanie Tubbs Jones Child Welfare 
Services Program’’ for ‘‘Child Welfare Services’’ in sub-
part heading. 

Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(1), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 649, added subpart 1 heading. 

§ 620. Repealed. Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(a), Sept. 28, 
2006, 120 Stat. 1244

Section, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 420, as 
added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 911; amended Pub. L. 92–603, title IV, § 412, Oct. 30, 
1972, 86 Stat. 1492; Pub. L. 96–272, title I, § 103(a), June 
17, 1980, 94 Stat. 516; Pub. L. 98–369, div. B, title VI, 
§ 2663(c)(8), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 1166; Pub. L. 101–239, 
title X, § 10401(a), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 2487, authorized 
appropriations for child welfare services. See section 
625 of this title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 2006, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
calendar quarters beginning on or after such date, see 
section 12(a) of Pub. L. 109–288, set out as an Effective 
Date of 2006 Amendment note under section 621 of this 
title. 

§ 621. Purpose 

The purpose of this subpart is to promote 
State flexibility in the development and expan-
sion of a coordinated child and family services 
program that utilizes community-based agencies 
and ensures all children are raised in safe, lov-
ing families, by—

(1) protecting and promoting the welfare of 
all children; 

(2) preventing the neglect, abuse, or exploi-
tation of children; 

(3) supporting at-risk families through serv-
ices which allow children, where appropriate, 
to remain safely with their families or return 
to their families in a timely manner; 

(4) promoting the safety, permanence, and 
well-being of children in foster care and adop-
tive families; and 

(5) providing training, professional develop-
ment and support to ensure a well-qualified 
child welfare workforce. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 421, as added 
Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(b)(3), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 
1244.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 621, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 421, as added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 
1968, 81 Stat. 912, and amended, which related to allot-
ments to States, was renumbered section 423 of act 
Aug. 14, 1935, by Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(b)(2), Sept. 28, 2006, 
120 Stat. 1244, and transferred to section 623 of this 
title.
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1 See References in Text note below. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 12, Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1255, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act [see Short Title of 2006 Amendment note set 
out under section 1305 of this title], the amendments 
made by this Act shall take effect on October 1, 2006, 
and shall apply to payments under parts B and E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq., 
670 et seq.] for calendar quarters beginning on or after 
such date, without regard to whether regulations to 
implement the amendments are promulgated by such 
date. 

‘‘(b) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—If the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices determines that State legislation (other than leg-
islation appropriating funds) is required in order for a 
State plan developed pursuant to subpart 1 of part B [42 
U.S.C. 620 et seq.], or a State plan approved under sub-
part 2 of part B [42 U.S.C. 629 et seq.] or part E [42 
U.S.C. 670 et seq.], of title IV of the Social Security Act 
to meet the additional requirements imposed by the 
amendments made by this Act, the plan shall not be re-
garded as failing to meet any of the additional require-
ments before the 1st day of the 1st calendar quarter be-
ginning after the first regular session of the State leg-
islature that begins after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Sept. 28, 2006]. If the State has a 2-year legis-
lative session, each year of the session is deemed to be 
a separate regular session of the State legislature. 

‘‘(c) AVAILABILITY OF PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE 
FAMILIES RESOURCES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006.—Section 
3(c) [120 Stat. 1235] shall take effect on the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Sept. 28, 2006].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(e)(2), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 
915, provided that: ‘‘Part B of title IV of the Social Se-
curity Act (as added by subsection (c) of this section) 
[42 U.S.C. 620 et seq.], and the amendments made by 
subsections (a) and (b) of this section [amending sub-
chapter IV and enacting part A heading] shall become 
effective on the date this Act is enacted [Jan. 2, 1968].’’

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 2, Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1233, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The Congress finds as follows: 

‘‘(1) For Federal fiscal year 2004, child protective 
services (CPS) staff nationwide reported inves-
tigating or assessing an estimated 3,000,000 allega-
tions of child maltreatment, and determined that 
872,000 children had been abused or neglected by their 
parents or other caregivers. 

‘‘(2) Combined, the Child Welfare Services (CWS) 
and Promoting Safe and Stable Families (PSSF) pro-
grams provide States about $700,000,000 per year, the 
largest source of targeted Federal funding in the 
child protection system for services to ensure that 
children are not abused or neglected and, whenever 
possible, help children remain safely with their fami-
lies. 

‘‘(3) A 2003 report by the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) reported that little research is 
available on the effectiveness of activities supported 
by CWS funds—evaluations of services supported by 
PSSF funds have generally shown little or no effect. 

‘‘(4) Further, the Department of Health and Human 
Services recently completed initial Child and Family 
Service Reviews (CFSRs) in each State. No State was 
in full compliance with all measures of the CFSRs. 
The CFSRs also revealed that States need to work to 
prevent repeat abuse and neglect of children, improve 
services provided to families to reduce the risk of fu-
ture harm (including by better monitoring the par-
ticipation of families in services), and strengthen up-
front services provided to families to prevent unnec-
essary family break-up and protect children who re-
main at home. 

‘‘(5) Federal policy should encourage States to in-
vest their CWS and PSSF funds in services that pro-
mote and protect the welfare of children, support 
strong, healthy families, and reduce the reliance on 
out-of-home care, which will help ensure all children 
are raised in safe, loving families. 

‘‘(6) CFSRs also found a strong correlation between 
frequent caseworker visits with children and positive 
outcomes for these children, such as timely achieve-
ment of permanency and other indicators of child 
well-being. 

‘‘(7) However, a December 2005 report by the De-
partment of Health and Human Services Office of In-
spector General found that only 20 States were able 
to produce reports to show whether caseworkers ac-
tually visited children in foster care on at least a 
monthly basis, despite the fact that nearly all States 
had written standards suggesting monthly visits were 
State policy. 

‘‘(8) A 2003 GAO report found that the average ten-
ure for a child welfare caseworker is less than 2 years 
and this level of turnover negatively affects safety 
and permanency for children. 

‘‘(9) Targeting CWS and PSSF funds to ensure chil-
dren in foster care are visited on at least a monthly 
basis will promote better outcomes for vulnerable 
children, including by preventing further abuse and 
neglect. 

‘‘(10) According to the Office of Applied Studies of 
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration, the annual number of new uses of Meth-
amphetamine, also known as ‘meth,’ has increased 72 
percent over the past decade. According to a study 
conducted by the National Association of Counties 
which surveyed 500 county law enforcement agencies 
in 45 states, 88 percent of the agencies surveyed re-
ported increases in meth related arrests starting 5 
years ago. 

‘‘(11) According to the 2004 National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health, nearly 12,000,000 Americans have 
tried methamphetamine. Meth making operations 
have been uncovered in all 50 states, but the most 
wide-spread abuse has been concentrated in the west-
ern, southwestern, and Midwestern United States. 

‘‘(12) Methamphetamine abuse is on the increase, 
particularly among women of child-bearing age. This 
is having an impact on child welfare systems in many 
States. According to a survey administered by the 
National Association of Counties (‘The Impact of 
Meth on Children’), conducted in 300 counties in 13 
states, meth is a major cause of child abuse and ne-
glect. Forty percent of all the child welfare officials 
in the survey reported an increase in out-of-home 
placements because of meth in 2005. 

‘‘(13) It is appropriate also to target PSSF funds to 
address this issue because of the unique strain the 
meth epidemic puts on child welfare agencies. Out-
comes for children affected by meth are enhanced 
when services provided by law enforcement, child 
welfare and substance abuse agencies are integrated.’’

§ 622. State plans for child welfare services 

(a) Joint development 

In order to be eligible for payment under this 
subpart, a State must have a plan for child wel-
fare services which has been developed jointly 
by the Secretary and the State agency des-
ignated pursuant to subsection (b)(1), and which 
meets the requirements of subsection (b). 

(b) Requisite features of State plans 

Each plan for child welfare services under this 
subpart shall—

(1) provide that (A) the individual or agency 
that administers or supervises the administra-
tion of the State’s services program under di-
vision A 1 of subchapter XX will administer or 
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2 So in original. 3 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘provide’’. 

supervise the administration of the plan (ex-
cept as otherwise provided in section 103(d) of 
the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act 
of 1980), and (B) to the extent that child wel-
fare services are furnished by the staff of the 
State agency or local agency administering 
the plan, a single organizational unit in such 
State or local agency, as the case may be, will 
be responsible for furnishing such child wel-
fare services; 

(2) provide for coordination between the 
services provided for children under the plan 
and the services and assistance provided under 
division A 1 of subchapter XX, under the State 
program funded under part A, under the State 
plan approved under subpart 2 of this part, 
under the State plan approved under the State 
plan approved 2 under part E, and under other 
State programs having a relationship to the 
program under this subpart, with a view to 
provision of welfare and related services which 
will best promote the welfare of such children 
and their families; 

(3) include a description of the services and 
activities which the State will fund under the 
State program carried out pursuant to this 
subpart, and how the services and activities 
will achieve the purpose of this subpart; 

(4) contain a description of—
(A) the steps the State will take to provide 

child welfare services statewide and to ex-
pand and strengthen the range of existing 
services and develop and implement services 
to improve child outcomes; and 

(B) the child welfare services staff develop-
ment and training plans of the State;

(5) provide, in the development of services 
for children, for utilization of the facilities 
and experience of voluntary agencies in ac-
cordance with State and local programs and 
arrangements, as authorized by the State; 

(6) provide that the agency administering or 
supervising the administration of the plan will 
furnish such reports, containing such informa-
tion, and participate in such evaluations, as 
the Secretary may require; 

(7) provide for the diligent recruitment of 
potential foster and adoptive families that re-
flect the ethnic and racial diversity of chil-
dren in the State for whom foster and adoptive 
homes are needed; 

(8) provide assurances that the State—
(A) is operating, to the satisfaction of the 

Secretary—
(i) a statewide information system from 

which can be readily determined the sta-
tus, demographic characteristics, location, 
and goals for the placement of every child 
who is (or, within the immediately pre-
ceding 12 months, has been) in foster care; 

(ii) a case review system (as defined in 
section 675(5) of this title and in accord-
ance with the requirements of section 675a 
of this title) for each child receiving foster 
care under the supervision of the State; 

(iii) a service program designed to help 
children—

(I) where safe and appropriate, return 
to families from which they have been 
removed; or 

(II) be placed for adoption, with a legal 
guardian, or, if adoption or legal guard-
ianship is determined not to be appro-
priate for a child, in some other planned, 
permanent living arrangement, subject 
to the requirements of sections 675(5)(C) 
and 675a(a) of this title, which may in-
clude a residential educational program; 
and

(iv) a preplacement preventive services 
program designed to help children at risk 
of foster care placement remain safely 
with their families; and

(B) has in effect policies and administra-
tive and judicial procedures for children 
abandoned at or shortly after birth (includ-
ing policies and procedures providing for 
legal representation of the children) which 
enable permanent decisions to be made expe-
ditiously with respect to the placement of 
the children;

(9) contain a description, developed after 
consultation with tribal organizations (as de-
fined in section 5304 of title 25) in the State, of 
the specific measures taken by the State to 
comply with the Indian Child Welfare Act [25 
U.S.C. 1901 et seq.]; 

(10) contain assurances that the State shall 
make effective use of cross-jurisdictional re-
sources (including through contracts for the 
purchase of services), and shall eliminate legal 
barriers, to facilitate timely adoptive or per-
manent placements for waiting children; 

(11) contain a description of the activities 
that the State has undertaken for children 
adopted from other countries, including the 
provision of adoption and post-adoption serv-
ices; 

(12) provide that the State shall collect and 
report information on children who are adopt-
ed from other countries and who enter into 
State custody as a result of the disruption of 
a placement for adoption or the dissolution of 
an adoption, including the number of children, 
the agencies who handled the placement or 
adoption, the plans for the child, and the rea-
sons for the disruption or dissolution; 

(13) demonstrate substantial, ongoing, and 
meaningful collaboration with State courts in 
the development and implementation of the 
State plan under this subpart, the State plan 
approved under subpart 2, and the State plan 
approved under part E, and in the development 
and implementation of any program improve-
ment plan required under section 1320a–2a of 
this title; 

(14) not later than October 1, 2007, include 
assurances that not more than 10 percent of 
the expenditures of the State with respect to 
activities funded from amounts provided under 
this subpart will be for administrative costs; 

(15)(A) provides 3 that the State will develop, 
in coordination and collaboration with the 
State agency referred to in paragraph (1) and 
the State agency responsible for administering 
the State plan approved under subchapter 
XIX, and in consultation with pediatricians, 
other experts in health care, and experts in 
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and recipients of child welfare services, a plan 
for the ongoing oversight and coordination of 
health care services for any child in a foster 
care placement, which shall ensure a coordi-
nated strategy to identify and respond to the 
health care needs of children in foster care 
placements, including mental health and den-
tal health needs, and shall include an outline 
of—

(i) a schedule for initial and follow-up 
health screenings that meet reasonable 
standards of medical practice; 

(ii) how health needs identified through 
screenings will be monitored and treated, in-
cluding emotional trauma associated with a 
child’s maltreatment and removal from 
home; 

(iii) how medical information for children 
in care will be updated and appropriately 
shared, which may include the development 
and implementation of an electronic health 
record; 

(iv) steps to ensure continuity of health 
care services, which may include the estab-
lishment of a medical home for every child 
in care; 

(v) the oversight of prescription medicines, 
including protocols for the appropriate use 
and monitoring of psychotropic medications; 

(vi) how the State actively consults with 
and involves physicians or other appropriate 
medical or non-medical professionals in as-
sessing the health and well-being of children 
in foster care and in determining appro-
priate medical treatment for the children; 

(vii) the procedures and protocols the 
State has established to ensure that children 
in foster care placements are not inappropri-
ately diagnosed with mental illness, other 
emotional or behavioral disorders, medically 
fragile conditions, or developmental disabil-
ities, and placed in settings that are not fos-
ter family homes as a result of the inappro-
priate diagnoses; and 

(viii) steps to ensure that the components 
of the transition plan development process 
required under section 675(5)(H) of this title 
that relate to the health care needs of chil-
dren aging out of foster care, including the 
requirements to include options for health 
insurance, information about a health care 
power of attorney, health care proxy, or 
other similar document recognized under 
State law, and to provide the child with the 
option to execute such a document, are met; 
and

(B) subparagraph (A) shall not be construed 
to reduce or limit the responsibility of the 
State agency responsible for administering the 
State plan approved under subchapter XIX to 
administer and provide care and services for 
children with respect to whom services are 
provided under the State plan developed pur-
suant to this subpart; 

(16) provide that, not later than 1 year after 
September 28, 2006, the State shall have in 
place procedures providing for how the State 
programs assisted under this subpart, subpart 
2 of this part, or part E would respond to a dis-
aster, in accordance with criteria established 
by the Secretary which should include how a 
State would—

(A) identify, locate, and continue avail-
ability of services for children under State 
care or supervision who are displaced or ad-
versely affected by a disaster; 

(B) respond, as appropriate, to new child 
welfare cases in areas adversely affected by 
a disaster, and provide services in those 
cases; 

(C) remain in communication with case-
workers and other essential child welfare 
personnel who are displaced because of a dis-
aster; 

(D) preserve essential program records; 
and 

(E) coordinate services and share informa-
tion with other States;

(17) not later than October 1, 2007, describe 
the State standards for the content and fre-
quency of caseworker visits for children who 
are in foster care under the responsibility of 
the State, which, at a minimum, ensure that 
the children are visited on a monthly basis 
and that the caseworker visits are well-
planned and focused on issues pertinent to 
case planning and service delivery to ensure 
the safety, permanency, and well-being of the 
children; 

(18) include a description of the activities 
that the State has undertaken to reduce the 
length of time children who have not attained 
5 years of age are without a permanent family, 
and the activities the State undertakes to ad-
dress the developmental needs of all vulner-
able children under 5 years of age who receive 
benefits or services under this part or part E; 
and 

(19) document steps taken to track and pre-
vent child maltreatment deaths by including—

(A) a description of the steps the State is 
taking to compile complete and accurate in-
formation on the deaths required by Federal 
law to be reported by the State agency re-
ferred to in paragraph (1), including gath-
ering relevant information on the deaths 
from the relevant organizations in the State 
including entities such as State vital statis-
tics department, child death review teams, 
law enforcement agencies, offices of medical 
examiners, or coroners; and 

(B) a description of the steps the State is 
taking to develop and implement a com-
prehensive, statewide plan to prevent the fa-
talities that involves and engages relevant 
public and private agency partners, includ-
ing those in public health, law enforcement, 
and the courts. 

(c) Definitions 

In this subpart: 

(1) Administrative costs 

The term ‘‘administrative costs’’ means 
costs for the following, but only to the extent 
incurred in administering the State plan de-
veloped pursuant to this subpart: procure-
ment, payroll management, personnel func-
tions (other than the portion of the salaries of 
supervisors attributable to time spent directly 
supervising the provision of services by case-
workers), management, maintenance and oper-
ation of space and property, data processing 
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and computer services, accounting, budgeting, 
auditing, and travel expenses (except those re-
lated to the provision of services by case-
workers or the oversight of programs funded 
under this subpart). 

(2) Other terms 

For definitions of other terms used in this 
part, see section 675 of this title. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 422, as added and 
amended Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), (d), Jan. 
2, 1968, 81 Stat. 912, 915; Pub. L. 93–647, § 3(a)(6), 
(7), (h), Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat. 2348, 2349; Pub. L. 
96–272, title I, § 103(a), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 517; 
Pub. L. 101–239, title X, § 10403(b)(1), Dec. 19, 1989, 
103 Stat. 2488; Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, 
§ 13711(b)(1), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 655; Pub. L. 
103–382, title V, § 554, Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 4057; 
Pub. L. 103–432, title II, §§ 202(a), 204(a), Oct. 31, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4453, 4456; Pub. L. 104–193, title I, 
§ 108(b), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2165; Pub. L. 
105–33, title V, § 5592(a)(1)(A), (2), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 
Stat. 644; Pub. L. 105–89, title I, § 102(1), title II, 
§ 202(a), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 2117, 2125; Pub. L. 
105–200, title IV, § 410(b), July 16, 1998, 112 Stat. 
673; Pub. L. 106–279, title II, § 205, Oct. 6, 2000, 114 
Stat. 837; Pub. L. 109–171, title VII, § 7401(b), Feb. 
8, 2006, 120 Stat. 150; Pub. L. 109–239, § 13, July 3, 
2006, 120 Stat. 514; Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 6(c), 7(a), 
Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1244, 1248; Pub. L. 110–351, 
title II, § 205, Oct. 7, 2008, 122 Stat. 3961; Pub. L. 
111–148, title II, § 2955(c), title VI, § 6703(d)(2)(B), 
Mar. 23, 2010, 124 Stat. 352, 803; Pub. L. 112–34, 
title I, § 101(b), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 369; Pub. 
L. 113–183, title I, § 112(a)(2), (b)(2)(A)(i), Sept. 29, 
2014, 128 Stat. 1926, 1927; Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, 
title VII, §§ 50732, 50743(a), 50772, Feb. 9, 2018, 132 
Stat. 251, 260, 268.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Division A of subchapter XX, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(1), (2), was in the original a reference to subtitle 1 
of title XX, which was translated as if referring to sub-
title A of title XX of the Social Security Act, to reflect 
the probable intent of Congress. Title XX of the Act, 
enacting subchapter XX of this chapter, does not con-
tain a subtitle 1. 

Section 103(d) of the Adoption Assistance and Child 
Welfare Act of 1980, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is sec-
tion 103(d) of Pub. L. 96–272, which is set out as a note 
below. 

The Indian Child Welfare Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(9), probably means the Indian Child Welfare Act of 
1978, Pub. L. 95–608, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3069, which is 
classified principally to chapter 21 (§ 1901 et seq.) of 
Title 25, Indians. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1901 of Title 25 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b)(15)(A)(vii), (viii). Pub. L. 115–123, 
§ 50743(a), added cl. (vii) and redesignated former cl. 
(vii) as (viii). 

Subsec. (b)(18). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50772, substituted 
‘‘all vulnerable children under 5 years of age’’ for ‘‘such 
children’’. 

Subsec. (b)(19). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50732, amended par. 
(19) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (19) read as 
follows: ‘‘contain a description of the sources used to 
compile information on child maltreatment deaths re-
quired by Federal law to be reported by the State agen-
cy referred to in paragraph (1), and to the extent that 

the compilation does not include information on such 
deaths from the State vital statistics department, child 
death review teams, law enforcement agencies, or of-
fices of medical examiners or coroners, the State shall 
describe why the information is not so included and 
how the State will include the information.’’

2014—Subsec. (b)(8)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 113–183, 
§ 112(b)(2)(A)(i), inserted ‘‘and in accordance with the 
requirements of section 675a of this title’’ after ‘‘sec-
tion 675(5) of this title’’. 

Subsec. (b)(8)(A)(iii)(II). Pub. L. 113–183, § 112(a)(2), in-
serted ‘‘, subject to the requirements of sections 
675(5)(C) and 675a(a) of this title’’ after ‘‘arrangement’’. 

2011—Subsec. (b)(15)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 112–34, § 101(b)(1), 
inserted ‘‘, including emotional trauma associated 
with a child’s maltreatment and removal from home’’ 
before the semicolon. 

Subsec. (b)(15)(A)(v). Pub. L. 112–34, § 101(b)(2), in-
serted ‘‘, including protocols for the appropriate use 
and monitoring of psychotropic medications’’ before 
the semicolon. 

Subsec. (b)(18). Pub. L. 112–34, § 101(b)(3), added par. 
(18). 

Subsec. (b)(19). Pub. L. 112–34, § 101(b)(4), added par. 
(19). 

2010—Subsec. (b)(1), (2). Pub. L. 111–148, § 6703(d)(2)(B), 
inserted ‘‘division A of’’ before ‘‘subchapter XX’’. 

Subsec. (b)(15)(A)(vii). Pub. L. 111–148, § 2955(c), added 
cl. (vii). 

2008—Subsec. (b)(15). Pub. L. 110–351 amended par. (15) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (15) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘describe how the State actively consults with 
and involves physicians or other appropriate medical 
professionals in—

‘‘(A) assessing the health and well-being of children 
in foster care under the responsibility of the State; 
and 

‘‘(B) determining appropriate medical treatment 
for the children;’’. 
2006—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(A), added 

par. (3) and struck out former par. (3) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘provide that the standards and requirements im-
posed with respect to child day care under subchapter 
XX of this chapter shall apply with respect to day care 
services under this subpart, except insofar as eligibility 
for such services is involved;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(A), (B), added 
par. (4) and struck out former par. (4) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘provide for the training and effective use of paid 
paraprofessional staff, with particular emphasis on the 
full-time or part-time employment of persons of low in-
come, as community service aides, in the administra-
tion of the plan, and for the use of nonpaid or partially 
paid volunteers in providing services and in assisting 
any advisory committees established by the State 
agency;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(A), (C), redesig-
nated par. (7) as (5) and struck out former par. (5) which 
read as follows: ‘‘contain a description of the services 
to be provided and specify the geographic areas where 
such services will be available;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(B), (C), redesig-
nated par. (8) as (6) and struck out former par. (6) which 
read as follows: ‘‘contain a description of the steps 
which the State will take to provide child welfare serv-
ices and to make progress in—

‘‘(A) covering additional political subdivisions, 
‘‘(B) reaching additional children in need of serv-

ices, and 
‘‘(C) expanding and strengthening the range of ex-

isting services and developing new types of services, 
along with a description of the State’s child welfare 
services staff development and training plans;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(C), redesig-
nated par. (9) as (7). Former par. (7) redesignated (5). 

Subsec. (b)(8), (9). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(G), redesig-
nated pars. (10) and (11) as (8) and (9), respectively. 
Former pars. (8) and (9) redesignated (6) and (7), respec-
tively. 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(G), redesig-
nated par. (12) as (10). Former par. (10) redesignated (8). 
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Subsec. (b)(10)(A). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(D)(i), (iii), 
redesignated subpar. (B) as (A) and struck out former 
subpar. (A) which read as follows: ‘‘since June 17, 1980, 
has completed an inventory of all children who, before 
the inventory, had been in foster care under the respon-
sibility of the State for 6 months or more, which deter-
mined—

‘‘(i) the appropriateness of, and necessity for, the 
foster care placement; 

‘‘(ii) whether the child could or should be returned 
to the parents of the child or should be freed for adop-
tion or other permanent placement; and 

‘‘(iii) the services necessary to facilitate the return 
of the child or the placement of the child for adoption 
or legal guardianship;’’. 
Subsec. (b)(10)(B). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(D)(iv), 

added subpar. (B). Former subpar. (B) redesignated (A). 
Subsec. (b)(10)(B)(iii)(II). Pub. L. 109–288, 

§ 6(c)(1)(D)(ii), inserted ‘‘, which may include a residen-
tial educational program’’ after ‘‘in some other 
planned, permanent living arrangement’’. 

Subsec. (b)(10)(C). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(D)(iv), 
struck out subpar. (C) which read as follows: 

‘‘(i) has reviewed (or within 12 months after October 
31, 1994, will review) State policies and administrative 
and judicial procedures in effect for children abandoned 
at or shortly after birth (including policies and proce-
dures providing for legal representation of such chil-
dren); and 

‘‘(ii) is implementing (or within 24 months after Octo-
ber 31, 1994, will implement) such policies and proce-
dures as the State determines, on the basis of the re-
view described in clause (i), to be necessary to enable 
permanent decisions to be made expeditiously with re-
spect to the placement of such children;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(G), redesig-
nated par. (13) as (11). Former par. (11) redesignated (9). 

Subsec. (b)(12). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(G), redesig-
nated par. (14) as (12). Former par. (12) redesignated 
(10). 

Pub. L. 109–239 substituted ‘‘make’’ for ‘‘develop plans 
for the’’ and inserted ‘‘(including through contracts for 
the purchase of services), and shall eliminate legal bar-
riers,’’ after ‘‘resources’’. 

Subsec. (b)(13). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(G), redesig-
nated par. (15) as (13). Former par. (13) redesignated 
(11). 

Subsec. (b)(14). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(E), (F), (H), 
added par. (14). Former par. (14) redesignated (12). 

Subsec. (b)(15). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(E), (F), (H), 
added par. (15). Former par. (15) redesignated (13). 

Pub. L. 109–171 added par. (15). 
Subsec. (b)(16). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(1)(E), (F), (H), 

added par. (16). 
Subsec. (b)(17). Pub. L. 109–288, § 7(a), added par. (17). 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(c)(2), added subsec. (c). 
2000—Subsec. (b)(13), (14). Pub. L. 106–279 added pars. 

(13) and (14). 
1998—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105–200 struck out 

‘‘under’’ before ‘‘the State plan approved under part 
E’’. 

1997—Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(2), made 
technical amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 
103–432, § 204(a)(2). See 1994 Amendment note below. 

Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(1)(A)(iii), redesignated par. (9), 
relating to providing assurances that the State has met 
certain requirements to protect foster children, as (10). 

Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(1)(A)(i), amended par. (9) relat-
ing to diligent recruitment of potential foster and 
adoptive families by substituting a semicolon for pe-
riod at end. 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(1)(A)(iii), re-
designated par. (9), relating to providing assurances 
that the State has met certain requirements to protect 
foster children, as (10). Former par. (10) redesignated 
(11). 

Subsec. (b)(10)(B). Pub. L. 105–89, § 102(1), in cl. (iii)(I) 
inserted ‘‘safe and’’ after ‘‘where’’ and in cl. (iv) in-
serted ‘‘safely’’ after ‘‘remain’’. 

Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(1)(A)(ii), redes-
ignated par. (10) as (11). 

Subsec. (b)(12). Pub. L. 105–89, § 202(a), added par. (12). 
1996—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104–193 substituted ‘‘pro-

gram funded under part A’’ for ‘‘plan approved under 
part A of this subchapter’’ and ‘‘under the State plan 
approved under part E’’ for ‘‘part E of this subchapter’’. 

1994—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 103–432, § 202(a)(1), which 
directed amendment of par. (7) by striking out ‘‘and’’ at 
end, could not be executed because ‘‘and’’ did not ap-
pear at end subsequent to amendment by Pub. L. 
103–382, § 554(1). See below. 

Pub. L. 103–382, § 554(1), struck out ‘‘and’’ at end. 
Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 103–432, § 204(a)(1), struck out 

‘‘and’’ at end. 
Pub. L. 103–432, § 202(a)(2), which directed amendment 

of par. (8) by substituting ‘‘; and’’ for period at end, 
could not be executed because there was no period at 
end subsequent to amendment by Pub. L. 103–382, 
§ 554(2). See below. 

Pub. L. 103–382, § 554(2), substituted ‘‘; and’’ for period 
at end. 

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 103–432, § 204(a)(2), as amended 
by Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(2), substituted ‘‘; and’’ for pe-
riod at end of par. (9) relating to providing assurances 
that the State has met certain requirements to protect 
foster children. 

Pub. L. 103–432, § 202(a)(3), added par. (9) relating to 
providing assurances that the State has met certain re-
quirements to protect foster children. 

Pub. L. 103–382, § 554(3), added par. (9) relating to dili-
gent recruitment of potential foster and adoptive fami-
lies. 

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 103–432, § 204(a)(3), added par. 
(10). 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13711(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘under this subpart’’ for ‘‘under this part’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13711(b)(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘this subpart’’ for ‘‘this part’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13711(b)(1)(B), (C), in-
serted ‘‘under the State plan approved under subpart 2 
of this part,’’ after ‘‘part A of this subchapter,’’ and 
substituted ‘‘under this subpart’’ for ‘‘under this part’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 103–66, § 13711(b)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘under this subpart’’ for ‘‘under this part’’. 

1989—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 101–239 substituted 
‘‘the individual or agency that administers or super-
vises the administration of the State’s services pro-
gram under subchapter XX’’ for ‘‘the individual or 
agency designated pursuant to section 1397b(d)(1)(C) of 
this title to administer or supervise the administration 
of the State’s services program’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–272 substituted provisions relating to 
State plans covering child welfare services for provi-
sions relating to the payments to States and the com-
putation of amounts. 

1975—Subsec. (a)(1)(A)(i). Pub. L. 93–647, § 3(a)(6), sub-
stituted ‘‘the individual or agency designated pursuant 
to section 1397b(d)(1)(C) of this title to administer or 
supervise the administration of the State’s services 
program’’ for ‘‘the State agency designated pursuant to 
section 602(a)(3) of this title to administer or supervise 
the administration of the plan of the State approved 
under part A of this subchapter’’. 

Subsec. (a)(i)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 93–647, § 3(a)(7), sub-
stituted ‘‘a single organizational unit in such State or 
local agency, as the case may be,’’ for ‘‘the organiza-
tional unit in such State or local agency established 
pursuant to section 602(a)(15) of this title’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–647, § 3(h), added subsec. (c). 
1968—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 90–248, § 240(d), added sub-

par. (A) and redesignated former subpars. (A) and (B) as 
(B) and (C), respectively.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, title VII, § 50734, Feb. 9, 2018, 
132 Stat. 252, provided that: 

‘‘(a) EFFECTIVE DATES.—
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‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph 
(2), subject to subsection (b), the amendments made 
by parts I through III of this subtitle [parts I–III 
(§§ 50711–50734) of subtitle A of title VII of div. E of 
Pub. L. 115–123, amending this section and sections 
629 to 629b, 629g, 670 to 672, 674, 675, 676, 679c, and 1308 
of this title] shall take effect on October 1, 2018. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The amendments made by sec-
tions 50711(d), 50731, and 50733 [amending sections 670, 
671, and 676 of this title] shall take effect on the date 
of enactment of this Act [Feb. 9, 2018]. 
‘‘(b) TRANSITION RULE.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a State plan under 
part B or E of title IV of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 620 et seq., 670 et seq.] which the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services determines requires 
State legislation (other than legislation appro-
priating funds) in order for the plan to meet the addi-
tional requirements imposed by the amendments 
made by parts I through III of this subtitle, the State 
plan shall not be regarded as failing to comply with 
the requirements of such part solely on the basis of 
the failure of the plan to meet such additional re-
quirements before the first day of the first calendar 
quarter beginning after the close of the first regular 
session of the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this Act [Feb. 9, 2018]. For pur-
poses of the previous sentence, in the case of a State 
that has a 2-year legislative session, each year of the 
session shall be deemed to be a separate regular ses-
sion of the State legislature. 

‘‘(2) APPLICATION TO PROGRAMS OPERATED BY INDIAN 
TRIBAL ORGANIZATIONS.—In the case of an Indian 
tribe, tribal organization, or tribal consortium which 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services deter-
mines requires time to take action necessary to com-
ply with the additional requirements imposed by the 
amendments made by parts I through III of this sub-
title (whether the tribe, organization, or tribal con-
sortium has a plan under section 479B of the Social 
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 679c] or a cooperative agree-
ment or contract entered into with a State), the Sec-
retary shall provide the tribe, organization, or tribal 
consortium with such additional time as the Sec-
retary determines is necessary for the tribe, organi-
zation, or tribal consortium to take the action to 
comply with the additional requirements before being 
regarded as failing to comply with the require-
ments.’’
Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, title VII, § 50746, Feb. 9, 2018, 

132 Stat. 261, provided that: 
‘‘(a) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2) and sub-
sections (b), (c), and (d), the amendments made by 
this part [part IV (§§ 50741—50746) of subtitle A of title 
VII of div. E of Pub. L. 115–123, amending this section 
and sections 629h, 671, 672, 674, 675a, 676, and 679b of 
this title] shall take effect as if enacted on January 
1, 2018. 

‘‘(2) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of a State plan 
under part B or E of title IV of the Social Security 
Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq., 670 et seq.] which the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services determines re-
quires State legislation (other than legislation appro-
priating funds) in order for the plan to meet the addi-
tional requirements imposed by the amendments 
made by this part, the State plan shall not be re-
garded as failing to comply with the requirements of 
part B or E of title IV of such Act solely on the basis 
of the failure of the plan to meet the additional re-
quirements before the first day of the first calendar 
quarter beginning after the close of the first regular 
session of the State legislature that begins after the 
date of enactment of this Act [Feb. 9, 2018]. For pur-
poses of the previous sentence, in the case of a State 
that has a 2-year legislative session, each year of the 
session shall be deemed to be a separate regular ses-
sion of the State legislature. 
‘‘(b) LIMITATION ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION 

FOR PLACEMENTS THAT ARE NOT IN FOSTER FAMILY 
HOMES AND RELATED PROVISIONS.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by sec-
tions 50741(a), 50741(b), 50741(d), and 50742 [amending 
sections 671, 672, 674, 675a of this title] shall take ef-
fect on October 1, 2019. 

‘‘(2) STATE OPTION TO DELAY EFFECTIVE DATE FOR 
NOT MORE THAN 2 YEARS.—If a State requests a delay 
in the effective date, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall delay the effective date pro-
vided for in paragraph (1) with respect to the State 
for the amount of time requested by the State, not to 
exceed 2 years. If the effective date is so delayed for 
a period with respect to a State under the preceding 
sentence, then—

‘‘(A) notwithstanding section 50734 [set out as a 
note above], the date that the amendments made by 
section 50711(c) [amending section 674 of this title] 
take effect with respect to the State shall be de-
layed for the period; and 

‘‘(B) in applying section 474(a)(6) of the Social Se-
curity Act [42 U.S.C. 674(a)(6)] with respect to the 
State, ‘on or after the date this paragraph takes ef-
fect with respect to the State’ is deemed to be sub-
stituted for ‘after September 30, 2019’ in subpara-
graph (A)(i)(I) of such section. 

‘‘(c) CRIMINAL RECORDS CHECKS AND CHECKS OF CHILD 
ABUSE AND NEGLECT REGISTRIES FOR ADULTS WORKING 
IN CHILD-CARE INSTITUTIONS AND OTHER GROUP CARE 
SETTINGS.—Subject to subsection (a)(2), the amend-
ments made by section 50745 [amending section 671 of 
this title] shall take effect on October 1, 2018. 

‘‘(d) APPLICATION TO STATES WITH WAIVERS.—In the 
case of a State that, on the date of enactment of this 
Act [Feb. 9, 2018], has in effect a waiver approved under 
section 1130 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1320a–9), the amendments made by this part shall not 
apply with respect to the State before the expiration 
(determined without regard to any extensions) of the 
waiver to the extent the amendments are inconsistent 
with the terms of the waiver.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–183, title I, § 112(a)(3), Sept. 29, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1926, provided that:‘‘In the case of children in fos-
ter care under the responsibility of an Indian tribe, 
tribal organization, or tribal consortium (either di-
rectly or under supervision of a State), the amend-
ments made by this subsection [amending this section 
and section 675 of this title] shall not apply until the 
date that is 3 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Sept. 29, 2014].’’

Pub. L. 113–183, title I, § 112(c), Sept. 29, 2014, 128 Stat. 
1928, provided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by this sec-
tion [enacting section 675a of this title and amending 
this section and sections 671 and 675 of this title] shall 
take effect on the date that is 1 year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act [Sept. 29, 2014]. 

‘‘(2) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—If the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices determines that State legislation (other than leg-
islation appropriating funds) is required in order for a 
State plan developed pursuant to part E of title IV of 
the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 670 et seq.] to meet 
the additional requirements imposed by the amend-
ments made by this section, the plan shall not be re-
garded as failing to meet any of the additional require-
ments before the 1st day of the 1st calendar quarter be-
ginning after the 1st regular session of the State legis-
lature that begins after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Sept. 29, 2014]. If the State has a 2-year legis-
lative session, each year of the session is deemed to be 
a separate regular session of the State legislature.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–34, title I, § 107, Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 378, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in 
this title [enacting section 629m of this title, amending 
sections 622 to 625, 629a to 629c, 629f to 629h, 673, 675, and 
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679b of this title, and enacting provisions set out as 
notes under sections 629h and 629m of this title], this 
title and the amendments made by this title shall take 
effect on October 1, 2011, and shall apply to payments 
under parts B and E of title IV of the Social Security 
Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq., 670 et seq.] for calendar quar-
ters beginning on or after such date, without regard to 
whether regulations to implement the amendments are 
promulgated by such date. 

‘‘(b) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—If the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices determines that State legislation (other than leg-
islation appropriating funds) is required in order for a 
State plan developed pursuant to subpart 1 of part B [42 
U.S.C. 620 et seq.], or a State plan approved under sub-
part 2 of part B [42 U.S.C. 629 et seq.] or part E, of title 
IV of the Social Security Act to meet the additional re-
quirements imposed by the amendments made by this 
title, the plan shall not be regarded as failing to meet 
any of the additional requirements before the 1st day of 
the 1st calendar quarter beginning after the first reg-
ular session of the State legislature that begins after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Sept. 30, 2011]. If 
the State has a 2-year legislative session, each year of 
the session is deemed to be a separate regular session 
of the State legislature.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–148, title II, § 2955(d), Mar. 23, 2010, 124 
Stat. 353, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [amending this section and sections 675 and 
677 of this title] take effect on October 1, 2010.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 110–351 effective Oct. 7, 2008, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for quarters beginning on or after 
such date, with delay permitted if State legislation is 
required to meet additional requirements, see section 
601 of Pub. L. 110–351, set out as a note under section 671 
of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

Pub. L. 109–239, § 14, July 3, 2006, 120 Stat. 514, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, the amendments made by this Act [enact-
ing section 673c of this title, amending this section and 
sections 629h, 671, and 675 of this title, and repealing 
section 673c of this title] shall take effect on October 1, 
2006, and shall apply to payments under parts B and E 
of title IV of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et 
seq., 670 et seq.] for calendar quarters beginning on or 
after such date, without regard to whether regulations 
to implement the amendments are promulgated by 
such date. 

‘‘(b) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—If the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices determines that State legislation (other than leg-
islation appropriating funds) is required in order for a 
State plan under part B or E of title IV of the Social 
Security Act to meet the additional requirements im-
posed by the amendments made by a provision of this 
Act, the plan shall not be regarded as failing to meet 
any of the additional requirements before the 1st day of 
the 1st calendar quarter beginning after the first reg-
ular session of the State legislature that begins after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [July 3, 2006]. If 
the State has a 2-year legislative session, each year of 
the session is deemed to be a separate regular session 
of the State legislature.’’

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–171 effective as if enacted 
on Oct. 1, 2005, except as otherwise provided, see section 
7701 of Pub. L. 109–171, set out as a note under section 
603 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–279 effective Oct. 6, 2000, 
with transition rule, see section 505(a)(1), (b) of Pub. L. 
106–279, set out as an Effective Dates; Transition Rule 
note under section 14901 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–89, title V, § 501, Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 
2136, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act [enacting sections 673b, 678, and 679b of this 
title, amending this section, sections 603, 629, 629a, 629b, 
653, 671 to 673, 674, 675, 677, and 1320a–9 of this title, and 
sections 645 and 901 of Title 2, The Congress, enacting 
provisions set out as notes under sections 613, 629a, 671, 
673, 675, 679b, 1305, 1320a–9, 5111, and 5113 of this title, 
and amending provisions set out as a note under sec-
tion 670 of this title], the amendments made by this 
Act take effect on the date of enactment of this Act 
[Nov. 19, 1997]. 

‘‘(b) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—In the case of a State plan under part B or E 
of title IV of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et 
seq., 670 et seq.] which the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services determines requires State legislation 
(other than legislation appropriating funds) in order for 
the plan to meet the additional requirements imposed 
by the amendments made by this Act, the State plan 
shall not be regarded as failing to comply with the re-
quirements of such part solely on the basis of the fail-
ure of the plan to meet such additional requirements 
before the first day of the first calendar quarter begin-
ning after the close of the first regular session of the 
State legislature that begins after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Nov. 19, 1997]. For purposes of the pre-
vious sentence, in the case of a State that has a 2-year 
legislative session, each year of such session shall be 
deemed to be a separate regular session of the State 
legislature.’’

Pub. L. 105–33, title V, § 5593, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 644, 
provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this chapter 
[chapter 5 (§§ 5591–5593) of subtitle F of title V of Pub. 
L. 105–33, amending this section and sections 624, 625, 
628b, 671, and 672 of this title] shall take effect as if in-
cluded in the enactment of title V of the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
of 1996 (Public Law 104–193; 110 Stat. 2277).’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–193 effective July 1, 1997, 
with transition rules relating to State options to accel-
erate such date, rules relating to claims, actions, and 
proceedings commenced before such date, rules relating 
to closing out of accounts for terminated or substan-
tially modified programs and continuance in office of 
Assistant Secretary for Family Support, and provisions 
relating to termination of entitlement under AFDC 
program, see section 116 of Pub. L. 104–193, as amended, 
set out as an Effective Date note under section 601 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 202(e), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4454, provided that: ‘‘The amendments and repeal made 
by this section [amending this section and sections 623 
to 625 and 672 of this title and repealing section 627 of 
this title] shall be effective with respect to fiscal years 
beginning on or after April 1, 1996.’’

Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 204(b), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4456, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sub-
section (a) [amending this section] shall be effective 
with respect to fiscal years beginning on or after Octo-
ber 1, 1995.’’
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(c), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 655, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [enacting sections 629 to 629e of this title 
and amending this section and sections 623, 628, and 671 
of this title] shall be effective with respect to calendar 
quarters beginning on or after October 1, 1993.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–239, title X, § 10403(b)(2), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 
Stat. 2488, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
paragraph (1) [amending this section] shall take effect 
as if such amendment had been included in section 
1883(e)(1) of the Tax Reform Act of 1986 [Pub. L. 99–514, 
amending section 1397b of this title] on the date of the 
enactment of such Act [Oct. 22, 1986].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1975 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 3 of Pub. L. 93–647 effective 
with respect to payments under sections 603 and 803 of 
this title for quarters commencing after Sept. 30, 1975, 
except that amendment by section 3(a) of Pub. L. 93–647 
not effective with respect to the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, or Guam, see section 
7(b) of Pub. L. 93–647, set out as a note under section 303 
of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT; DIFFERENT 
STATE AGENCIES FOR ADMINISTRATION OF STATE 
PLANS UNDER PARTS A AND B 

Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(e)(3), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 
916, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (d) [amending this sec-
tion] shall become effective July 1, 1969, except that (A) 
if on the date of enactment of this Act [Jan. 2, 1968] the 
agency of a State administering its plan for child-wel-
fare services developed under part B of title IV of the 
Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq.] is different 
from the agency of the State designated pursuant to 
section 402(a)(3) of such Act [42 U.S.C. 602(a)(3)], so 
much of paragraph (1) of section 422(a) of such Act [42 
U.S.C. 622(a)(1)] as precedes subparagraph (B) (as added 
by paragraph (2) of such subsection (d)) shall not apply 
with respect to such agencies but only so long as such 
agencies of the State are different, and (B) if on such 
date the local agency administering the plan of a State 
for child-welfare services developed under part B of 
title IV of the Social Security Act is different from the 
local agency in such subdivision administering the plan 
of such State under part A of title IV of such Act [42 
U.S.C. 601 et seq.], so much of such paragraph (1) as pre-
cedes such subparagraph (B) shall not apply with re-
spect to such local agencies but only so long as such 
local agencies are different.’’

PURPOSE 

Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, title VII, § 50702, Feb. 9, 2018, 
132 Stat. 232, provided that: ‘‘The purpose of this sub-
title [subtitle A (§§ 50701—50782) of title VII of div. E of 
Pub. L. 115–123, amending this section and sections 625, 
629 to 629b, 629f to 629h, 629m, 670 to 673, 673b, 674 to 677, 
679b, 679c, and 1308 of this title and enacting provisions 
set out as notes under this section and sections 629m, 
671, 673, 673b, and 1305 of this title] is to enable States 
to use Federal funds available under parts B and E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq., 
670 et seq.] to provide enhanced support to children and 
families and prevent foster care placements through 
the provision of mental health and substance abuse pre-
vention and treatment services, in-home parent skill-
based programs, and kinship navigator services.’’

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE 

Pub. L. 103–382, title V, § 552, Oct. 20, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4056, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—
‘‘(1) nearly 500,000 children are in foster care in the 

United States; 

‘‘(2) tens of thousands of children in foster care are 
waiting for adoption; 

‘‘(3) 2 years and 8 months is the median length of 
time that children wait to be adopted; 

‘‘(4) child welfare agencies should work to elimi-
nate racial, ethnic, and national origin discrimina-
tion and bias in adoption and foster care recruitment, 
selection, and placement procedures; and 

‘‘(5) active, creative, and diligent efforts are needed 
to recruit foster and adoptive parents of every race, 
ethnicity, and culture in order to facilitate the place-
ment of children in foster and adoptive homes which 
will best meet each child’s needs. 
‘‘(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this subpart [sub-

part 1 of part E of title V of Pub. L. 103–382, enacting 
section 5115a of this title, amending this section, and 
enacting provisions set out as a note under section 1305 
of this title] to promote the best interests of children 
by—

‘‘(1) decreasing the length of time that children 
wait to be adopted; 

‘‘(2) preventing discrimination in the placement of 
children on the basis of race, color, or national ori-
gin; and 

‘‘(3) facilitating the identification and recruitment 
of foster and adoptive families that can meet chil-
dren’s needs.’’

GUAM, PUERTO RICO, VIRGIN ISLANDS, AND 
COMMONWEALTH OF NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

Pub. L. 96–272, title I, § 103(c), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 
521, provided that in the case of Guam, Puerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, subsec. (b)(1) of this section (as other-
wise amended by section 103(a) of Pub. L. 96–272), is 
deemed to read as follows: 

‘‘(1) provide that (A) the State agency designated pur-
suant to section 602(a)(3) of this title to administer or 
supervise the administration of the plan of the State 
approved under part A of this subchapter [42 U.S.C. 601 
et seq.] will administer or supervise the administration 
of such plan for child welfare services, and (B) to the 
extent that child welfare services are furnished by the 
staff of the State agency or local agency administering 
such plan for child welfare services, the organizational 
unit in such State or local agency established pursuant 
to section 602(a)(15) of this title will be responsible for 
furnishing such child welfare services;’’. 

ADMINISTRATION OF STATE PLAN FOR CHILD WELFARE 
SERVICES BY NON-DESIGNATED AGENCY 

Pub. L. 96–272, title I, § 103(d), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 
521, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding section 422(b)(1) of 
the Social Security Act (as amended by subsection (a) 
of this section) [42 U.S.C. 622(b)(1)] if on December 1, 
1974, the agency of a State administering its plan for 
child welfare services under part B of title IV of that 
Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq.] was not the agency des-
ignated pursuant to section 402(a)(3) of that Act [42 
U.S.C. 602(a)(3)], such section 422(b)(1) shall not apply 
with respect to such agency, but only so long as such 
agency is not the agency designated under section 
2003(d)(1)(C) of that Act [42 U.S.C. 1397b(d)(1)(C)]; and if 
on December 1, 1974, the local agency administering the 
plan of a State under part B of title IV of that Act in 
a subdivision of the State was not the local agency in 
such subdivision administering the plan of such State 
under part A of that title [42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.], such 
section 422(b)(1) shall not apply with respect to such 
local agency, but only so long as such local agency is 
not the local agency administering the program of the 
State for the provision of services under title XX of 
that Act [42 U.S.C. 1397 et seq.].’’

OVERPAYMENTS OR UNDERPAYMENTS 

Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(f)(3), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 
916, provided that in the case of any State which has a 
plan developed as provided in part 3 of this subchapter 
as in effect prior to Jan. 2, 1968, sections 721 to 728 of 
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this title, ‘‘any overpayment or underpayment which 
the Secretary determines was made to the State under 
section 523 of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 723] 
and with respect to which adjustment has not then al-
ready been made under subsection (b) of such section 
shall, for purposes of section 422 of such Act [42 U.S.C. 
622], be considered an overpayment or underpayment 
(as the case may be) made under section 422 of such 
Act.’’

§ 623. Allotments to States 

(a) In general 

The sum appropriated pursuant to section 625 
of this title for each fiscal year shall be allotted 
by the Secretary for use by cooperating State 
public welfare agencies which have plans devel-
oped jointly by the State agency and the Sec-
retary as follows: The Secretary shall first allot 
$70,000 to each State, and shall then allot to 
each State an amount which bears the same 
ratio to the remainder of such sum as the prod-
uct of (1) the population of the State under the 
age of twenty-one and (2) the allotment percent-
age of the State (as determined under this sec-
tion) bears to the sum of the corresponding 
products of all the States. 

(b) Determination of State allotment percentages 

The ‘‘allotment percentage’’ for any State 
shall be 100 percent less the State percentage; 
and the State percentage shall be the percentage 
which bears the same ratio to 50 percent as the 
per capita income of such State bears to the per 
capita income of the United States; except that 
(1) the allotment percentage shall in no case be 
less than 30 percent or more than 70 percent, and 
(2) the allotment percentage shall be 70 percent 
in the case of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Guam, and American Samoa. 

(c) Promulgation of State allotment percentages 

The allotment percentage for each State shall 
be promulgated by the Secretary between Octo-
ber 1 and November 30 of each even-numbered 
year, on the basis of the average per capita in-
come of each State and of the United States for 
the three most recent calendar years for which 
satisfactory data are available from the Depart-
ment of Commerce. Such promulgation shall be 
conclusive for each of the two fiscal years in the 
period beginning October 1 next succeeding such 
promulgation. 

(d) United States defined 

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘United 
States’’ means the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia. 

(e) Reallotment of funds 

(1) In general 

The amount of any allotment to a State for 
a fiscal year under the preceding provisions of 
this section which the State certifies to the 
Secretary will not be required for carrying out 
the State plan developed as provided in sec-
tion 622 of this title shall be available for real-
lotment from time to time, on such dates as 
the Secretary may fix, to other States which 
the Secretary determines—

(A) need sums in excess of the amounts al-
lotted to such other States under the pre-
ceding provisions of this section, in carrying 
out their State plans so developed; and 

(B) will be able to so use such excess sums 
during the fiscal year. 

(2) Considerations 

The Secretary shall make the reallotments 
on the basis of the State plans so developed, 
after taking into consideration—

(A) the population under 21 years of age; 
(B) the per capita income of each of such 

other States as compared with the popu-
lation under 21 years of age; and 

(C) the per capita income of all such other 
States with respect to which such a deter-
mination by the Secretary has been made. 

(3) Amounts reallotted to a State deemed part 
of State allotment 

Any amount so reallotted to a State is 
deemed part of the allotment of the State 
under this section. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 423, formerly 
§ 421, as added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), 
Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 912; amended Pub. L. 96–272, 
title I, § 103(a), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 516; Pub. L. 
100–203, title IX, § 9135(b)(2), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1330–315; renumbered § 423 and amended 
Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 6(b)(2), (d), 11(a)(1), Sept. 28, 
2006, 120 Stat. 1244, 1246, 1255; Pub. L. 112–34, title 
I, § 101(d), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 371.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 621 of this 
title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 109–288. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 623, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 423, as added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 
1968, 81 Stat. 913, and amended, which related to pay-
ment to States, was renumbered section 424 of act Aug. 
14, 1935, by Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(b)(2), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 
Stat. 1244, and transferred to section 624 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 112–34, which directed sub-
stitution of ‘‘percent’’ for ‘‘per centum’’ wherever ap-
pearing, was not executed due to prior amendment by 
Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(a)(1)(A). See 2006 Amendment note 
below. 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(a)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘The Secretary’’ for ‘‘He’’. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(d)(1), inserted heading and sub-
stituted ‘‘section 625’’ for ‘‘section 620’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(a)(1)(A), which di-
rected amendment of section by substituting ‘‘percent’’ 
for ‘‘per centum’’, was executed by making the substi-
tution wherever appearing in subsec. (b), to reflect the 
probable intent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(d)(2), inserted heading. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(d)(3), inserted heading. 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(d)(4), inserted heading 

and substituted ‘‘50’’ for ‘‘fifty’’. 
Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(d)(5), added subsec. (e). 
1987—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–203 substituted ‘‘Guam, 

and American Samoa’’ for ‘‘and Guam’’. 
1980—Pub. L. 96–272 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) to (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
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or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–203, title IX, § 9135(c), Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1330–315, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 
by this section [amending this section and sections 1301 
and 1397b of this title] shall apply with respect to fiscal 
years beginning on or after October 1, 1988.’’

§ 624. Payment to States 

(a) Payment schedule 

From the sums appropriated therefor and the 
allotment under this subpart, subject to the con-
ditions set forth in this section, the Secretary 
shall from time to time pay to each State that 
has a plan developed in accordance with section 
622 of this title an amount equal to 75 percent of 
the total sum expended under the plan (includ-
ing the cost of administration of the plan) in 
meeting the costs of State, district, county, or 
other local child welfare services. 

(b) Computation and method of payment 

The method of computing and making pay-
ments under this section shall be as follows: 

(1) The Secretary shall, prior to the begin-
ning of each period for which a payment is to 
be made, estimate the amount to be paid to 
the State for such period under the provisions 
of this section. 

(2) From the allotment available therefor, 
the Secretary shall pay the amount so esti-
mated, reduced or increased, as the case may 
be, by any sum (not previously adjusted under 
this section) by which he finds that his esti-
mate of the amount to be paid the State for 
any prior period under this section was greater 
or less than the amount which should have 
been paid to the State for such prior period 
under this section. 

(c) Limitation on use of Federal funds for child 
care, foster care maintenance payments, or 
adoption assistance payments 

The total amount of Federal payments under 
this subpart for a fiscal year beginning after 
September 30, 2007, that may be used by a State 
for expenditures for child care, foster care main-
tenance payments, or adoption assistance pay-
ments shall not exceed the total amount of such 
payments for fiscal year 2005 that were so used 
by the State. 

(d) Limitation on use by States of non-Federal 
funds for foster care maintenance payments 
to match Federal funds 

For any fiscal year beginning after September 
30, 2007, State expenditures of non-Federal funds 
for foster care maintenance payments shall not 

be considered to be expenditures under the State 
plan developed under this subpart for the fiscal 
year to the extent that the total of such expend-
itures for the fiscal year exceeds the total of 
such expenditures under the State plan devel-
oped under this subpart for fiscal year 2005. 

(e) Limitation on reimbursement for administra-
tive costs 

A payment may not be made to a State under 
this section with respect to expenditures during 
a fiscal year for administrative costs, to the ex-
tent that the total amount of the expenditures 
exceeds 10 percent of the total expenditures of 
the State during the fiscal year for activities 
funded from amounts provided under this sub-
part. 

(f) Child visitation by caseworkers 

(1)(A) Each State shall take such steps as are 
necessary to ensure that the total number of 
visits made by caseworkers on a monthly basis 
to children in foster care under the responsi-
bility of the State during a fiscal year is not less 
than 90 percent (or, in the case of fiscal year 2015 
or thereafter, 95 percent) of the total number of 
such visits that would occur during the fiscal 
year if each such child were so visited once 
every month while in such care. 

(B) If the Secretary determines that a State 
has failed to comply with subparagraph (A) for a 
fiscal year, then the percentage that would oth-
erwise apply for purposes of subsection (a) for 
the fiscal year shall be reduced by—

(i) 1, if the number of full percentage points 
by which the State fell short of the percentage 
specified in subparagraph (A) is less than 10; 

(ii) 3, if the number of full percentage points 
by which the State fell short, as described in 
clause (i), is not less than 10 and less than 20; 
or 

(iii) 5, if the number of full percentage 
points by which the State fell short, as de-
scribed in clause (i), is not less than 20.

(2)(A) Each State shall take such steps as are 
necessary to ensure that not less than 50 percent 
of the total number of visits made by case-
workers to children in foster care under the re-
sponsibility of the State during a fiscal year 
occur in the residence of the child involved. 

(B) If the Secretary determines that a State 
has failed to comply with subparagraph (A) for a 
fiscal year, then the percentage that would oth-
erwise apply for purposes of subsection (a) for 
the fiscal year shall be reduced by—

(i) 1, if the number of full percentage points 
by which the State fell short of the percentage 
specified in subparagraph (A) is less than 10; 

(ii) 3, if the number of full percentage points 
by which the State fell short, as described in 
clause (i), is not less than 10 and less than 20; 
or 

(iii) 5, if the number of full percentage 
points by which the State fell short, as de-
scribed in clause (i), is not less than 20. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 424, formerly 
§ 423, as added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), 
Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 913; amended Pub. L. 94–273, 
§ 22, Apr. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 379; Pub. L. 96–272, 
title I, § 103(a), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 518; Pub. L. 
103–66, title XIII, § 13711(b)(2), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
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Stat. 655; Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 202(d)(1), Oct. 
31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4454; renumbered § 424 and 
amended Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 6(b)(2), (e)(1), (2)(A), 
7(b), 11(a)(2), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1244, 
1246–1248, 1255; Pub. L. 112–34, title I, § 101(c), 
Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 370.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 623 of this 
title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 109–288. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 624, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 424, as added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 
1968, 81 Stat. 914; amended Pub. L. 96–272, title I, 
§ 103(a), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 519; Pub. L. 103–432, title 
II, § 202(b), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4454; Pub. L. 105–33, 
title V, § 5592(a)(1)(B), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 644, related 
to reallotment, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 109–288, 
§§ 6(b)(1), 12(a), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1244, 1255, effec-
tive Oct. 1, 2006, and applicable to payments under this 
part and part E of this subchapter for calendar quarters 
beginning on or after such date. See section 623(e) of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 112–34 added subsec. (f) 
and struck out subsec. (e) relating to caseworker visi-
tation standard. 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘percent’’ for ‘‘per centum’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(e)(1), added sub-
secs. (c) and (d) struck out former subsecs. (c) and (d) 
which related to prohibited payments and minimum 
State expenditures, respectively. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–288, § 7(b), added subsec. (e) re-
lating to caseworker visitation standard. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(e)(2)(A), added subsec. (e) relating 
to limitation on reimbursement for administrative 
costs. 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–432 struck out ‘‘and in 
section 627 of this title’’ after ‘‘set forth in this sec-
tion’’. 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–66 substituted ‘‘under 
this subpart’’ for ‘‘under this part’’. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–272 substituted provisions covering 
payments to States for provisions relating to allotment 
percentages and Federal share. 

1976—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 94–273 substituted ‘‘Octo-
ber’’ for ‘‘July’’ wherever appearing and ‘‘November 30’’ 
for ‘‘August 31’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(e)(2)(B), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 
1247, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by subpara-
graph (A) [amending this section] shall apply to ex-
penditures made on or after October 1, 2007.’’

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
except as otherwise provided, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
calendar quarters beginning on or after such date, 
without regard to whether implementing regulations 
have been promulgated, and with delay permitted if 

State legislation is required to meet additional require-
ments, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 109–288, set out 
as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–432 effective with respect 
to fiscal years beginning on or after Apr. 1, 1996, see 
section 202(e) of Pub. L. 103–432, set out as a note under 
section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–66 effective with respect 
to calendar quarters beginning on or after Oct. 1, 1993, 
see section 13711(c) of Pub. L. 103–66, set out as a note 
under section 622 of this title. 

§ 625. Limitations on authorization of appropria-
tions 

To carry out this subpart (other than sections 
626, 627, and 628b of this title), there are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary not 
more than $325,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2017 through 2021. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 425, as added 
Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(a), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 
1244; amended Pub. L. 110–351, title I, § 102(b), 
Oct. 7, 2008, 122 Stat. 3956; Pub. L. 112–34, title I, 
§ 101(a), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 369; Pub. L. 
115–123, div. E, title VII, § 50752(a), Feb. 9, 2018, 
132 Stat. 263.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 625, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 425, as added Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 
1968, 81 Stat. 914; amended Pub. L. 96–272, title I, 
§ 103(a), June 17, 1980, 94 Stat. 519; Pub. L. 103–432, title 
II, § 202(d)(2), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4454; Pub. L. 105–33, 
title V, § 5592(a)(1)(B), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 644, defined 
terms for purposes of this subchapter, prior to repeal 
by Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 6(a), 12(a), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 
1244, 1255, effective Oct. 1, 2006, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
calendar quarters beginning on or after such date. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–123 substituted ‘‘2017 through 2021’’ 
for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

2011—Pub. L. 112–34 substituted ‘‘2012 through 2016’’ 
for ‘‘2007 through 2011’’. 

2008—Pub. L. 110–351 inserted ‘‘(other than sections 
626, 627, and 628b of this title)’’ after ‘‘this subpart’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 110–351 effective Oct. 7, 2008, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for quarters beginning on or after 
such date, with delay permitted if State legislation is 
required to meet additional requirements, see section 
601 of Pub. L. 110–351, set out as a note under section 671 
of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2006, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 



Page 2125 TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE § 626

1 See References in Text note below.

calendar quarters beginning on or after such date, 
without regard to whether implementing regulations 
have been promulgated, and with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required to meet additional require-
ments, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 109–288, set out 
as an Effective Date of 2006 Amendment note under sec-
tion 621 of this title. 

§ 626. Research, training, or demonstration 
projects 

(a) Authorization of appropriations 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for each fiscal year such sums as the 
Congress may determine—

(1) for grants by the Secretary—
(A) to public or other nonprofit institu-

tions of higher learning, and to public or 
other nonprofit agencies and organizations 
engaged in research or child-welfare activi-
ties, for special research or demonstration 
projects in the field of child welfare which 
are of regional or national significance and 
for special projects for the demonstration of 
new methods or facilities which show prom-
ise of substantial contribution to the ad-
vancement of child welfare; 

(B) to State or local public agencies re-
sponsible for administering, or supervising 
the administration of, the plan under this 
part, for projects for the demonstration of 
the utilization of research (including find-
ings resulting therefrom) in the field of child 
welfare in order to encourage experimental 
and special types of welfare services; and 

(C) to public or other nonprofit institu-
tions of higher learning for special projects 
for training personnel for work in the field 
of child welfare, including traineeships de-
scribed in section 628a 1 of this title with 
such stipends and allowances as may be per-
mitted by the Secretary; and 

(2) for contracts or jointly financed coopera-
tive arrangements with States and public and 
other organizations and agencies for the con-
duct of research, special projects, or dem-
onstration projects relating to such matters. 

(b) Payments; advances or reimbursements; in-
stallments; conditions 

Payments of grants or under contracts or co-
operative arrangements under this section may 
be made in advance or by way of reimbursement, 
and in such installments, as the Secretary may 
determine; and shall be made on such conditions 
as the Secretary finds necessary to carry out the 
purposes of the grants, contracts, or other ar-
rangements. 

(c) Child welfare traineeships 

The Secretary may approve an application for 
a grant to a public or nonprofit institution for 
higher learning to provide traineeships with sti-
pends under subsection (a)(1)(C) only if the ap-
plication—

(1) provides assurances that each individual 
who receives a stipend with such traineeship 
(in this section referred to as a ‘‘recipient’’) 
will enter into an agreement with the institu-
tion under which the recipient agrees—

(A) to participate in training at a public or 
private nonprofit child welfare agency on a 
regular basis (as determined by the Sec-
retary) for the period of the traineeship; 

(B) to be employed for a period of years 
equivalent to the period of the traineeship, 
in a public or private nonprofit child welfare 
agency in any State, within a period of time 
(determined by the Secretary in accordance 
with regulations) after completing the post-
secondary education for which the 
traineeship was awarded; 

(C) to furnish to the institution and the 
Secretary evidence of compliance with sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B); and 

(D) if the recipient fails to comply with 
subparagraph (A) or (B) and does not qualify 
for any exception to this subparagraph 
which the Secretary may prescribe in regu-
lations, to repay to the Secretary all (or an 
appropriately prorated part) of the amount 
of the stipend, plus interest, and, if applica-
ble, reasonable collection fees (in accordance 
with regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary);

(2) provides assurances that the institution 
will—

(A) enter into agreements with child wel-
fare agencies for onsite training of recipi-
ents; 

(B) permit an individual who is employed 
in the field of child welfare services to apply 
for a traineeship with a stipend if the 
traineeship furthers the progress of the indi-
vidual toward the completion of degree re-
quirements; and 

(C) develop and implement a system that, 
for the 3-year period that begins on the date 
any recipient completes a child welfare serv-
ices program of study, tracks the employ-
ment record of the recipient, for the purpose 
of determining the percentage of recipients 
who secure employment in the field of child 
welfare services and remain employed in the 
field. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 426, as added 
Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(c), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 915; amended Pub. L. 100–203, title IX, 
§ 9137, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 1330–319; Pub. L. 
103–432, title II, § 205(b), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4457; Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 6(f)(2), 11(b), Sept. 28, 2006, 
120 Stat. 1247, 1255.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 628a of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1)(C), was transferred and redesignated as subsec. (c) 
of this section by Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(f)(2), Sept. 28, 2006, 
120 Stat. 1247. 

CODIFICATION 

Section 628a of this title, which was transferred and 
redesignated as subsec. (c) of this section by Pub. L. 
109–288, was based on act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 429, as added Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 205(a), Oct. 31, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4456. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(b), redesignated 
subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 
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which related to appropriations for demonstration 
projects for development of alternate care arrange-
ments for infants not requiring hospitalization. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(f)(2), amended section 
as amended by Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(b), by transferring 
section 628a of this title and redesignating it as subsec. 
(c) of this section. See Codification note above. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 11(b), redesignated subsec. (c) as (b). 
1994—Subsec. (a)(1)(C). Pub. L. 103–432 inserted ‘‘de-

scribed in section 628a of this title’’ after ‘‘including 
traineeships’’. 

1987—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 100–203 added subsec. 
(b) and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 205(c), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4457, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
section [enacting section 628a of this title and amend-
ing this section] shall apply to grants awarded on or 
after October 1, 1995.’’

APPROPRIATIONS OR GRANTS 

Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 240(g), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 
916, provided that any appropriations or grants made 
pursuant to section 726 of this title, as in effect prior 
to Jan. 2, 1968, were to be deemed to have been appro-
priated or made under this section. 

§ 627. Family connection grants 

(a) In general 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
may make matching grants to State, local, or 
tribal child welfare agencies, private nonprofit 
organizations that have experience in working 
with foster children or children in kinship care 
arrangements, and institutions of higher edu-
cation (as defined under section 1001 of title 20), 
for the purpose of helping children who are in, 
or at risk of entering, foster care reconnect with 
family members through the implementation 
of—

(1) a kinship navigator program to assist 
kinship caregivers in learning about, finding, 
and using programs and services to meet the 
needs of the children they are raising and 
their own needs, and to promote effective 
partnerships among public and private agen-
cies to ensure kinship caregiver families are 
served, which program—

(A) shall be coordinated with other State 
or local agencies that promote service co-
ordination or provide information and refer-
ral services, including the entities that pro-
vide 2–1–1 or 3–1–1 information systems 
where available, to avoid duplication or 
fragmentation of services to kinship care 
families; 

(B) shall be planned and operated in con-
sultation with kinship caregivers and orga-
nizations representing them, youth raised by 
kinship caregivers, relevant government 
agencies, and relevant community-based or 
faith-based organizations; 

(C) shall establish information and referral 
systems that link (via toll-free access) kin-
ship caregivers, kinship support group 
facilitators, and kinship service providers 
to—

(i) each other; 
(ii) eligibility and enrollment informa-

tion for Federal, State, and local benefits; 
(iii) relevant training to assist kinship 

caregivers in caregiving and in obtaining 
benefits and services; and 

(iv) relevant legal assistance and help in 
obtaining legal services;

(D) shall provide outreach to kinship care 
families, including by establishing, distrib-
uting, and updating a kinship care website, 
or other relevant guides or outreach mate-
rials; 

(E) shall promote partnerships between 
public and private agencies, including 
schools, community based or faith-based or-
ganizations, and relevant government agen-
cies, to increase their knowledge of the 
needs of kinship care families and other in-
dividuals who are willing and able to be fos-
ter parents for children in foster care under 
the responsibility of the State who are 
themselves parents to promote better serv-
ices for those families; 

(F) may establish and support a kinship 
care ombudsman with authority to intervene 
and help kinship caregivers access services; 
and 

(G) may support any other activities de-
signed to assist kinship caregivers in obtain-
ing benefits and services to improve their 
caregiving;

(2) intensive family-finding efforts that uti-
lize search technology to find biological fam-
ily members for children in the child welfare 
system, and once identified, work to reestab-
lish relationships and explore ways to find a 
permanent family placement for the children; 

(3) family group decision-making meetings 
for children in the child welfare system, that—

(A) enable families to make decisions and 
develop plans that nurture children and pro-
tect them from abuse and neglect, and 

(B) when appropriate, shall address domes-
tic violence issues in a safe manner and fa-
cilitate connecting children exposed to do-
mestic violence to appropriate services, in-
cluding reconnection with the abused parent 
when appropriate; or

(4) residential family treatment programs 
that—

(A) enable parents and their children to 
live in a safe environment for a period of not 
less than 6 months; and 

(B) provide, on-site or by referral, sub-
stance abuse treatment services, children’s 
early intervention services, family coun-
seling, medical, and mental health services, 
nursery and pre-school, and other services 
that are designed to provide comprehensive 
treatment that supports the family. 

(b) Applications 

An entity desiring to receive a matching grant 
under this section shall submit to the Secretary 
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an application, at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including—

(1) a description of how the grant will be 
used to implement 1 or more of the activities 
described in subsection (a); 

(2) a description of the types of children and 
families to be served, including how the chil-
dren and families will be identified and re-
cruited, and an initial projection of the num-
ber of children and families to be served; 

(3) if the entity is a private organization—
(A) documentation of support from the rel-

evant local or State child welfare agency; or 
(B) a description of how the organization 

plans to coordinate its services and activi-
ties with those offered by the relevant local 
or State child welfare agency; and

(4) an assurance that the entity will cooper-
ate fully with any evaluation provided for by 
the Secretary under this section. 

(c) Limitations 

(1) Grant duration 

The Secretary may award a grant under this 
section for a period of not less than 1 year and 
not more than 3 years. 

(2) Number of new grantees per year 

The Secretary may not award a grant under 
this section to more than 30 new grantees each 
fiscal year. 

(d) Federal contribution 

The amount of a grant payment to be made to 
a grantee under this section during each year in 
the grant period shall be the following percent-
age of the total expenditures proposed to be 
made by the grantee in the application approved 
by the Secretary under this section: 

(1) 75 percent, if the payment is for the 1st or 
2nd year of the grant period. 

(2) 50 percent, if the payment is for the 3rd 
year of the grant period. 

(e) Form of grantee contribution 

A grantee under this section may provide not 
more than 50 percent of the amount which the 
grantee is required to expend to carry out the 
activities for which a grant is awarded under 
this section in kind, fairly evaluated, including 
plant, equipment, or services. 

(f) Use of grant 

A grantee under this section shall use the 
grant in accordance with the approved applica-
tion for the grant. 

(g) Reservations of funds 

(1) Evaluation 

The Secretary shall reserve 3 percent of the 
funds made available under subsection (h) for 
each fiscal year for the conduct of a rigorous 
evaluation of the activities funded with grants 
under this section. 

(2) Technical assistance 

The Secretary may reserve 2 percent of the 
funds made available under subsection (h) for 
each fiscal year to provide technical assist-
ance to recipients of grants under this section. 

(h) Appropriation 

Out of any money in the Treasury of the 
United States not otherwise appropriated, there 

are appropriated to the Secretary for purposes 
of making grants under this section $15,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2009 through 2014. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 427, as added 
Pub. L. 110–351, title I, § 102(a), Oct. 7, 2008, 122 
Stat. 3953; amended Pub. L. 113–183, title II, 
§ 221(a)–(d), Sept. 29, 2014, 128 Stat. 1942, 1943.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 627, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, 
§ 427, as added June 17, 1980, Pub. L. 96–272, title I, 
§ 103(b), 94 Stat. 519; amended Dec. 19, 1989, Pub. L. 
101–239, title X, § 10401(a), 103 Stat. 2487, related to fos-
ter care protection required for additional payments, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 202(c), (e), 
Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4454, effective with respect to fis-
cal years beginning on or after Apr. 1, 1996. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–183, § 221(b), struck out 
‘‘and’’ before ‘‘private’’ and inserted ‘‘and institutions 
of higher education (as defined under section 1001 of 
title 20),’’ after ‘‘arrangements,’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

Subsec. (a)(1)(E). Pub. L. 113–183, § 221(c), inserted 
‘‘and other individuals who are willing and able to be 
foster parents for children in foster care under the re-
sponsibility of the State who are themselves parents’’ 
after ‘‘kinship care families’’. 

Subsec. (g)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 113–183, § 221(d), redesig-
nated pars. (2) and (3) as (1) and (2), respectively, and 
struck out former par. (1). Prior to amendment, text of 
par. (1) read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall reserve 
$5,000,000 of the funds made available under subsection 
(h) for each fiscal year for grants to implement kinship 
navigator programs described in subsection (a)(1).’’

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 113–183, § 221(a), substituted 
‘‘2014’’ for ‘‘2013’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–183, title II, § 221(e), Sept. 29, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1943, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [amending this section] shall take effect as 
if enacted on October 1, 2013.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 7, 2008, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
quarters beginning on or after such date, with delay 
permitted if State legislation is required to meet addi-
tional requirements, see section 601 of Pub. L. 110–351, 
set out as an Effective Date of 2008 Amendment note 
under section 671 of this title. 

§ 628. Payments to Indian tribal organizations 

(a) Amounts 

The Secretary may, in appropriate cases (as 
determined by the Secretary) make payments 
under this subpart directly to an Indian tribal 
organization within any State which has a plan 
for child welfare services approved under this 
subpart. Such payments shall be made in such 
manner and in such amounts as the Secretary 
determines to be appropriate. 

(b) Inclusion in State allotment 

Amounts paid under subsection (a) shall be 
deemed to be a part of the allotment (as deter-
mined under section 623 of this title) for the 
State in which such Indian tribal organization is 
located. 
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(c) ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and ‘‘tribal organization’’ de-
fined 

For purposes of this section, the terms ‘‘Indian 
tribe’’ and ‘‘tribal organization’’ shall have the 
meanings given such terms by subsections (e) 
and (l) of section 5304 of title 25, respectively. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 428, as added 
Pub. L. 96–272, title I, § 103(b), June 17, 1980, 94 
Stat. 520; amended Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, 
§ 13711(b)(3), Aug. 10, 1993, 107 Stat. 655; Pub. L. 
104–193, title III, § 375(d), Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2257; Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(f)(1), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 
Stat. 1247.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–288 substituted ‘‘section 
623’’ for ‘‘section 621’’. 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–193 amended subsec. (c) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘For purposes of this section—

‘‘(1) the term ‘tribal organization’ means the recog-
nized governing body of any Indian tribe, or any le-
gally established organization of Indians which is 
controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by such gov-
erning body; and 

‘‘(2) the term ‘Indian tribe’ means any tribe, band, 
nation, or other organized group or community of In-
dians (including any Alaska Native village or re-
gional or village corporation as defined in or estab-
lished pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act (Public Law 92–203; 85 Stat. 688)) which (A) 
is recognized as eligible for the special programs and 
services provided by the United States to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians, or (B) is located on, 
or in proximity to, a Federal or State reservation or 
rancheria.’’
1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–66 substituted ‘‘under 

this subpart’’ for ‘‘under this part’’ in two places.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 104–193, 
see section 395(a)–(c) of Pub. L. 104–193, set out as a note 
under section 654 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–66 effective with respect 
to calendar quarters beginning on or after Oct. 1, 1993, 
see section 13711(c) of Pub. L. 103–66, set out as a note 
under section 622 of this title. 

§ 628a. Transferred

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 429, as 
added Pub. L. 103–432, title II, § 205(a), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4456, which related to child welfare traineeships, 
was redesignated section 426(c) of act Aug. 14, 1935, by 
Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(f)(2), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1247, and 
is classified to section 626(c) of this title. 

§ 628b. National random sample study of child 
welfare 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall conduct (directly, or by 
grant, contract, or interagency agreement) a na-
tional study based on random samples of chil-
dren who are at risk of child abuse or neglect, or 
are determined by States to have been abused or 
neglected. 

(b) Requirements 

The study required by subsection (a) shall—
(1) have a longitudinal component; and 
(2) yield data reliable at the State level for 

as many States as the Secretary determines is 
feasible. 

(c) Preferred contents 

In conducting the study required by sub-
section (a), the Secretary should—

(1) carefully consider selecting the sample 
from cases of confirmed abuse or neglect; and 

(2) follow each case for several years while 
obtaining information on, among other 
things—

(A) the type of abuse or neglect involved; 
(B) the frequency of contact with State or 

local agencies; 
(C) whether the child involved has been 

separated from the family, and, if so, under 
what circumstances; 

(D) the number, type, and characteristics 
of out-of-home placements of the child; and 

(E) the average duration of each place-
ment. 

(d) Reports 

(1) In general 

From time to time, the Secretary shall pre-
pare reports summarizing the results of the 
study required by subsection (a). 

(2) Availability 

The Secretary shall make available to the 
public any report prepared under paragraph 
(1), in writing or in the form of an electronic 
data tape. 

(3) Authority to charge fee 

The Secretary may charge and collect a fee 
for the furnishing of reports under paragraph 
(2). 

(e) Appropriation 

Out of any money in the Treasury of the 
United States not otherwise appropriated, there 
are appropriated to the Secretary for each of fis-
cal years 1996 through 2002 $6,000,000 to carry out 
this section. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 429, formerly 
§ 429A, as added Pub. L. 104–193, title V, § 503, 
Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2277; amended Pub. L. 
105–33, title V, §§ 5591(a), 5592(a)(1)(C), Aug. 5, 
1997, 111 Stat. 643, 644; renumbered § 429, Pub. L. 
109–288, § 6(f)(3), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1247.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 429 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was renum-
bered section 426(c) and is classified to section 626(c) of 
this title. 
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AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–33, § 5592(a)(1)(C), transferred section 
in original to end of this subpart. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–33, § 5591(a), inserted ‘‘(di-
rectly, or by grant, contract, or interagency agree-
ment)’’ after ‘‘conduct’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–33 effective as if included 
in the enactment of title V of the Personal Responsi-
bility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, 
Pub. L. 104–193, see section 5593 of Pub. L. 105–33, set out 
as a note under section 622 of this title.

SUBPART 2—PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE 
FAMILIES 

§ 629. Purpose 

The purpose of this program is to enable 
States to develop and establish, or expand, and 
to operate coordinated programs of community-
based family support services, family preserva-
tion services, family reunification services, and 
adoption promotion and support services to ac-
complish the following objectives: 

(1) To prevent child maltreatment among 
families at risk through the provision of sup-
portive family services. 

(2) To assure children’s safety within the 
home and preserve intact families in which 
children have been maltreated, when the fam-
ily’s problems can be addressed effectively. 

(3) To address the problems of families 
whose children have been placed in foster care 
so that reunification may occur in a safe and 
stable manner in accordance with the Adop-
tion and Safe Families Act of 1997. 

(4) To support adoptive families by providing 
support services as necessary so that they can 
make a lifetime commitment to their chil-
dren. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 430, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 649; amended Pub. L. 105–89, title 
III, § 305(a)(1), (2), (b)(3)(A), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2130, 2131; Pub. L. 107–133, title I, § 101, Jan. 
17, 2002, 115 Stat. 2414; Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(d), 
Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1235; Pub. L. 115–123, div. 
E, title VII, § 50721(b)(1), Feb. 9, 2018, 132 Stat. 
245.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, referred 
to in par. (3), is Pub. L. 105–89, Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 
2115, as amended. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1997 Amendment 
note set out under section 1305 of this title and Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 430 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 630 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485, title II, § 202(a), Oct. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 2377. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–123 struck out ‘‘time-limited’’ before 
‘‘family reunification services’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–288 substituted ‘‘Purpose’’ for 
‘‘Findings and purpose’’ in section catchline, struck 

out subsec. (a) relating to findings, and struck out sub-
sec. (b) designation and heading before ‘‘The purpose’’. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–133 amended section generally, sub-
stituting subsecs. (a) and (b) relating to findings and 
purpose for former subsecs. (a) to (d) relating to pur-
poses, limitations on authorizations of appropriations, 
description of amounts, inflation percentage, and res-
ervation of certain amounts. 

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(b)(3)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘, community-based family support services, 
time-limited family reunification services, and adop-
tion promotion and support services’’ for ‘‘and commu-
nity-based family support services’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6) to (8). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(a)(1), added 
pars. (6) to (8). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘1998, 1999, 2000, and 2001’’ for ‘‘and 1998’’ in pars. (1) and 
(2).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–123 effective Oct. 1, 2018, 
subject to transition rules for required State legisla-
tion or tribal action, see section 50734 of Pub. L. 115–123, 
set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–133, title III, § 301, Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 
2425, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), the 
amendments made by this Act [enacting sections 629f 
to 629i of this title and amending this section and sec-
tions 629a, 629c, 629d, 629e, 674, and 677 of this title] 
shall take effect on the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Jan. 17, 2002]. 

‘‘(b) DELAY PERMITTED IF STATE LEGISLATION RE-
QUIRED.—In the case of a State plan under subpart 2 of 
part B or part E of the Social Security Act [probably 
means subpart 2 of part B or part E of title IV of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 629 et seq., 670 et seq.)] 
that the Secretary of Health and Human Services de-
termines requires State legislation (other than legisla-
tion appropriating funds) in order for the plan to meet 
the additional requirements imposed by the amend-
ments specified in subsection (a) of this section, the 
State plan shall not be regarded as failing to comply 
with the requirements of such part solely on the basis 
of the failure of the plan to meet the additional re-
quirements before the first day of the first calendar 
quarter beginning after the close of the first regular 
session of the State legislature that begins after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Jan. 17, 2001]. For 
purposes of the preceding sentence, in the case of a 
State that has a 2-year legislative session, each year of 
the session shall be deemed to be a separate regular 
session of the State legislature.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–89 effective Nov. 19, 1997, 
except as otherwise provided, with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required, see section 501 of Pub. L. 
105–89, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subpart effective with respect to calendar quarters 
beginning on or after Oct. 1, 1993, see section 13711(c) of 
Pub. L. 103–66, set out as an Effective Date of 1993 
Amendment note under section 622 of this title. 
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§ 629a. Definitions 

(a) In general 

As used in this subpart: 

(1) Family preservation services 

The term ‘‘family preservation services’’ 
means services for children and families de-
signed to help families (including adoptive and 
extended families) at risk or in crisis, includ-
ing—

(A) service programs designed to help chil-
dren—

(i) where safe and appropriate, return to 
families from which they have been re-
moved; or 

(ii) be placed for adoption, with a legal 
guardian, or, if adoption or legal guardian-
ship is determined not to be safe and ap-
propriate for a child, in some other 
planned, permanent living arrangement;

(B) preplacement preventive services pro-
grams, such as intensive family preservation 
programs, designed to help children at risk 
of foster care placement remain safely with 
their families; 

(C) service programs designed to provide 
followup care to families to whom a child 
has been returned after a foster care place-
ment; 

(D) respite care of children to provide tem-
porary relief for parents and other care-
givers (including foster parents); 

(E) services designed to improve parenting 
skills (by reinforcing parents’ confidence in 
their strengths, and helping them to identify 
where improvement is needed and to obtain 
assistance in improving those skills) with 
respect to matters such as child develop-
ment, family budgeting, coping with stress, 
health, and nutrition; and 

(F) infant safe haven programs to provide 
a way for a parent to safely relinquish a 
newborn infant at a safe haven designated 
pursuant to a State law. 

(2) Family support services 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘family support services’’ means 
community-based services designed to carry 
out the purposes described in subparagraph 
(B). 

(B) Purposes described 

The purposes described in this subpara-
graph are the following: 

(i) To promote the safety and well-being 
of children and families. 

(ii) To increase the strength and sta-
bility of families (including adoptive, fos-
ter, and extended families). 

(iii) To support and retain foster families 
so they can provide quality family-based 
settings for children in foster care. 

(iv) To increase parents’ confidence and 
competence in their parenting abilities. 

(v) To afford children a safe, stable, and 
supportive family environment. 

(vi) To strengthen parental relationships 
and promote healthy marriages. 

(vii) To enhance child development, in-
cluding through mentoring (as defined in 
section 629i(b)(2) of this title). 

(3) State agency 

The term ‘‘State agency’’ means the State 
agency responsible for administering the pro-
gram under subpart 1. 

(4) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ includes an Indian tribe or 
tribal organization, in addition to the mean-
ing given such term for purposes of subpart 1. 

(5) Indian tribe 

The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 628(c) of this title. 

(6) Tribal organization 

The term ‘‘tribal organization’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 628(c) of 
this title. 

(7) Family reunification services 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘family reunification services’’ 
means the services and activities described 
in subparagraph (B) that are provided to a 
child that is removed from the child’s home 
and placed in a foster family home or a child 
care institution or a child who has been re-
turned home and to the parents or primary 
caregiver of such a child, in order to facili-
tate the reunification of the child safely and 
appropriately within a timely fashion and to 
ensure the strength and stability of the re-
unification. In the case of a child who has 
been returned home, the services and activi-
ties shall only be provided during the 15-
month period that begins on the date that 
the child returns home. 

(B) Services and activities described 

The services and activities described in 
this subparagraph are the following: 

(i) Individual, group, and family coun-
seling. 

(ii) Inpatient, residential, or outpatient 
substance abuse treatment services. 

(iii) Mental health services. 
(iv) Assistance to address domestic vio-

lence. 
(v) Services designed to provide tem-

porary child care and therapeutic services 
for families, including crisis nurseries. 

(vi) Peer-to-peer mentoring and support 
groups for parents and primary caregivers. 

(vii) Services and activities designed to 
facilitate access to and visitation of chil-
dren by parents and siblings. 

(viii) Transportation to or from any of 
the services and activities described in 
this subparagraph. 

(8) Adoption promotion and support services 

The term ‘‘adoption promotion and support 
services’’ means services and activities de-
signed to encourage more adoptions out of the 
foster care system, when adoptions promote 
the best interests of children, including such 
activities as pre- and post-adoptive services 
and activities designed to expedite the adop-
tion process and support adoptive families. 

(9) Non-Federal funds 

The term ‘‘non-Federal funds’’ means State 
funds, or at the option of a State, State and 
local funds. 
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(b) Other terms 

For other definitions of other terms used in 
this subpart, see section 675 of this title. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 431, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 650; amended Pub. L. 105–89, title 
III, § 305(b)(2), (c)(2), (d)(1), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 
2131, 2132; Pub. L. 106–169, title IV, § 401(e), Dec. 
14, 1999, 113 Stat. 1858; Pub. L. 107–133, title I, 
§ 102, Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 2415; Pub. L. 109–288, 
§ 11(c), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1255; Pub. L. 
112–34, title I, § 102(c), (d), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 
371, 372; Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, title VII, 
§§ 50721(a), 50751(a), Feb. 9, 2018, 132 Stat. 245, 262.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 431 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 631 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a)(2)(B)(iii) to (vii). Pub. L. 115–123, 
§ 50751(a), added cl. (iii) and redesignated former cls. 
(iii) to (vi) as (iv) to (vii), respectively. 

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50721(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘Family’’ for ‘‘Time-limited family’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (a)(7)(A). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50721(a)(2), struck 
out ‘‘time-limited’’ before ‘‘family reunification’’, in-
serted ‘‘or a child who has been returned home’’ after 
‘‘child care institution’’, and substituted ‘‘and to en-
sure the strength and stability of the reunification. In 
the case of a child who has been returned home, the 
services and activities shall only be provided during 
the 15-month period that begins on the date that the 
child returns home’’ for ‘‘, but only during the 15-
month period that begins on the date that the child, 
pursuant to section 675(5)(F) of this title, is considered 
to have entered foster care’’. 

2011—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(c)(1), amended 
par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: ‘‘The term ‘family support services’ means com-
munity-based services to promote the safety and well-
being of children and families designed to increase the 
strength and stability of families (including adoptive, 
foster, and extended families), to increase parents’ con-
fidence and competence in their parenting abilities, to 
afford children a safe, stable, and supportive family en-
vironment, to strengthen parental relationships and 
promote healthy marriages, and otherwise to enhance 
child development.’’

Subsec. (a)(5), (6). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(d), added pars. 
(5) and (6) and struck out former pars. (5) and (6) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(5) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘tribal organi-
zation’ means the recognized governing body of any In-
dian tribe. 

‘‘(6) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian tribe’ means any 
Indian tribe (as defined in section 682(i)(5) of this title, 
as in effect before August 22, 1996) and any Alaska Na-
tive organization (as defined in section 682(i)(7)(A) of 
this title, as so in effect).’’

Subsec. (a)(7)(B)(vi) to (viii). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(c)(2), 
added cls. (vi) and (vii) and redesignated former cl. (vi) 
as (viii). 

2006—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 109–288 substituted ‘‘1996’’ 
for ‘‘1986’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a)(1)(F). Pub. L. 107–133, § 102(a), added 
subpar. (F). 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 107–133, § 102(b), inserted ‘‘to 
strengthen parental relationships and promote healthy 
marriages,’’ after ‘‘environment,’’. 

1999—Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 106–169 inserted ‘‘, as in 
effect before August 22, 1986’’ after ‘‘682(i)(5) of this 
title’’ and ‘‘, as so in effect’’ after ‘‘682(i)(7)(A) of this 
title’’. 

1997—Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(c)(2)(A)(i), 
inserted ‘‘safe and’’ before ‘‘appropriate’’ in cls. (i) and 
(ii). 

Subsec. (a)(1)(B). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(c)(2)(A)(ii), in-
serted ‘‘safely’’ after ‘‘remain’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(c)(2)(B), inserted 
‘‘safety and’’ before ‘‘well-being of children’’ and sub-
stituted ‘‘safe, stable, and supportive family’’ for ‘‘sta-
ble and supportive family’’. 

Subsec. (a)(7), (8). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(b)(2), added 
pars. (7) and (8). 

Subsec. (a)(9). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(d)(1), added par. (9).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 50721(a) of Pub. L. 115–123 ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2018, subject to transition rules for re-
quired State legislation or tribal action, see section 
50734 of Pub. L. 115–123, set out as a note under section 
622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–133 effective Jan. 17, 2002, 
with delay permitted if State legislation is required, 
see section 301 of Pub. L. 107–133, set out as a note 
under section 629 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–169 effective as if included 
in the enactment of the Personal Responsibility and 
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. 
104–193, see section 401(q) of Pub. L. 106–169, set out as 
a note under section 602 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 305(b)(2), (c)(2) of Pub. L. 
105–89 effective Nov. 19, 1997, except as otherwise pro-
vided, with delay permitted if State legislation is re-
quired, see section 501 of Pub. L. 105–89, set out as a 
note under section 622 of this title. 

Pub. L. 105–89, title III, § 305(d)(2), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2132, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
paragraph (1) [amending this section] takes effect as if 
included in the enactment of section 13711 of the Omni-
bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 (Public Law 
103–33 [103–66]; 107 Stat. 649).’’

§ 629b. State plans 

(a) Plan requirements 

A State plan meets the requirements of this 
subsection if the plan—

(1) provides that the State agency shall ad-
minister, or supervise the administration of, 
the State program under this subpart; 

(2)(A)(i) sets forth the goals intended to be 
accomplished under the plan by the end of the 
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5th fiscal year in which the plan is in oper-
ation in the State, and (ii) is updated periodi-
cally to set forth the goals intended to be ac-
complished under the plan by the end of each 
5th fiscal year thereafter; 

(B) describes the methods to be used in 
measuring progress toward accomplishment of 
the goals; 

(C) contains assurances that the State—
(i) after the end of each of the 1st 4 fiscal 

years covered by a set of goals, will perform 
an interim review of progress toward accom-
plishment of the goals, and on the basis of 
the interim review will revise the statement 
of goals in the plan, if necessary, to reflect 
changed circumstances; and 

(ii) after the end of the last fiscal year cov-
ered by a set of goals, will perform a final re-
view of progress toward accomplishment of 
the goals, and on the basis of the final re-
view (I) will prepare, transmit to the Sec-
retary, and make available to the public a 
final report on progress toward accomplish-
ment of the goals, and (II) will develop (in 
consultation with the entities required to be 
consulted pursuant to subsection (b)) and 
add to the plan a statement of the goals in-
tended to be accomplished by the end of the 
5th succeeding fiscal year;

(3) provides for coordination, to the extent 
feasible and appropriate, of the provision of 
services under the plan and the provision of 
services or benefits under other Federal or fed-
erally assisted programs serving the same pop-
ulations; 

(4) contains assurances that not more than 
10 percent of expenditures under the plan for 
any fiscal year with respect to which the State 
is eligible for payment under section 629d of 
this title for the fiscal year shall be for admin-
istrative costs, and that the remaining ex-
penditures shall be for programs of family 
preservation services, community-based fam-
ily support services, family reunification serv-
ices, and adoption promotion and support 
services, with significant portions of such ex-
penditures for each such program; 

(5) contains assurances that the State will—
(A) annually prepare, furnish to the Sec-

retary, and make available to the public a 
description (including separate descriptions 
with respect to family preservation services, 
community-based family support services, 
family reunification services, and adoption 
promotion and support services) of—

(i) the service programs to be made 
available under the plan in the imme-
diately succeeding fiscal year; 

(ii) the populations which the programs 
will serve; and 

(iii) the geographic areas in the State in 
which the services will be available; and

(B) perform the activities described in sub-
paragraph (A)—

(i) in the case of the 1st fiscal year under 
the plan, at the time the State submits its 
initial plan; and 

(ii) in the case of each succeeding fiscal 
year, by the end of the 3rd quarter of the 
immediately preceding fiscal year;

(6) provides for such methods of administra-
tion as the Secretary finds to be necessary for 
the proper and efficient operation of the plan; 

(7)(A) contains assurances that Federal 
funds provided to the State under this subpart 
will not be used to supplant Federal or non-
Federal funds for existing services and activi-
ties which promote the purposes of this sub-
part; and 

(B) provides that the State will furnish re-
ports to the Secretary, at such times, in such 
format, and containing such information as 
the Secretary may require, that demonstrate 
the State’s compliance with the prohibition 
contained in subparagraph (A); 

(8)(A) provides that the State agency will 
furnish such reports, containing such informa-
tion, and participate in such evaluations, as 
the Secretary may require; and 

(B) provides that, not later than June 30 of 
each year, the State will submit to the Sec-
retary—

(i) copies of form CFS–101 (including all 
parts and any successor forms) that report 
on planned child and family services expend-
itures by the agency for the immediately 
succeeding fiscal year; and 

(ii) copies of form CFS–101 (including all 
parts and any successor forms) that provide, 
with respect to the programs authorized 
under this subpart and subpart 1 and, at 
State option, other programs included on 
such forms, for the most recent preceding 
fiscal year for which reporting of actual ex-
penditures is complete—

(I) the numbers of families and of chil-
dren served by the State agency; 

(II) the population served by the State 
agency; 

(III) the geographic areas served by the 
State agency; and 

(IV) the actual expenditures of funds 
provided to the State agency;

(9) contains assurances that in admin-
istering and conducting service programs 
under the plan, the safety of the children to be 
served shall be of paramount concern; and 

(10) describes how the State identifies which 
populations are at the greatest risk of mal-
treatment and how services are targeted to 
the populations. 

(b) Approval of plans 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall approve a plan that 
meets the requirements of subsection (a) only 
if the plan was developed jointly by the Sec-
retary and the State, after consultation by the 
State agency with appropriate public and non-
profit private agencies and community-based 
organizations with experience in admin-
istering programs of services for children and 
families (including family preservation, fam-
ily support, family reunification, and adoption 
promotion and support services). 

(2) Plans of Indian tribes or tribal consortia 

(A) Exemption from inappropriate require-
ments 

The Secretary may exempt a plan sub-
mitted by an Indian tribe or tribal consor-
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tium from the requirements of subsection 
(a)(4) of this section to the extent that the 
Secretary determines those requirements 
would be inappropriate to apply to the In-
dian tribe or tribal consortium, taking into 
account the resources, needs, and other cir-
cumstances of the Indian tribe or tribal con-
sortium. 

(B) Special rule 

Notwithstanding subparagraph (A) of this 
paragraph, the Secretary may not approve a 
plan of an Indian tribe or tribal consortium 
under this subpart to which (but for this 
subparagraph) an allotment of less than 
$10,000 would be made under section 629c(a) 
of this title if allotments were made under 
section 629c(a) of this title to all Indian 
tribes and tribal consortia with plans ap-
proved under this subpart with the same or 
larger numbers of children. 

(c) Annual submission of State reports to Con-
gress 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall compile the reports re-
quired under subsection (a)(8)(B) and, not later 
than September 30 of each year, submit such 
compilation to the Committee on Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Finance of the Senate. 

(2) Information to be included 

The compilation shall include the individual 
State reports and tables that synthesize State 
information into national totals for each ele-
ment required to be included in the reports, 
including planned and actual spending by serv-
ice category for the program authorized under 
this subpart and planned spending by service 
category for the program authorized under 
subpart 1. 

(3) Public accessibility 

Not later than September 30 of each year, 
the Secretary shall publish the compilation on 
the website of the Department of Health and 
Human Services in a location easily accessible 
by the public. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 432, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 651; amended Pub. L. 105–89, title 
III, § 305(b)(1), (c)(1), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 2130, 
2131; Pub. L. 105–200, title IV, § 410(c), July 16, 
1998, 112 Stat. 673; Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 3(e)(1), (2), 
5(b)(3)(A), (c), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1235, 1243, 
1244; Pub. L. 112–34, title I, § 102(b), (e), (g)(1), 
Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 371, 372; Pub. L. 115–123, 
div. E, title VII, § 50721(b)(2), Feb. 9, 2018, 132 
Stat. 245.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 432 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 632 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50721(b)(2), 
struck out ‘‘time-limited’’ before ‘‘family reunification 
services’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5)(A). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50721(b)(2), struck 
out ‘‘time-limited’’ before ‘‘family reunification serv-
ices’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50721(b)(2), struck out 
‘‘time-limited’’ before ‘‘family reunification’’. 

2011—Subsec. (a)(8)(B)(i), (ii). Pub. L. 112–34, 
§ 102(g)(1), substituted ‘‘form CFS–101 (including all 
parts and any successor forms)’’ for ‘‘forms CFS 
101–Part I and CFS 101–Part II (or any successor 
forms)’’. 

Subsec. (a)(10). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(b), added par. (10). 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(e), designated existing 

provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, and added pars. 
(2) and (3). 

2006—Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(e)(1), des-
ignated existing provisions as subpar. (A) and added 
subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(3)(A)(i), inserted 
‘‘or tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘tribes’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(c), substituted 
‘‘the requirements of subsection (a)(4) of this section to 
the extent that the Secretary determines those require-
ments’’ for ‘‘any requirement of this section that the 
Secretary determines’’. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(3)(A)(ii), inserted ‘‘or tribal con-
sortium’’ after ‘‘Indian tribe’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(3)(A)(iii), in-
serted ‘‘or tribal consortium’’ after ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and 
‘‘and tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘Indian tribes’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(e)(2), added subsec. (c). 
1998—Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 105–200 inserted ‘‘; and’’ 

at end. 
1997—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(b)(1)(A)(i), 

substituted ‘‘, community-based family support serv-
ices, time-limited family reunification services, and 
adoption promotion and support services,’’ for ‘‘and 
community-based family support services’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5)(A). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(b)(1)(A)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘, community-based family support services, 
time-limited family reunification services, and adop-
tion promotion and support services’’ for ‘‘and commu-
nity-based family support services’’. 

Subsec. (a)(9). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(c)(1), added par. (9). 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(b)(1)(B), substituted 

‘‘, family support, time-limited family reunification, 
and adoption promotion and support’’ for ‘‘and family 
support’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–123 effective Oct. 1, 2018, 
subject to transition rules for required State legisla-
tion or tribal action, see section 50734 of Pub. L. 115–123, 
set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(e)(3), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1236, 
provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this sub-
section [amending this section] take effect on the date 
of enactment of this Act [Sept. 28, 2006]. Each State 
with an approved plan under subpart 1 or 2 of part B of 
title IV of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 620 et seq., 
629 et seq.] shall make its initial submission of the 
forms required under section 432(a)(8)(B) of the Social 
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 629b(a)(8)(B)] to the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services by June 30, 2007, and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services shall submit 
the first compilation required under section 432(c) of 
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the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 629b(c)] by Sep-
tember 30, 2007.’’

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
except as otherwise provided, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
calendar quarters beginning on or after such date, 
without regard to whether implementing regulations 
have been promulgated, and with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required to meet additional require-
ments, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 109–288, set out 
as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–89 effective Nov. 19, 1997, 
except as otherwise provided, with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required, see section 501 of Pub. L. 
105–89, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

§ 629c. Allotments to States 

(a) Indian tribes or tribal consortia 

From the amount reserved pursuant to section 
629f(b)(3) of this title for any fiscal year, the 
Secretary shall allot to each Indian tribe with a 
plan approved under this subpart an amount 
that bears the same ratio to such reserved 
amount as the number of children in the Indian 
tribe bears to the total number of children in all 
Indian tribes with State plans so approved, as 
determined by the Secretary on the basis of the 
most current and reliable information available 
to the Secretary. If a consortium of Indian 
tribes submits a plan approved under this sub-
part, the Secretary shall allot to the consortium 
an amount equal to the sum of the allotments 
determined for each Indian tribe that is part of 
the consortium. 

(b) Territories 

From the amount described in section 629f(a) 
of this title for any fiscal year that remains 
after applying section 629f(b) of this title for the 
fiscal year, the Secretary shall allot to each of 
the jurisdictions of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Vir-
gin Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, and 
American Samoa an amount determined in the 
same manner as the allotment to each of such 
jurisdictions is determined under section 623 of 
this title. 

(c) Other States 

(1) In general 

From the amount described in section 629f(a) 
of this title for any fiscal year that remains 
after applying section 629f(b) of this title and 
subsection (b) of this section for the fiscal 
year, the Secretary shall allot to each State 
(other than an Indian tribe) which is not speci-
fied in subsection (b) of this section an 
amount equal to such remaining amount mul-
tiplied by the supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program benefits percentage of the State 
for the fiscal year. 

(2) Supplemental nutrition assistance program 
benefits percentage defined 

(A) In general 

As used in paragraph (1) of this subsection, 
the term ‘‘supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits percentage’’ means, with 
respect to a State and a fiscal year, the av-
erage monthly number of children receiving 
supplemental nutrition assistance program 

benefits in the State for months in the 3 fis-
cal years referred to in subparagraph (B) of 
this paragraph, as determined from sample 
surveys made under section 2025(c) of title 7, 
expressed as a percentage of the average 
monthly number of children receiving sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program ben-
efits in the States described in such para-
graph (1) for months in such 3 fiscal years, as 
so determined. 

(B) Fiscal years used in calculation 

For purposes of the calculation pursuant 
to subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall use 
data for the 3 most recent fiscal years, pre-
ceding the fiscal year for which the State’s 
allotment is calculated under this sub-
section, for which such data are available to 
the Secretary. 

(d) Reallotments 

The amount of any allotment to a State under 
subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this section for any 
fiscal year that the State certifies to the Sec-
retary will not be required for carrying out the 
State plan under section 629b of this title shall 
be available for reallotment using the allotment 
methodology specified in subsection (a), (b), or 
(c) of this section. Any amount so reallotted to 
a State is deemed part of the allotment of the 
State under the preceding provisions of this sec-
tion. 

(e) Allotment of funds reserved to support 
monthly caseworker visits 

(1) Territories 

From the amount reserved pursuant to sec-
tion 629f(b)(4)(A) of this title for any fiscal 
year, the Secretary shall allot to each juris-
diction specified in subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, that has provided to the Secretary such 
documentation as may be necessary to verify 
that the jurisdiction has complied with sec-
tion 629f(b)(4)(B)(ii) of this title during the fis-
cal year, an amount determined in the same 
manner as the allotment to each of such juris-
dictions is determined under section 623 of this 
title (without regard to the initial allotment 
of $70,000 to each State). 

(2) Other States 

From the amount reserved pursuant to sec-
tion 629f(b)(4)(A) of this title for any fiscal 
year that remains after applying paragraph (1) 
of this subsection for the fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall allot to each State (other than an 
Indian tribe) not specified in subsection (b) of 
this section, that has provided to the Sec-
retary such documentation as may be nec-
essary to verify that the State has complied 
with section 629f(b)(4)(B)(ii) of this title during 
the fiscal year, an amount equal to such re-
maining amount multiplied by the supple-
mental nutrition assistance program benefits 
percentage of the State (as defined in sub-
section (c)(2) of this section) for the fiscal 
year, except that in applying subsection 
(c)(2)(A) of this section, ‘‘subsection (e)(2)’’ 
shall be substituted for ‘‘such paragraph (1)’’. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 433, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 653; amended Pub. L. 107–133, title 
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I, §§ 103, 106(a)(2), Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 2415, 
2417; Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 4(a)(2), 5(b)(1)(A), 6(f)(4), 
Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1237, 1242, 1247; Pub. L. 
110–234, title IV, § 4002(b)(1)(B), (D), (2)(V), May 
22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1096, 1097; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), 
title IV, § 4002(b)(1)(B), (D), (2)(V), June 18, 2008, 
122 Stat. 1664, 1857, 1858; Pub. L. 112–34, title I, 
§ 102(g)(2), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 372.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 433 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 633 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(g)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Supplemental nutrition assistance program 
benefits’’ for ‘‘Food stamp’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(g)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘receiving supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits’’ for ‘‘receiving supplemental nutri-
tion assistance program benefits benefits’’ in two 
places. 

2008—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 110–246, § 4002(b)(1)(D), 
(2)(V), substituted ‘‘supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits’’ for ‘‘food stamp’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 110–246, § 4002(b)(1)(D), (2)(V), 
substituted ‘‘supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram benefits’’ for ‘‘food stamp’’ wherever appearing. 

Pub. L. 110–246, § 4002(b)(1)(B), (2)(V), made technical 
amendment to reference in original act which appears 
in text as reference to section 2025(c) of title 7. 

Subsec. (e)(2). Pub. L. 110–246, § 4002(b)(1)(D), (2)(V), 
substituted ‘‘supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram benefits’’ for ‘‘food stamp’’. 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(1)(A), inserted 
‘‘or tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘tribes’’ in heading and in-
serted at end of text ‘‘If a consortium of Indian tribes 
submits a plan approved under this subpart, the Sec-
retary shall allot to the consortium an amount equal 
to the sum of the allotments determined for each In-
dian tribe that is part of the consortium.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(f)(4), substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 623’’ for ‘‘section 621’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(a)(2)(A), inserted ‘‘sub-
section (a), (b), or (c) of’’ after ‘‘to a State under’’ and 
‘‘specified in’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(a)(2)(B), added subsec. 
(e). 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–133, § 106(a)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 629f(b)(3)’’ for ‘‘section 629(d)(3)’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–133, § 106(a)(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘section 629f(a)’’ for ‘‘section 629(b)’’ and ‘‘section 
629f(b)’’ for ‘‘section 629(d)’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 107–133, § 106(a)(2)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 629f(a)’’ for ‘‘section 629(b)’’ and ‘‘sec-
tion 629f(b)’’ for ‘‘section 629(d)’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–133, § 103, added subsec. (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of Title 7, 
Agriculture. 

Amendment by section 4002(b)(1)(B), (D), (2)(V) of 
Pub. L. 110–246 effective Oct. 1, 2008, see section 4407 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as a note under section 1161 of 
Title 2, The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–133 effective Jan. 17, 2002, 
with delay permitted if State legislation is required, 
see section 301 of Pub. L. 107–133, set out as a note 
under section 629 of this title. 

§ 629d. Payments to States 

(a) Entitlement 

Each State that has a plan approved under 
section 629b of this title shall, subject to sub-
section (d), be entitled to payment of the sum 
of—

(1) the lesser of—
(A) 75 percent of the total expenditures by 

the State for activities under the plan dur-
ing the fiscal year or the immediately suc-
ceeding fiscal year; or 

(B) the allotment of the State under sub-
section (a), (b), or (c) of section 629c of this 
title, whichever is applicable, for the fiscal 
year; and

(2) the lesser of—
(A) 75 percent of the total expenditures by 

the State in accordance with section 
629f(b)(4)(B) of this title during the fiscal 
year or the immediately succeeding fiscal 
year; or 

(B) the allotment of the State under sec-
tion 629c(e) of this title for the fiscal year. 

(b) Prohibitions 

(1) No use of other Federal funds for State 
match 

Each State receiving an amount paid under 
subsection (a) may not expend any Federal 
funds to meet the costs of services under the 
State plan under section 629b of this title not 
covered by the amount so paid. 

(2) Availability of funds 

A State may not expend any amount paid 
under subsection (a) for any fiscal year after 
the end of the immediately succeeding fiscal 
year. 

(c) Direct payments to tribal organizations of In-
dian tribes or tribal consortia 

The Secretary shall pay any amount to which 
an Indian tribe or tribal consortium is entitled 
under this section directly to the tribal organi-
zation of the Indian tribe or in the case of a pay-
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ment to a tribal consortium, such tribal organi-
zations of, or entity established by, the Indian 
tribes that are part of the consortium as the 
consortium shall designate. 

(d) Limitation on reimbursement for administra-
tive costs 

The Secretary shall not make a payment to a 
State under this section with respect to expendi-
tures for administrative costs during a fiscal 
year, to the extent that the total amount of the 
expenditures exceeds 10 percent of the total ex-
penditures of the State during the fiscal year 
under the State plan approved under section 
629b of this title. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 434, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 653; amended Pub. L. 107–133, title 
I, § 104, Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 2415; Pub. L. 
109–288, §§ 3(f)(1), 4(a)(3), 5(b)(3)(B), Sept. 28, 2006, 
120 Stat. 1236, 1237, 1243.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 434 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 634 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘the sum of—’’ for ‘‘the lesser of—’’ in introductory 
provisions, added pars. (1) and (2), and struck out 
former pars. (1) and (2) which read as follows: 

‘‘(1) 75 percent of the total expenditures by the State 
for activities under the plan during the fiscal year or 
the immediately succeeding fiscal year; or 

‘‘(2) the allotment of the State under section 629c of 
this title for the fiscal year.’’

Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(f)(1)(A), inserted ‘‘, subject to sub-
section (d),’’ after ‘‘shall’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(3)(B), in heading in-
serted ‘‘or tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘tribes’’ and in text 
inserted ‘‘or tribal consortium’’ after ‘‘to which an In-
dian tribe’’ and ‘‘or in the case of a payment to a tribal 
consortium, such tribal organizations of, or entity es-
tablished by, the Indian tribes that are part of the con-
sortium as the consortium shall designate’’ after ‘‘of 
the Indian tribe’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(f)(1)(B), added subsec. 
(d). 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–133, § 104(a), struck out 
par. (1) designation and heading after subsec. heading, 
substituted ‘‘Each State that has a plan approved 
under section 629b of this title shall be entitled to pay-
ment of the lesser of—’’ for ‘‘Except as provided in 
paragraph (2) of this subsection, each State which has 
a plan approved under this subpart shall be entitled to 
payment of the lesser of—’’, redesignated subpars. (A) 
and (B) of former par. (1) as pars. (1) and (2), respec-
tively, and realigned their margins, and struck out 
former par. (2) which related to a special rule for fiscal 
year 1994. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 107–133, § 104(b)(1), struck out 
‘‘paragraph (1) or (2)(B) of’’ after ‘‘amount paid under’’ 
and substituted ‘‘under the State plan under section 
629b of this title’’ for ‘‘described in this subpart’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 107–133, § 104(b)(2), substituted 
‘‘subsection (a)’’ for ‘‘subsection (a)(1)’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(f)(2), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1236, 
provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by paragraph (1) 
[amending this section] shall apply to expenditures 
made on or after October 1, 2007.’’

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
except as otherwise provided, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
calendar quarters beginning on or after such date, 
without regard to whether implementing regulations 
have been promulgated, and with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required to meet additional require-
ments, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 109–288, set out 
as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–133 effective Jan. 17, 2002, 
with delay permitted if State legislation is required, 
see section 301 of Pub. L. 107–133, set out as a note 
under section 629 of this title. 

EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR THE MARYLEE ALLEN 
PROMOTING SAFE AND STABLE FAMILIES PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 116–260, div. X, § 6, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2413, 
provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Out of any money in the Treasury 
of the United States not otherwise appropriated, there 
are appropriated $85,000,000 to carry out section 436(a) 
of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 629f(a)] for fiscal 
year 2021, in addition to any amounts otherwise made 
available for such purpose. For purposes of section 
436(b) of such Act, the amount made available by the 
preceding sentence shall be considered part of the 
amount specified in such section 436(a). 

‘‘(b) INAPPLICABILITY OF STATE MATCHING REQUIRE-
MENT TO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—In making payments 
under section 434(a) of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 629d(a)] from the additional funds made avail-
able as a result of subsection (a) of this section, the 
percentage specified in section 434(a)(1) of such Act is 
deemed to be 100 percent.’’

§ 629e. Evaluations; research; technical assist-
ance 

(a) Evaluations 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall evaluate and report to 
the Congress biennially on the effectiveness of 
the programs carried out pursuant to this sub-
part in accomplishing the purposes of this sub-
part, and may evaluate any other Federal, 
State, or local program, regardless of whether 
federally assisted, that is designed to achieve 
the same purposes as the program under this 
subpart, in accordance with criteria estab-
lished in accordance with paragraph (2). 

(2) Criteria to be used 

In developing the criteria to be used in eval-
uations under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall consult with appropriate parties, such 
as—

(A) State agencies administering programs 
under this part and part E; 

(B) persons administering child and family 
services programs (including family preser-
vation and family support programs) for pri-
vate, nonprofit organizations with an inter-
est in child welfare; and 

(C) other persons with recognized expertise 
in the evaluation of child and family serv-
ices programs (including family preservation 
and family support programs) or other re-
lated programs. 

(3) Timing of report 

Beginning in 2003, the Secretary shall sub-
mit the biennial report required by this sub-
section not later than April 1 of every other 
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year, and shall include in each such report the 
funding level, the status of ongoing evalua-
tions, findings to date, and the nature of any 
technical assistance provided to States under 
subsection (d). 

(b) Coordination of evaluations 

The Secretary shall develop procedures to co-
ordinate evaluations under this section, to the 
extent feasible, with evaluations by the States 
of the effectiveness of programs under this sub-
part. 

(c) Evaluation, research, and technical assist-
ance with respect to targeted program re-
sources 

Of the amount reserved under section 629f(b)(1) 
of this title for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall 
use not less than—

(1) $1,000,000 for evaluations, research, and 
providing technical assistance with respect to 
supporting monthly caseworker visits with 
children who are in foster care under the re-
sponsibility of the State, in accordance with 
section 629f(b)(4)(B)(i) of this title; and 

(2) $1,000,000 for evaluations, research, and 
providing technical assistance with respect to 
grants under section 629g(f) of this title. 

(d) Technical assistance 

To the extent funds are available therefor, the 
Secretary shall provide technical assistance 
that helps States and Indian tribes or tribal con-
sortia to—

(1) develop research-based protocols for iden-
tifying families at risk of abuse and neglect of 
use in the field; 

(2) develop treatment models that address 
the needs of families at risk, particularly fam-
ilies with substance abuse issues; 

(3) implement programs with well-articu-
lated theories of how the intervention will re-
sult in desired changes among families at risk; 

(4) establish mechanisms to ensure that 
service provision matches the treatment 
model; and 

(5) establish mechanisms to ensure that 
postadoption services meet the needs of the in-
dividual families and develop models to reduce 
the disruption rates of adoption. 

(e) Family recovery and reunification program 
replication project 

(1) Purpose 

The purpose of this subsection is to provide 
resources to the Secretary to support the con-
duct and evaluation of a family recovery and 
reunification program replication project (re-
ferred to in this subsection as the ‘‘project’’) 
and to determine the extent to which such 
programs may be appropriate for use at dif-
ferent intervention points (such as when a 
child is at risk of entering foster care or when 
a child is living with a guardian while a parent 
is in treatment). The family recovery and re-
unification program conducted under the 
project shall use a recovery coach model that 
is designed to help reunify families and pro-
tect children by working with parents or 
guardians with a substance use disorder who 
have temporarily lost custody of their chil-
dren. 

(2) Program components 

The family recovery and reunification pro-
gram conducted under the project shall adhere 
closely to the elements and protocol deter-
mined to be most effective in other recovery 
coaching programs that have been rigorously 
evaluated and shown to increase family reuni-
fication and protect children and, consistent 
with such elements and protocol, shall provide 
such items and services as—

(A) assessments to evaluate the needs of 
the parent or guardian; 

(B) assistance in receiving the appropriate 
benefits to aid the parent or guardian in re-
covery; 

(C) services to assist the parent or guard-
ian in prioritizing issues identified in assess-
ments, establishing goals for resolving such 
issues that are consistent with the goals of 
the treatment provider, child welfare agen-
cy, courts, and other agencies involved with 
the parent or guardian or their children, and 
making a coordinated plan for achieving 
such goals; 

(D) home visiting services coordinated 
with the child welfare agency and treatment 
provider involved with the parent or guard-
ian or their children; 

(E) case management services to remove 
barriers for the parent or guardian to par-
ticipate and continue in treatment, as well 
as to re-engage a parent or guardian who is 
not participating or progressing in treat-
ment; 

(F) access to services needed to monitor 
the parent’s or guardian’s compliance with 
program requirements; 

(G) frequent reporting between the treat-
ment provider, child welfare agency, courts, 
and other agencies involved with the parent 
or guardian or their children to ensure ap-
propriate information on the parent’s or 
guardian’s status is available to inform deci-
sion-making; and 

(H) assessments and recommendations pro-
vided by a recovery coach to the child wel-
fare caseworker responsible for documenting 
the parent’s or guardian’s progress in treat-
ment and recovery as well as the status of 
other areas identified in the treatment plan 
for the parent or guardian, including a rec-
ommendation regarding the expected safety 
of the child if the child is returned to the 
custody of the parent or guardian that can 
be used by the caseworker and a court to 
make permanency decisions regarding the 
child. 

(3) Responsibilities of the Secretary 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall, through a grant or 
contract with 1 or more entities, conduct 
and evaluate the family recovery and reuni-
fication program under the project. 

(B) Requirements 

In identifying 1 or more entities to con-
duct the evaluation of the family recovery 
and reunification program, the Secretary 
shall—

(i) determine that the area or areas in 
which the program will be conducted have 
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sufficient substance use disorder treat-
ment providers and other resources (other 
than those provided with funds made 
available to carry out the project) to suc-
cessfully conduct the program; 

(ii) determine that the area or areas in 
which the program will be conducted have 
enough potential program participants, 
and will serve a sufficient number of par-
ents or guardians and their children, so as 
to allow for the formation of a control 
group, evaluation results to be adequately 
powered, and preliminary results of the 
evaluation to be available within 4 years 
of the program’s implementation; 

(iii) provide the entity or entities with 
technical assistance for the program de-
sign, including by working with 1 or more 
entities that are or have been involved in 
recovery coaching programs that have 
been rigorously evaluated and shown to in-
crease family reunification and protect 
children so as to make sure the program 
conducted under the project adheres close-
ly to the elements and protocol deter-
mined to be most effective in such other 
recovery coaching programs; 

(iv) assist the entity or entities in secur-
ing adequate coaching, treatment, child 
welfare, court, and other resources needed 
to successfully conduct the family recov-
ery and reunification program under the 
project; and 

(v) ensure the entity or entities will be 
able to monitor the impacts of the pro-
gram in the area or areas in which it is 
conducted for at least 5 years after parents 
or guardians and their children are ran-
domly assigned to participate in the pro-
gram or to be part of the program’s con-
trol group. 

(4) Evaluation requirements 

(A) In general 

The Secretary, in consultation with the 
entity or entities conducting the family re-
covery and reunification program under the 
project, shall conduct an evaluation to de-
termine whether the program has been im-
plemented effectively and resulted in im-
provements for children and families. The 
evaluation shall have 3 components: a pilot 
phase, an impact study, and an implementa-
tion study. 

(B) Pilot phase 

The pilot phase component of the evalua-
tion shall consist of the Secretary providing 
technical assistance to the entity or entities 
conducting the family recovery and reunifi-
cation program under the project to ensure—

(i) the program’s implementation ad-
heres closely to the elements and protocol 
determined to be most effective in other 
recovery coaching programs that have 
been rigorously evaluated and shown to in-
crease family reunification and protect 
children; and 

(ii) random assignment of parents or 
guardians and their children to be partici-
pants in the program or to be part of the 

program’s control group is being carried 
out. 

(C) Impact study 

The impact study component of the eval-
uation shall determine the impacts of the 
family recovery and reunification program 
conducted under the project on the parents 
and guardians and their children partici-
pating in the program. The impact study 
component shall—

(i) be conducted using an experimental 
design that uses a random assignment re-
search methodology; 

(ii) consistent with previous studies of 
other recovery coaching programs that 
have been rigorously evaluated and shown 
to increase family reunification and pro-
tect children, measure outcomes for par-
ents and guardians and their children over 
multiple time periods, including for a pe-
riod of 5 years; and 

(iii) include measurements of family sta-
bility and parent, guardian, and child safe-
ty for program participants and the pro-
gram control group that are consistent 
with measurements of such factors for par-
ticipants and control groups from previous 
studies of other recovery coaching pro-
grams so as to allow results of the impact 
study to be compared with the results of 
such prior studies, including with respect 
to comparisons between program partici-
pants and the program control group re-
garding—

(I) safe family reunification; 
(II) time to reunification; 
(III) permanency (such as through 

measures of reunification, adoption, or 
placement with guardians); 

(IV) safety (such as through measures 
of subsequent maltreatment); 

(V) parental or guardian treatment 
persistence and engagement; 

(VI) parental or guardian substance 
use; 

(VII) juvenile delinquency; 
(VIII) cost; and 
(IX) other measurements agreed upon 

by the Secretary and the entity or enti-
ties operating the family recovery and 
reunification program under the project. 

(D) Implementation study 

The implementation study component of 
the evaluation shall be conducted concur-
rently with the conduct of the impact study 
component and shall include, in addition to 
such other information as the Secretary 
may determine, descriptions and analyses 
of—

(i) the adherence of the family recovery 
and reunification program conducted 
under the project to other recovery coach-
ing programs that have been rigorously 
evaluated and shown to increase family re-
unification and protect children; and 

(ii) the difference in services received or 
proposed to be received by the program 
participants and the program control 
group. 
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(E) Report 

The Secretary shall publish on an internet 
website maintained by the Secretary the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) A report on the pilot phase compo-
nent of the evaluation. 

(ii) A report on the impact study compo-
nent of the evaluation. 

(iii) A report on the implementation 
study component of the evaluation. 

(iv) A report that includes—
(I) analyses of the extent to which the 

program has resulted in increased reuni-
fications, increased permanency, case 
closures, net savings to the State or 
States involved (taking into account 
both costs borne by States and the Fed-
eral government), or other outcomes, or 
if the program did not produce such out-
comes, an analysis of why the replica-
tion of the program did not yield such 
results; 

(II) if, based on such analyses, the Sec-
retary determines the program should be 
replicated, a replication plan; and 

(III) such recommendations for legisla-
tion and administrative action as the 
Secretary determines appropriate. 

(5) Appropriation 

In addition to any amounts otherwise made 
available to carry out this subpart, out of any 
money in the Treasury of the United States 
not otherwise appropriated, there are appro-
priated $15,000,000 for fiscal year 2019 to carry 
out the project, which shall remain available 
through fiscal year 2026. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 435, as added 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13711(a)(2), Aug. 10, 
1993, 107 Stat. 654; amended Pub. L. 107–133, title 
I, § 105, Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 2415; Pub. L. 
109–288, §§ 4(c), 5(b)(3)(C), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 
1242, 1243; Pub. L. 115–271, title VIII, § 8082(a), 
Oct. 24, 2018, 132 Stat. 4098.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 435 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 635 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 115–271 added subsec. (e). 
2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(c), amended 

heading and text of subsec. (c) generally. Prior to 
amendment, subsec. (c) related to topics for research 
and evaluation. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(3)(C), inserted ‘‘or 
tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘Indian tribes’’ in introductory 
provisions. 

2002—Pub. L. 107–133, § 105(1), substituted ‘‘Evalua-
tions; research; technical assistance’’ for ‘‘Evalua-
tions’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 107–133, § 105(1), substituted 
‘‘The Secretary shall evaluate and report to the Con-
gress biennially on’’ for ‘‘The Secretary shall evalu-
ate’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 107–133, § 105(2), added par. (3). 
Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 107–133, § 105(3), added sub-

secs. (c) and (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–133 effective Jan. 17, 2002, 
with delay permitted if State legislation is required, 
see section 301 of Pub. L. 107–133, set out as a note 
under section 629 of this title. 

§ 629f. Authorization of appropriations; reserva-
tion of certain amounts 

(a) Authorization 

In addition to any amount otherwise made 
available to carry out this subpart, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this 
subpart $345,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2022. 

(b) Reservation of certain amounts 

From the amount specified in subsection (a) 
for a fiscal year, the Secretary shall reserve 
amounts as follows: 

(1) Evaluation, research, training, and tech-
nical assistance 

The Secretary shall reserve $6,000,000 for ex-
penditure by the Secretary—

(A) for research, training, and technical 
assistance costs related to the program 
under this subpart; and 

(B) for evaluation of State programs based 
on the plans approved under section 629b of 
this title and funded under this subpart, and 
any other Federal, State, or local program, 
regardless of whether federally assisted, that 
is designed to achieve the same purposes as 
the State programs. 

(2) State court improvements 

The Secretary shall reserve $30,000,000 for 
grants under section 629h of this title. 

(3) Indian tribes or tribal consortia 

After applying paragraphs (4) and (5) (but be-
fore applying paragraphs (1) or (2)), the Sec-
retary shall reserve 3 percent for allotment to 
Indian tribes or tribal consortia in accordance 
with section 629c(a) of this title. 

(4) Support for monthly caseworker visits 

(A) Reservation 

The Secretary shall reserve for allotment 
in accordance with section 629c(e) of this 
title $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2022. 

(B) Use of funds 

(i) In general 

A State to which an amount is paid from 
amounts reserved under subparagraph (A) 
shall use the amount to improve the qual-
ity of monthly caseworker visits with chil-
dren who are in foster care under the re-
sponsibility of the State, with an emphasis 
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on improving caseworker decision making 
on the safety, permanency, and well-being 
of foster children and on activities de-
signed to increase retention, recruitment, 
and training of caseworkers. 

(ii) Nonsupplantation 

A State to which an amount is paid from 
amounts reserved pursuant to subpara-
graph (A) shall not use the amount to sup-
plant any Federal funds paid to the State 
under part E that could be used as de-
scribed in clause (i). 

(5) Regional partnership grants 

The Secretary shall reserve for awarding 
grants under section 629g(f) of this title 
$20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 through 
2022. 

(c) Support for foster family homes 

Out of any money in the Treasury of the 
United States not otherwise appropriated, there 
are appropriated to the Secretary for fiscal year 
2018, $8,000,000 for the Secretary to make com-
petitive grants to States, Indian tribes, or tribal 
consortia to support the recruitment and reten-
tion of high-quality foster families to increase 
their capacity to place more children in family 
settings, focused on States, Indian tribes, or 
tribal consortia with the highest percentage of 
children in non-family settings. The amount ap-
propriated under this subparagraph shall remain 
available through fiscal year 2022. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 436, as added 
Pub. L. 107–133, title I, § 106(a)(1), Jan. 17, 2002, 
115 Stat. 2416; amended Pub. L. 109–171, title VII, 
§ 7402, Feb. 8, 2006, 120 Stat. 150; Pub. L. 109–288, 
§§ 3(a), 4(a)(1), (b)(1), 5(a)(1), (3), (b)(1)(B), Sept. 
28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1234, 1236, 1237, 1242, 1243; Pub. 
L. 111–242, § 133(1), Sept. 30, 2010, 124 Stat. 2613; 
Pub. L. 112–34, title I, §§ 102(a)(1), 103(a), (b), 
Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 371, 373; Pub. L. 115–123, 
div. E, title VII, §§ 50751(b), 50752(b)(1), (c), Feb. 9, 
2018, 132 Stat. 262, 263; Pub. L. 116–260, div. CC, 
title III, § 305(a), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2994.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 436 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 636 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsecs. (a), (b)(4)(A), (5). Pub. L. 116–260 sub-
stituted ‘‘2022’’ for ‘‘2021’’. 

Subsec. (f)(10). Pub. L. 116–260, which directed amend-
ment of subsec. (f)(10) of this section by substituting 
‘‘2022’’ for ‘‘2021’’, could not be executed because no sub-
sec. (f)(10) has been enacted. 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘for each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021’’ for 
‘‘for each of fiscal years 2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(A). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50751(b), added subsec. 
(c). 

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘for each of fiscal years 2012 through 2016’’ for 
‘‘for each of fiscal years 2007 through 2010, and 
$365,000,000 for fiscal year 2011’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(A). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘629c(e) of this title $20,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2012 through 2016.’’ for ‘‘629c(e) of this title—

‘‘(i) $5,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; 
‘‘(ii) $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; and 
‘‘(iii) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 and 

2011.’’
Subsec. (b)(4)(B)(i). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(b), substituted 

‘‘improve the quality of’’ for ‘‘support’’ and ‘‘an empha-
sis on improving caseworker decision making on the 
safety, permanency, and well-being of foster children 
and on activities designed to increase retention, re-
cruitment, and training of caseworkers.’’ for ‘‘a pri-
mary emphasis on activities designed to improve case-
worker retention, recruitment, training, and ability to 
access the benefits of technology.’’

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘629g(f) of this title $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 
2012 through 2016.’’ for ‘‘629g(f) of this title—

‘‘(A) $40,000,000 for fiscal year 2007; 
‘‘(B) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; 
‘‘(C) $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; and 
‘‘(D) $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 and 

2011.’’
2010—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–242, § 133(1)(A)(ii), which 

directed insertion of ‘‘, and $365,000,000 for fiscal year 
2011’’ before the period, was executed by making the in-
sertion at the end of subsec. (a) to reflect the probable 
intent of Congress because there was no period. 

Pub. L. 111–242, § 133(1)(A)(i), substituted ‘‘2010’’ for 
‘‘2011’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–242, § 133(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘$30,000,000’’ for ‘‘$10,000,000’’. 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(a), substituted 
‘‘each of fiscal years 2007 through 2011’’ for ‘‘fiscal year 
2006. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, the total 
amount authorized to be so appropriated for fiscal year 
2006 under this subsection and under this subsection (as 
in effect before February 8, 2006) is $345,000,000.’’

Pub. L. 109–171 amended heading and text of subsec. 
(a) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out 
the provisions of this subpart $305,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2002 through 2006.’’

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(1)(B), inserted ‘‘or 
tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘tribes’’ in heading and text. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(a)(1), (3), substituted ‘‘After apply-
ing paragraphs (4) and (5) (but before applying para-
graphs (1) or (2)), the’’ for ‘‘The’’ and ‘‘3 percent’’ for ‘‘1 
percent’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(a)(1), added par. (4). 
Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(b)(1), added par. (5).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2020 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 116–260, div. CC, title III, § 305(c), Dec. 27, 2020, 
134 Stat. 2995, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 
by this section [amending this section and section 629h 
of this title] shall take effect on October 1, 2021.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–242, § 133, Sept. 30, 2010, 124 Stat. 2613, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 133 is effec-
tive Oct. 1, 2010. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(a), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 Stat. 1234, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 3(a) is effec-
tive Oct. 1, 2006. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection’’. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
except as otherwise provided, and applicable to pay-
ments under this part and part E of this subchapter for 
calendar quarters beginning on or after such date, 
without regard to whether implementing regulations 
have been promulgated, and with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required to meet additional require-
ments, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 109–288, set out 
as a note under section 621 of this title. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–171 effective as if enacted 
on Oct. 1, 2005, except as otherwise provided, see section 
7701 of Pub. L. 109–171, set out as a note under section 
603 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 17, 2002, with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required, see section 301 of Pub. L. 
107–133, set out as an Effective Date of 2002 Amendment 
note under section 629 of this title. 

§ 629g. Discretionary and targeted grants 

(a) Limitations on authorization of appropria-
tions 

In addition to any amount appropriated pursu-
ant to section 629f of this title, there are author-
ized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
$200,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 through 
2021. 

(b) Reservation of certain amounts 

From the amount (if any) appropriated pursu-
ant to subsection (a) for a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall reserve amounts as follows: 

(1) Evaluation, research, training, and tech-
nical assistance 

The Secretary shall reserve 3.3 percent for 
expenditure by the Secretary for the activities 
described in section 629f(b)(1) of this title. 

(2) State court improvements 

The Secretary shall reserve 3.3 percent for 
grants under section 629h of this title. 

(3) Indian tribes or tribal consortia 

The Secretary shall reserve 3 percent for al-
lotment to Indian tribes or tribal consortia in 
accordance with subsection (c)(1). 

(4) Improving the interstate placement of chil-
dren 

The Secretary shall reserve $5,000,000 of the 
amount made available for fiscal year 2018 for 
grants under subsection (g), and the amount so 
reserved shall remain available through fiscal 
year 2022. 

(c) Allotments 

(1) Indian tribes or tribal consortia 

From the amount (if any) reserved pursuant 
to subsection (b)(3) for any fiscal year, the 
Secretary shall allot to each Indian tribe with 
a plan approved under this subpart an amount 
that bears the same ratio to such reserved 
amount as the number of children in the In-
dian tribe bears to the total number of chil-
dren in all Indian tribes with State plans so 
approved, as determined by the Secretary on 
the basis of the most current and reliable in-
formation available to the Secretary. If a con-
sortium of Indian tribes applies and is ap-
proved for a grant under this section, the Sec-
retary shall allot to the consortium an 
amount equal to the sum of the allotments de-

termined for each Indian tribe that is part of 
the consortium. 

(2) Territories 

From the amount (if any) appropriated pur-
suant to subsection (a) for any fiscal year that 
remains after applying subection 1 (b) for the 
fiscal year, the Secretary shall allot to each of 
the jurisdictions of Puerto Rico, Guam, the 
Virgin Islands, the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and American Samoa an amount determined 
in the same manner as the allotment to each 
of such jurisdictions is determined under sec-
tion 623 of this title. 

(3) Other States 

From the amount (if any) appropriated pur-
suant to subsection (a) for any fiscal year that 
remains after applying subsection (b) and 
paragraph (2) of this subsection for the fiscal 
year, the Secretary shall allot to each State 
(other than an Indian tribe) which is not speci-
fied in paragraph (2) of this subsection an 
amount equal to such remaining amount mul-
tiplied by the supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program benefits percentage (as defined 
in section 629c(c)(2) of this title) of the State 
for the fiscal year. 

(d) Grants 

The Secretary may make a grant to a State 
which has a plan approved under this subpart in 
an amount equal to the lesser of—

(1) 75 percent of the total expenditures by 
the State for activities under the plan during 
the fiscal year or the immediately succeeding 
fiscal year; or 

(2) the allotment of the State under sub-
section (c) for the fiscal year. 

(e) Applicability of certain rules 

The rules of subsections (b) and (c) of section 
629d of this title shall apply in like manner to 
the amounts made available pursuant to sub-
section (a). 

(f) Targeted grants to implement IV–E preven-
tion services, and improve the well-being of, 
and improve permanency outcomes for, chil-
dren and families affected by heroin, opioids, 
and other substance abuse 

(1) Purpose 

The purpose of this subsection is to author-
ize the Secretary to make competitive grants 
to regional partnerships to provide, through 
interagency collaboration and integration of 
programs and services, services and activities 
that are designed to increase the well-being of, 
improve permanency outcomes for, and en-
hance the safety of children who are in an out-
of-home placement or are at risk of being 
placed in an out-of-home placement as a result 
of a parent’s or caretaker’s substance abuse. 

(2) Regional partnership defined 

In this subsection, the term ‘‘regional part-
nership’’ means a collaborative agreement 
(which may be established on an interstate, 
State, or intrastate basis) entered into by the 
following: 
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(A) Mandatory partners for all partnership 
grants 

(i) The State child welfare agency that is 
responsible for the administration of the 
State plan under this part and part E. 

(ii) The State agency responsible for ad-
ministering the substance abuse prevention 
and treatment block grant provided under 
subpart II of part B of title XIX of the Public 
Health Service Act [42 U.S.C. 300x–21 et seq.]. 

(B) Mandatory partners for partnership 
grants proposing to serve children in 
out-of-home placements 

If the partnership proposes to serve chil-
dren in out-of-home placements, the Juve-
nile Court or Administrative Office of the 
Court that is most appropriate to oversee 
the administration of court programs in the 
region to address the population of families 
who come to the attention of the court due 
to child abuse or neglect. 

(C) Optional partners 

At the option of the partnership, any of 
the following: 

(i) An Indian tribe or tribal consortium. 
(ii) Nonprofit child welfare service pro-

viders. 
(iii) For-profit child welfare service pro-

viders. 
(iv) Community health service providers, 

including substance abuse treatment pro-
viders. 

(v) Community mental health providers. 
(vi) Local law enforcement agencies. 
(vii) School personnel. 
(viii) Tribal child welfare agencies (or a 

consortia of the agencies). 
(ix) Any other providers, agencies, per-

sonnel, officials, or entities that are re-
lated to the provision of child and family 
services under a State plan approved under 
this subpart. 

(D) Exception for regional partnerships 
where the lead applicant is an Indian 
tribe or tribal consortia 

If an Indian tribe or tribal consortium en-
ters into a regional partnership for purposes 
of this subsection, the Indian tribe or tribal 
consortium—

(i) may (but is not required to) include 
the State child welfare agency as a partner 
in the collaborative agreement; 

(ii) may not enter into a collaborative 
agreement only with tribal child welfare 
agencies (or a consortium of the agencies); 
and 

(iii) if the condition described in para-
graph (2)(B) applies, may include tribal 
court organizations in lieu of other judi-
cial partners. 

(3) Authority to award grants 

(A) In general 

In addition to amounts authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out this section, the 
Secretary shall award grants under this sub-
section, from the amounts reserved for each 
of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 under sec-
tion 629f(b)(5) of this title, to regional part-

nerships that satisfy the requirements of 
this subsection, in amounts that are not less 
than $250,000 and not more than $1,000,000 per 
grant per fiscal year. 

(B) Required minimum period of approval; 
planning 

(i) In general 

A grant shall be awarded under this sub-
section for a period of not less than 2, and 
not more than 5, fiscal years, subject to 
clauses (ii) and (iii). 

(ii) Extension of grant 

On application of the grantee, the Sec-
retary may extend for not more than 2 fis-
cal years the period for which a grant is 
awarded under this subsection. 

(iii) Sufficient planning 

A grant awarded under this subsection 
shall be disbursed in two phases: a plan-
ning phase (not to exceed 2 years) and an 
implementation phase. The total disburse-
ment to a grantee for the planning phase 
may not exceed $250,000, and may not ex-
ceed the total anticipated funding for the 
implementation phase. 

(C) Multiple grants allowed 

This subsection shall not be interpreted to 
prevent a grantee from applying for, or 
being awarded, separate grants under this 
subsection. 

(D) Limitation on payment for a fiscal year 

No payment shall be made under subpara-
graph (A) or (C) for a fiscal year until the 
Secretary determines that the eligible part-
nership has made sufficient progress in 
meeting the goals of the grant and that the 
members of the eligible partnership are co-
ordinating to a reasonable degree with the 
other members of the eligible partnership. 

(4) Application requirements 

To be eligible for a grant under this sub-
section, a regional partnership shall submit to 
the Secretary a written application containing 
the following: 

(A) Recent evidence demonstrating that 
substance abuse has had a substantial im-
pact on the number of out-of-home place-
ments for children, or the number of chil-
dren who are at risk of being placed in an 
out-of-home placement, in the partnership 
region. 

(B) A description of the goals and out-
comes to be achieved during the funding pe-
riod for the grant that will—

(i) enhance the well-being of children, 
parents, and families receiving services or 
taking part in activities conducted with 
funds provided under the grant; 

(ii) lead to safe, permanent caregiving 
relationships for the children; 

(iii) improve the substance abuse treat-
ment outcomes for parents including re-
tention in treatment and successful com-
pletion of treatment; 

(iv) facilitate the implementation, deliv-
ery, and effectiveness of prevention serv-
ices and programs under section 671(e) of 
this title; and 
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(v) decrease the number of out-of-home 
placements for children, increase reunifi-
cation rates for children who have been 
placed in out-of-home care, or decrease the 
number of children who are at risk of 
being placed in an out-of-home placement, 
in the partnership region.

(C) A description of the joint activities to 
be funded in whole or in part with the funds 
provided under the grant, including the se-
quencing of the activities proposed to be 
conducted under the funding period for the 
grant. 

(D) A description of the strategies for inte-
grating programs and services determined to 
be appropriate for the child and the child’s 
family. 

(E) A description of a plan for sustaining 
the services provided by or activities funded 
under the grant after the conclusion of the 
grant period, including through the use of 
prevention services and programs under sec-
tion 671(e) of this title and other funds pro-
vided to the State for child welfare and sub-
stance abuse prevention and treatment serv-
ices. 

(F) Additional information needed by the 
Secretary to determine that the proposed 
activities and implementation will be con-
sistent with research or evaluations showing 
which practices and approaches are most ef-
fective. 

(5) Use of funds 

Funds made available under a grant made 
under this subsection shall only be used for 
services or activities that are consistent with 
the purpose of this subsection and may include 
the following: 

(A) Family-based comprehensive long-
term substance use disorder treatment in-
cluding medication assisted treatment and 
in-home substance abuse disorder treatment 
and recovery services. 

(B) Early intervention and preventative 
services. 

(C) Children and family counseling. 
(D) Mental health services. 
(E) Parenting skills training. 
(F) Replication of successful models for 

providing family-based comprehensive long-
term substance abuse treatment services. 

(6) Matching requirement 

(A) Federal share 

A grant awarded under this subsection 
shall be available to pay a percentage share 
of the costs of services provided or activities 
conducted under such grant, not to exceed—

(i) 85 percent for the first and second fis-
cal years for which the grant is awarded to 
a recipient; 

(ii) 80 percent for the third and fourth 
such fiscal years; 

(iii) 75 percent for the fifth such fiscal 
year; 

(iv) 70 percent for the sixth such fiscal 
year; and 

(v) 65 percent for the seventh such fiscal 
year. 

(B) Non-Federal share 

The non-Federal share of the cost of serv-
ices provided or activities conducted under a 

grant awarded under this subsection may be 
in cash or in kind. In determining the 
amount of the non-Federal share, the Sec-
retary may attribute fair market value to 
goods, services, and facilities contributed 
from non-Federal sources. 

(7) Considerations in awarding grants 

In awarding grants under this subsection, 
the Secretary shall take into consideration 
the extent to which applicant regional part-
nerships—

(A) demonstrate that substance abuse by 
parents or caretakers has had a substantial 
impact on the number of out-of-home place-
ments for children, or the number of chil-
dren who are at risk of being placed in an 
out-of-home placement, in the partnership 
region; 

(B) have limited resources for addressing 
the needs of children affected by such abuse; 

(C) have a lack of capacity for, or access 
to, comprehensive family treatment serv-
ices; 

(D) demonstrate a track record of success-
ful collaboration among child welfare, sub-
stance abuse disorder treatment and mental 
health agencies; and 

(E) demonstrate a plan for sustaining the 
services provided by or activities funded 
under the grant after the conclusion of the 
grant period. 

(8) Performance indicators 

(A) In general 

Not later than 9 months after September 
28, 2006, the Secretary shall review indica-
tors that are used to assess periodically the 
performance of the grant recipients under 
this subsection and establish a set of core in-
dicators related to child safety, parental re-
covery, parenting capacity, and family well-
being. In developing the core indicators, to 
the extent possible, indicators shall be made 
consistent with the outcome measures de-
scribed in section 671(e)(6) of this title. 

(B) Consultation required 

In establishing the performance indicators 
required by subparagraph (A), the Secretary 
shall base the performance measures on les-
sons learned from prior rounds of regional 
partnership grants under this subsection, 
and consult with the following: 

(i) The Assistant Secretary for the Ad-
ministration for Children and Families. 

(ii) The Administrator of the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Admin-
istration. 

(iii) Other stakeholders or constituencies 
as determined by the Secretary. 

(9) Reports 

(A) Grantee reports 

(i) Semiannual reports 

Not later than September 30 of each fis-
cal year in which a recipient of a grant 
under this subsection is paid funds under 
the grant, and every 6 months thereafter, 
the grant recipient shall submit to the 
Secretary a report on the services provided 
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and activities carried out during the re-
porting period, progress made in achieving 
the goals of the program, the number of 
children, adults, and families receiving 
services, and such additional information 
as the Secretary determines is necessary. 
The report due not later than September 
30 of the last such fiscal year shall include, 
at a minimum, data on each of the per-
formance indicators included in the eval-
uation of the regional partnership. 

(ii) Incorporation of information related to 
performance indicators 

Each recipient of a grant under this sub-
section shall incorporate into the first an-
nual report required by clause (i) that is 
submitted after the establishment of per-
formance indicators under paragraph (8), 
information required in relation to such 
indicators. 

(B) Reports to Congress 

On the basis of the reports submitted 
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary annu-
ally shall submit to the Committee on Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Finance of the Senate 
a report on—

(i) the services provided and activities 
conducted with funds provided under 
grants awarded under this subsection; 

(ii) the performance indicators estab-
lished under paragraph (8); and 

(iii) the progress that has been made in 
addressing the needs of families with sub-
stance abuse problems who come to the at-
tention of the child welfare system and in 
achieving the goals of child safety, perma-
nence, and family stability. 

(10) Limitation on use of funds for administra-
tive expenses of the Secretary 

Not more than 5 percent of the amounts ap-
propriated or reserved for awarding grants 
under this subsection for each of fiscal years 
2017 through 2021 may be used by the Sec-
retary for salaries and Department of Health 
and Human Services administrative expenses 
in administering this subsection. 

(g) Funding for the development of an electronic 
interstate case-processing system to expedite 
the interstate placement of children in foster 
care or guardianship, or for adoption 

(1) Purpose 

The purpose of this subsection is to facili-
tate the development of an electronic inter-
state case-processing system for the exchange 
of data and documents to expedite the place-
ments of children in foster, guardianship, or 
adoptive homes across State lines. 

(2) Requirements 

A State that seeks funding under this sub-
section shall submit to the Secretary the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A description of the goals and out-
comes to be achieved, which goals and out-
comes must result in—

(i) reducing the time it takes for a child 
to be provided with a safe and appropriate 

permanent living arrangement across 
State lines; 

(ii) improving administrative processes 
and reducing costs in the foster care sys-
tem; and 

(iii) the secure exchange of relevant case 
files and other necessary materials in real 
time, and timely communications and 
placement decisions regarding interstate 
placements of children.

(B) A description of the activities to be 
funded in whole or in part with the funds, in-
cluding the sequencing of the activities. 

(C) A description of the strategies for inte-
grating programs and services for children 
who are placed across State lines. 

(D) Such other information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

(3) Funding authority 

The Secretary may provide funds to a State 
that complies with paragraph (2). In providing 
funds under this subsection, the Secretary 
shall prioritize States that are not yet con-
nected with the electronic interstate case-
processing system referred to in paragraph (1). 

(4) Use of funds 

A State to which funding is provided under 
this subsection shall use the funding to sup-
port the State in connecting with, or enhanc-
ing or expediting services provided under, the 
electronic interstate case-processing system 
referred to in paragraph (1). 

(5) Evaluations 

Not later than 1 year after the final year in 
which funds are awarded under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Congress, and make available to the general 
public by posting on a website, a report that 
contains the following information: 

(A) How using the electronic interstate 
case-processing system developed pursuant 
to paragraph (4) has changed the time it 
takes for children to be placed across State 
lines. 

(B) The number of cases subject to the 
Interstate Compact on the Placement of 
Children that were processed through the 
electronic interstate case-processing system, 
and the number of interstate child place-
ment cases that were processed outside the 
electronic interstate case-processing system, 
by each State in each year. 

(C) The progress made by States in imple-
menting the electronic interstate case-proc-
essing system. 

(D) How using the electronic interstate 
case-processing system has affected various 
metrics related to child safety and well-
being, including the time it takes for chil-
dren to be placed across State lines. 

(E) How using the electronic interstate 
case-processing system has affected adminis-
trative costs and caseworker time spent on 
placing children across State lines. 

(6) Data integration 

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retariat for the Interstate Compact on the 
Placement of Children and the States, shall 
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2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘being sex trafficking vic-

tims’’. 

assess how the electronic interstate case-proc-
essing system developed pursuant to para-
graph (4) could be used to better serve and pro-
tect children that come to the attention of the 
child welfare system, by—

(A) connecting the system with other data 
systems (such as systems operated by State 
law enforcement and judicial agencies, sys-
tems operated by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation for the purposes of the Innocence 
Lost National Initiative, and other systems); 

(B) simplifying and improving reporting 
related to paragraphs (34) and (35) of section 
671(a) of this title regarding children or 
youth who have been identified as being a 
sex trafficking victim 2 or children missing 
from foster care; and 

(C) improving the ability of States to 
quickly comply with background check re-
quirements of section 671(a)(20) of this title, 
including checks of child abuse and neglect 
registries as required by section 671(a)(20)(B) 
of this title. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 437, as added 
Pub. L. 107–133, title I, § 106(b), Jan. 17, 2002, 115 
Stat. 2417; amended Pub. L. 109–288, §§ 3(b), 
4(b)(2), 5(a)(2), (b)(2), 6(f)(5), Sept. 28, 2006, 120 
Stat. 1234, 1238, 1242, 1243, 1247; Pub. L. 110–234, 
title IV, § 4002(b)(1)(D), (2)(V), May 22, 2008, 122 
Stat. 1096, 1097; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title IV, 
§ 4002(b)(1)(D), (2)(V), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 
1857, 1858; Pub. L. 112–34, title I, §§ 102(a)(2), 
103(c)(1), (2), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 371, 373; Pub. 
L. 115–123, div. E, title VII, §§ 50722(c), (d), 50723, 
50752(b)(2), Feb. 9, 2018, 132 Stat. 246–248, 263.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Public Health Service Act, referred to in subsec. 
(f)(2)(A)(ii), is act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, 58 Stat. 682. Sub-
part II of part B of title XIX of the Act is classified 
generally to subpart II (§ 300x–21 et seq.) of part B of 
subchapter XVII of chapter 6A of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 201 of this title and Ta-
bles. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 437 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 637 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(b)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50722(d), added par. (4). 
Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(1), substituted ‘‘im-

plement IV–E prevention services, and improve the 
well-being of, and improve permanency outcomes for, 
children and families affected by heroin, opioids, and 
other’’ for ‘‘increase the well-being of, and to improve 
the permanency outcomes for, children affected by’’ in 
heading. 

Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(2), added par. (2) 
and struck out former par. (2) which defined regional 
partnership to mean a collaborative agreement, which 
may be established on an interstate or intrastate basis, 
entered into by at least 2 of certain entities. 

Subsec. (f)(3)(A). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(3)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’ and 
‘‘$250,000 and not more than $1,000,000’’ for ‘‘$500,000 and 
not more than $1,000,000’’. 

Subsec. (f)(3)(B). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(3)(B)(i), in-
serted ‘‘; planning’’ after ‘‘approval’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (f)(3)(B)(i). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(3)(B)(ii), 
substituted ‘‘clauses (ii) and (iii)’’ for ‘‘clause (ii)’’. 

Subsec. (f)(3)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(3)(B)(iii), 
added cl. (iii). 

Subsec. (f)(3)(D). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(3)(C), added 
subpar. (D). 

Subsec. (f)(4)(B)(i). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(A)(i), in-
serted ‘‘, parents, and families’’ after ‘‘children’’. 

Subsec. (f)(4)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(A)(ii), 
substituted ‘‘safe, permanent caregiving relationships 
for the children;’’ for ‘‘safety and permanence for such 
children; and’’. 

Subsec. (f)(4)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(A)(iv), 
added cl. (iii). Former cl. (iii) redesignated (v). 

Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(A)(iii), substituted ‘‘increase 
reunification rates for children who have been placed in 
out-of-home care, or decrease’’ for ‘‘or’’. 

Subsec. (f)(4)(B)(iv). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(A)(iv), 
added cl. (iv). 

Subsec. (f)(4)(B)(v). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(A)(iv), 
redesignated cl. (iii) as (v). 

Subsec. (f)(4)(D). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(B), struck 
out ‘‘where appropriate,’’ before ‘‘the child’s family’’. 

Subsec. (f)(4)(E), (F). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(4)(C), 
added subpars. (E) and (F) and struck out former sub-
pars. (E) and (F) which read as follows: 

‘‘(E) A description of the strategies for—
‘‘(i) collaborating with the State child welfare 

agency described in paragraph (2)(A)(i) (unless that 
agency is the lead applicant for the regional partner-
ship); and 

‘‘(ii) consulting, as appropriate, with—
‘‘(I) the State agency described in paragraph 

(2)(A)(ii); and 
‘‘(II) the State law enforcement and judicial agen-

cies. 
To the extent the Secretary determines that the re-
quirement of this subparagraph would be inappropriate 
to apply to a regional partnership that includes an In-
dian tribe, tribal consortium, or a tribal child welfare 
agency or a consortium of such agencies, the Secretary 
may exempt the regional partnership from the require-
ment. 

‘‘(F) Such other information as the Secretary may re-
quire.’’

Subsec. (f)(5)(A). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(5), substituted 
‘‘use disorder treatment including medication assisted 
treatment and in-home substance abuse disorder treat-
ment and recovery’’ for ‘‘abuse treatment’’. 

Subsec. (f)(7)(D), (E). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(6), added 
subpar. (D) and redesignated former subpar. (D) as (E). 

Subsec. (f)(8)(A). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(7)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘review indicators that are’’ for ‘‘establish in-
dicators that will be’’ and ‘‘and establish a set of core 
indicators related to child safety, parental recovery, 
parenting capacity, and family well-being. In devel-
oping the core indicators, to the extent possible, indi-
cators shall be made consistent with the outcome 
measures described in section 671(e)(6) of this title’’ for 
‘‘in using funds made available under such grants to 
achieve the purpose of this subsection’’. 

Subsec. (f)(8)(B). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(7)(B)(i), in-
serted ‘‘base the performance measures on lessons 
learned from prior rounds of regional partnership 
grants under this subsection, and’’ before ‘‘consult’’ in 
introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (f)(8)(B)(iii), (iv). Pub. L. 115–123, 
§ 50723(7)(B)(ii), added cl. (iii) and struck out former cls. 
(iii) and (iv) which read as follows: 
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‘‘(iii) Representatives of States in which a State 
agency described in clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (2)(A) 
is a member of a regional partnership that is a grant 
recipient under this subsection. 

‘‘(iv) Representatives of Indian tribes, tribal con-
sortia, or tribal child welfare agencies that are mem-
bers of a regional partnership that is a grant recipient 
under this subsection.’’

Subsec. (f)(9)(A)(i). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(8), added cl. 
(i) and struck out former cl. (i). Prior to amendment, 
text read as follows: ‘‘Not later than September 30 of 
the first fiscal year in which a recipient of a grant 
under this subsection is paid funds under the grant, and 
annually thereafter until September 30 of the last fis-
cal year in which the recipient is paid funds under the 
grant, the recipient shall submit to the Secretary a re-
port on the services provided or activities carried out 
during that fiscal year with such funds. The report 
shall contain such information as the Secretary deter-
mines is necessary to provide an accurate description 
of the services provided or activities conducted with 
such funds.’’

Subsec. (f)(10). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50723(9), substituted 
‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50722(c), added subsec. 
(g). 

2011—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112–34, § 102(a)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘2012 through 2016’’ for ‘‘2007 through 2011’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(A), struck out 
‘‘methamphetamine or other’’ before ‘‘substance 
abuse’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(B), struck out 
‘‘methamphetamine or other’’ before ‘‘substance 
abuse’’. 

Subsec. (f)(3)(A). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(1), substituted 
‘‘2012 through 2016’’ for ‘‘2007 through 2011’’. 

Subsec. (f)(3)(B), (C). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(C), 
added subpars. (B) and (C) and struck out former sub-
par. (B). Prior to amendment, text of subpar. (B) read 
as follows: ‘‘A grant shall be awarded under this sub-
section for a period of not less than 2, and not more 
than 5, fiscal years.’’

Subsec. (f)(4)(A). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(B), struck 
out ‘‘methamphetamine or other’’ before ‘‘substance 
abuse’’. 

Subsec. (f)(6)(A)(iv), (v). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(D), 
added cls. (iv) and (v). 

Subsec. (f)(7). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(E), substituted 
‘‘shall’’ for ‘‘shall—’’, struck out subpar. (A) designa-
tion before ‘‘take’’, substituted period for ‘‘; and’’ at 
end of cl. (iv), redesignated cls. (i) to (iv) of former sub-
par. (A) as subpars. (A) to (D), respectively, of par. (7) 
and realigned margins, and struck out subpar. (B) 
which read as follows: ‘‘after taking such factors into 
consideration, give greater weight to awarding grants 
to regional partnerships that propose to address meth-
amphetamine abuse and addiction in the partnership 
region (alone or in combination with other drug abuse 
and addiction) and which demonstrate that meth-
amphetamine abuse and addiction (alone or in com-
bination with other drug abuse and addiction) is ad-
versely affecting child welfare in the partnership re-
gion.’’

Subsec. (f)(7)(A)(i). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(B), struck 
out ‘‘methamphetamine or other’’ before ‘‘substance 
abuse’’. 

Subsec. (f)(9)(B)(iii). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(B), 
struck out ‘‘methamphetamine or other’’ before ‘‘sub-
stance abuse’’. 

Subsec. (f)(10). Pub. L. 112–34, § 103(c)(2)(F), added par. 
(10). 

2008—Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 110–246, § 4002(b)(1)(D), 
(2)(V), substituted ‘‘supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits’’ for ‘‘food stamp’’. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(b)(2)(B)(i), inserted ‘‘and tar-
geted’’ after ‘‘Discretionary’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 3(b), substituted ‘‘2007 
through 2011’’ for ‘‘2002 through 2006’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(2)(A), inserted ‘‘or 
tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘Indian tribes’’ in heading and 
text. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(a)(2), substituted ‘‘3 percent’’ for 
‘‘2 percent’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 109–288, § 5(b)(2)(B), inserted ‘‘or 
tribal consortia’’ after ‘‘tribes’’ in heading and inserted 
at end ‘‘If a consortium of Indian tribes applies and is 
approved for a grant under this section, the Secretary 
shall allot to the consortium an amount equal to the 
sum of the allotments determined for each Indian tribe 
that is part of the consortium.’’

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 109–288, § 6(f)(5), substituted 
‘‘section 623’’ for ‘‘section 621’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(b)(2)(B)(ii), substituted 
‘‘subsection (a)’’ for ‘‘this section’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 109–288, § 4(b)(2)(A), added subsec. 
(f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by sections 50722(c), (d) and 50723 of Pub. 
L. 115–123 effective Oct. 1, 2018, subject to transition 
rules for required State legislation or tribal action, see 
section 50734 of Pub. L. 115–123, set out as a note under 
section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–34 effective Oct. 1, 2011, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 107 of Pub. L. 
112–34, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of Title 7, 
Agriculture. 

Amendment by section 4002(b)(1)(D), (2)(V) of Pub. L. 
110–246 effective Oct. 1, 2008, see section 4407 of Pub. L. 
110–246, set out as a note under section 1161 of Title 2, 
The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 17, 2002, with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required, see section 301 of Pub. L. 
107–133, set out as an Effective Date of 2002 Amendment 
note under section 629 of this title. 

§ 629h. Entitlement funding for State courts to 
assess and improve handling of proceedings 
relating to foster care and adoption 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall make grants, in accord-
ance with this section, to the highest State 
courts in States participating in the program 
under part E of this subchapter, for the purpose 
of enabling such courts—

(1) to conduct assessments, in accordance 
with such requirements as the Secretary shall 
publish, of the role, responsibilities, and effec-
tiveness of State courts in carrying out State 
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laws requiring proceedings (conducted by or 
under the supervision of the courts)—

(A) that implement this part and part E of 
this subchapter; 

(B) that determine the advisability or ap-
propriateness of foster care placement; 

(C) that determine whether to terminate 
parental rights; 

(D) that determine whether to approve the 
adoption or other permanent placement of a 
child; 1 

(E) that determine the best strategy to use 
to expedite the interstate placement of chil-
dren, including—

(i) requiring courts in different States to 
cooperate in the sharing of information; 

(ii) authorizing courts to obtain informa-
tion and testimony from agencies and par-
ties in other States without requiring 
interstate travel by the agencies and par-
ties; and 

(iii) permitting the participation of par-
ents, children, other necessary parties, and 
attorneys in cases involving interstate 
placement without requiring their inter-
state travel; and 2 

(2) to implement improvements the highest 
state 3 courts deem necessary as a result of the 
assessments, including—

(A) to provide for the safety, well-being, 
and permanence of children in foster care in 
a timely and complete manner, as set forth 
in the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 
1997 (Public Law 105–89), including the re-
quirements in the Act related to concurrent 
planning; 

(B) to implement a corrective action plan, 
as necessary, resulting from reviews of child 
and family service programs under section 
1320a–2a of this title; and 

(C) to increase and improve engagement of 
the entire family in court processes relating 
to child welfare, family preservation, family 
reunification, and adoption, including by 
training judges, attorneys, and other legal 
personnel. 

(b) Applications 

In order to be eligible to receive a grant under 
this section, a highest State court shall have in 
effect a rule requiring State courts to ensure 
that foster parents, pre-adoptive parents, and 
relative caregivers of a child in foster care under 
the responsibility of the State are notified of 
any proceeding to be held with respect to the 
child, shall provide for the training of judges, 
attorneys, and other legal personnel in child 
welfare cases on Federal child welfare policies 
and payment limitations with respect to chil-
dren in foster care who are placed in settings 
that are not a foster family home, and shall sub-
mit to the Secretary an application at such 
time, in such form, and including such informa-
tion and assurances as the Secretary may re-
quire, including—

(1) a description of how courts and child wel-
fare agencies on the local and State levels will 

use not less than 30 percent of grant funds to 
collaborate and jointly plan for the collection 
and sharing of all relevant data and informa-
tion to demonstrate how improved case track-
ing and analysis of child abuse and neglect 
cases will produce safe and timely permanency 
decisions; 

(2) a demonstration that a portion of the 
grant will be used for cross-training initia-
tives that are jointly planned and executed 
with the State agency or any other agency 
under contract with the State to administer 
the State program under the State plan under 
subpart 1, the State plan approved under sec-
tion 629d of this title, or the State plan ap-
proved under part E; and 

(3) a demonstration of meaningful and ongo-
ing collaboration among the courts in the 
State, the State agency or any other agency 
under contract with the State who is respon-
sible for administering the State program 
under this part or part E, and, where applica-
ble, Indian tribes. 

(c) Amount of grant 

(1) In general 

From the amounts reserved under sections 
629f(b)(2) and 629g(b)(2) of this title for a fiscal 
year, each highest State court that has an ap-
plication approved under this section for the 
fiscal year shall be entitled to payment of an 
amount equal to the sum of—

(A) $255,000; and 
(B) the amount described in paragraph (2) 

with respect to the court and the fiscal year. 

(2) Amount described 

The amount described in this paragraph with 
respect to a court and a fiscal year is the 
amount that bears the same ratio to the total 
of the amounts reserved under sections 
629f(b)(2) and 629g(b)(2) of this title for grants 
under this section for the fiscal year (after ap-
plying paragraphs (1)(A) and (3) of this sub-
section) as the number of individuals in the 
State in which the court is located who have 
not attained 21 years of age bears to the total 
number of such individuals in all States with 
a highest State court that has an approved ap-
plication under this section for the fiscal year. 

(3) Indian tribes 

From the amounts reserved under section 
629f(b)(2) of this title for a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall, before applying paragraph (1) of 
this subsection, allocate $1,000,000 for grants 
to be awarded on a competitive basis among 
the highest courts of Indian tribes or tribal 
consortia that—

(A) are operating a program under part E, 
in accordance with section 679c of this title; 

(B) are seeking to operate a program under 
part E and have received an implementation 
grant under section 676 of this title; or 

(C) have a court responsible for pro-
ceedings related to foster care or adoption. 

(d) Federal share 

Each highest State court which receives funds 
paid under this section may use such funds to 
pay not more than 75 percent of the cost of ac-
tivities under this section in each of fiscal years 
2018 through 2022. 
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(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 438, formerly 
Pub. L. 103–66, title XIII, § 13712, Aug. 10, 1993, 107 
Stat. 655, as amended Pub. L. 105–89, title III, 
§ 305(a)(3), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 2130; renum-
bered § 438 of act Aug. 14, 1935, and amended Pub. 
L. 107–133, title I, § 107, Jan. 17, 2002, 115 Stat. 
2418; Pub. L. 109–171, title VII, § 7401(a), Feb. 8, 
2006, 120 Stat. 148; Pub. L. 109–239, §§ 8(b), 9, July 
3, 2006, 120 Stat. 513; Pub. L. 109–288, § 9, Sept. 28, 
2006, 120 Stat. 1255; Pub. L. 111–242, § 133(2), Sept. 
30, 2010, 124 Stat. 2613; Pub. L. 112–34, title I, 
§ 104, Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 374; Pub. L. 115–123, 
div. E, title VII, §§ 50741(c), 50752(d), (e), Feb. 9, 
2018, 132 Stat. 256, 263; Pub. L. 116–260, div. X, 
§ 7(d), div. CC, title III, § 305(b), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 2414, 2994.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997, referred 
to in subsec. (a)(2)(A), is Pub. L. 105–89, Nov. 19, 1997, 111 
Stat. 2115. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title of 1997 Amendment note set 
out under section 1305 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly set out as a note under section 
670 of this title prior to renumbering by Pub. L. 107–133. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 438 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 638 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(1)(A)(i), 
inserted ‘‘in a timely and complete manner’’ before 
‘‘, as set forth’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(1)(A)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘, including by training judges, attorneys, and 
other legal personnel.’’ for semicolon at end. 

Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(1)(B), struck 
out pars. (3) and (4) which read as follows: 

‘‘(3) to ensure that the safety, permanence, and 
well-being needs of children are met in a timely and 
complete manner; and 

‘‘(4)(A) to provide for the training of judges, attor-
neys and other legal personnel in child welfare cases; 
and 

‘‘(B) to increase and improve engagement of the en-
tire family in court processes relating to child wel-
fare, family preservation, family reunification, and 
adoption.’’
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(2), designated par. 

(1) as text of section and struck out par. (1) heading ‘‘In 
general’’, redesignated subpars. (A) to (C) as pars. (1) to 
(3), respectively, and realigned margins, in par. (1), 
struck out ‘‘in the case of a grant for the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (a)(3),’’ before ‘‘a description’’ and 
inserted ‘‘use not less than 30 percent of grant funds 
to’’ before ‘‘collaborate’’, in par. (2), struck out ‘‘in the 
case of a grant for the purpose described in subsection 
(a)(4),’’ before ‘‘a demonstration’’, in par. (3), struck 
out ‘‘in the case of a grant for any purpose described in 
subsection (a),’’ before ‘‘a demonstration’’, and struck 
out former par. (2) which related to single grant appli-
cation. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(3), added subsec. 
(c) and struck out former subsec. (c) which related to 
amount of grant and allocation of mandatory and dis-
cretionary funds. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 116–260, § 7(d), substituted 
‘‘2022’’ for ‘‘2021’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(4), substituted 
‘‘2018 through 2022’’ for ‘‘2017 through 2021’’. 

Pub. L. 116–260, § 7(d), which directed substitution of 
‘‘2022’’ for ‘‘2021’’, was not executed in view of the 

amendment by Pub. L. 116–260, § 305(b)(4), to reflect the 
probable intent of Congress. See above. 

2018—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50741(c), in in-
troductory provisions, inserted ‘‘shall provide for the 
training of judges, attorneys, and other legal personnel 
in child welfare cases on Federal child welfare policies 
and payment limitations with respect to children in 
foster care who are placed in settings that are not a 
foster family home,’’ after ‘‘with respect to the child,’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(d)(1), substituted 
‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(d)(2), substituted 
‘‘2017 through 2021’’ for ‘‘2012 through 2016’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 115–123, § 50752(e), struck out sub-
sec. (e). Text read as follows: ‘‘Out of any money in the 
Treasury of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated, there are appropriated to the Secretary, for 
each of fiscal years 2006 through 2010—

‘‘(1) $10,000,000 for grants referred to in subsection 
(b)(2)(B); and 

‘‘(2) $10,000,000 for grants referred to in subsection 
(b)(2)(C). 
‘‘For fiscal year 2011, out of the amount reserved pur-

suant to section 629f(b)(2) of this title for such fiscal 
year, there are available $10,000,000 for grants referred 
to in subsection (b)(2)(B), and $10,000,000 for grants re-
ferred to in subsection (b)(2)(C).’’

2011—Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(a)(1)(A), 
substituted ‘‘, including the requirements in the Act 
related to concurrent planning;’’ for ‘‘; and’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(a)(1)(B), (C), 
added subpar. (C). 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(a)(2), designated ex-
isting provisions as subpar. (A) and added subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(e), made technical 
amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 109–239, 
§ 8(b). See 2006 Amendment note below. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(b), amended par. (2) 
generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘A 
highest State court desiring grants under this section 
for 2 or more purposes shall submit separate applica-
tions for the following grants: 

‘‘(A) A grant for the purposes described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a). 

‘‘(B) A grant for the purpose described in subsection 
(a)(3). 

‘‘(C) A grant for the purpose described in subsection 
(a)(4).’’
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(c), amended subsec. 

(c) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (c) related 
to allotments. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(d), substituted ‘‘2012 
through 2016’’ for ‘‘2002 through 2011’’. 

2010—Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 111–242, § 133(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘2011’’ for ‘‘2010’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 111–242, § 133(2)(B), inserted con-
cluding provisions. 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1)(E). Pub. L. 109–239, § 9, added sub-
par. (E). 

Subsec. (a)(3), (4). Pub. L. 109–171, § 7401(a)(1), added 
pars. (3) and (4). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–171, § 7401(a)(2), amended sub-
sec. (b) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: ‘‘In order to be eligible for a grant under this sec-
tion, a highest State court shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application at such time, in such form, and 
including such information and assurances as the Sec-
retary shall require.’’

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 109–239, § 8(b), as amended by 
Pub. L. 112–34, § 104(e), inserted ‘‘shall have in effect a 
rule requiring State courts to ensure that foster par-
ents, pre-adoptive parents, and relative caregivers of a 
child in foster care under the responsibility of the 
State are notified of any proceeding to be held with re-
spect to the child, and’’ after ‘‘highest State court’’ in 
introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–171, § 7401(a)(3), designated ex-
isting provisions as par. (1) and inserted heading, redes-
ignated former pars. (1) and (2) as subpars. (A) and (B), 
respectively, of par. (1), in subpar. (A), inserted ‘‘of this 
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section for a grant described in subsection (b)(2)(A) of 
this section’’ after ‘‘subsection (b)’’ and substituted 
‘‘subparagraph (B) of this paragraph’’ for ‘‘paragraph 
(2) of this subsection’’, in subpar. (B), substituted ‘‘this 
subparagraph’’ for ‘‘this paragraph’’ and ‘‘subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph’’ for ‘‘paragraph (1) of this sub-
section’’ and inserted ‘‘for such a grant’’ after ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’, and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 109–288 substituted ‘‘2011’’ 
for ‘‘2006’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–288 substituted ‘‘2011’’ for 
‘‘2006’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–171, § 7401(a)(4), added subsec. 
(e). 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–133, § 107(d)(1)(A), made 
technical amendment to reference in original act which 
appears in text as reference to part E of this sub-
chapter. 

Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 107–133, § 107(d)(1)(B), made 
technical amendment to reference in original act which 
appears in text as reference to this part and part E of 
this subchapter. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 107–133, § 107(a)(1), added par. (2) 
and struck out former par. (2) which read as follows: 
‘‘to implement changes deemed necessary as a result of 
the assessments.’’

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 107–133, § 107(a)(2), (b), inserted 
‘‘and improvement’’ after ‘‘assessment’’ and sub-
stituted ‘‘for each of fiscal years 2002 through 2006, from 
the amount reserved pursuant to section 629f(b)(2) of 
this title (and the amount, if any, reserved pursuant to 
section 629g(b)(2) of this title), of an amount equal to 
the sum of $85,000 plus the amount described in para-
graph (2) of this subsection for the fiscal year.’’ for ‘‘for 
each of fiscal years 1995 through 2001, from amounts re-
served pursuant to section 629(d)(2) of this title, of an 
amount equal to the sum of—

‘‘(A) for fiscal year 1995, $75,000 plus the amount de-
scribed in paragraph (2) for fiscal year 1995; and 

‘‘(B) for each of fiscal years 1996 through 2001, 
$85,000 plus the amount described in paragraph (2) for 
each of such fiscal years.’’
Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 107–133, § 107(d)(2), substituted 

‘‘section 629f(b)(2) of this title (and the amount, if any, 
reserved pursuant to section 629g(b)(2) of this title)’’ for 
‘‘section 629(d)(2) of this title’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–133, § 107(c), in heading sub-
stituted ‘‘Federal share’’ for ‘‘Use of grant funds’’ and 
in text substituted ‘‘to pay not more than 75 percent of 
the cost of activities under this section in each of fiscal 
years 2002 through 2006.’’ for ‘‘to pay—

‘‘(1) any or all costs of activities under this section 
in fiscal year 1995; and 

‘‘(2) not more than 75 percent of the cost of activi-
ties under this section in each of fiscal years 1996, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, and 2001.’’
1997—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(a)(3)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘2001’’ for ‘‘1998’’ in introductory provisions 
and par. (B). 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 105–89, § 305(a)(3)(B), substituted 
‘‘1998, 1999, 2000, and 2001’’ for ‘‘and 1998’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2020 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 305(b) of Pub. L. 116–260 effec-
tive Oct. 1, 2021, see section 305(c) of Pub. L. 116–260, set 
out as a note under section 629f of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 50741(c) of Pub. L. 115–123 ef-
fective as if enacted on Jan. 1, 2018, subject to transi-
tion rule and State waiver provisions, see section 50746 
of Pub. L. 115–123, set out as a note under section 622 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 112–34, title I, § 104(e), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 
376, provided that the amendment by section 104(e) of 

Pub. L. 112–34 is effective as if included in the enact-
ment of Pub. L. 109–239. 

Amendment by section 104(a)–(d) of Pub. L. 112–34 ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2011, and applicable to payments under 
this part and part E of this subchapter for calendar 
quarters beginning on or after such date, without re-
gard to whether implementing regulations have been 
promulgated, and with delay permitted if State legisla-
tion is required to meet additional requirements, see 
section 107 of Pub. L. 112–34, set out as a note under sec-
tion 622 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–242, § 133, Sept. 30, 2010, 124 Stat. 2613, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 133 is effec-
tive Oct. 1, 2010. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–239 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 14 of Pub. L. 
109–239, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–171 effective as if enacted 
on Oct. 1, 2005, except as otherwise provided, see section 
7701 of Pub. L. 109–171, set out as a note under section 
603 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–133 effective Jan. 17, 2002, 
with delay permitted if State legislation is required, 
see section 301 of Pub. L. 107–133, set out as a note 
under section 629 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 105–89 effective Nov. 19, 1997, 
except as otherwise provided, with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required, see section 501 of Pub. L. 
105–89, set out as a note under section 622 of this title. 

COURT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 116–260, div. X, § 7(a)–(c), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 2413, 2414, provided that: 

‘‘(a) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—Of the additional 
amounts made available by reason of section 6 of this 
Act [section 6 of div. X of Pub. L. 116–260, set out as a 
note under section 629d of this title], the Secretary 
shall reserve $10,000,000 for grants under subsection (b) 
of this section for fiscal year 2021, which shall be con-
sidered to be made under section 438 of the Social Secu-
rity Act [42 U.S.C. 629h]. 

‘‘(b) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From the amounts reserved under 

subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary shall—
‘‘(A) reserve not more than $500,000 for Tribal 

court improvement activities; and 
‘‘(B) from the amount remaining after the appli-

cation of subparagraph (A), make a grant to each 
highest State court that is approved to receive a 
grant under section 438 of the Social Security Act 
for the purpose described in section 438(a)(3) of such 
Act, for fiscal year 2021. 
‘‘(2) AMOUNT.—The amount of the grant awarded to 

a highest State court under this subsection shall be 
the sum of—

‘‘(A) $85,000; and 
‘‘(B) the amount that bears the same ratio to the 

amount reserved under subsection (a) that remains 
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after the application of paragraph (1)(A) and sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph, as the number of 
individuals in the State in which the court is lo-
cated who have not attained 21 years of age bears to 
the total number of such individuals in all States 
the highest courts of which were awarded a grant 
under this subsection (based on the most recent 
year for which data are available from the Bureau 
of the Census). 
‘‘(3) OTHER RULES.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The grants awarded to the 
highest State courts under this subsection shall be 
in addition to any grants made to the courts under 
section 438 of the Social Security Act for any fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(B) NO ADDITIONAL APPLICATION.—The Secretary 
shall award grants to the highest State courts 
under this subsection without requiring the courts 
to submit an additional application. 

‘‘(C) REPORTS.—The Secretary may establish re-
porting criteria specific to the grants awarded 
under this subsection. 

‘‘(D) REDISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—If a highest 
State court does not accept a grant awarded under 
this subsection, or does not agree to comply with 
any reporting requirements imposed under subpara-
graph (C) or the use of funds requirements specified 
in subsection (c), the Secretary shall redistribute 
the grant funds that would have been awarded to 
that court under this subsection among the other 
highest State courts that are awarded grants under 
this subsection and agree to comply with the re-
porting and use of funds requirements. 

‘‘(E) NO MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The limitation 
on the use of funds specified in section 438(d) of 
such Act shall not apply to the grants awarded 
under this section. 

‘‘(c) USE OF FUNDS.—A highest State court awarded a 
grant under subsection (b) shall use the grant funds to 
address needs stemming from the COVID–19 public 
health emergency, which may include any of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) Technology investments to facilitate the tran-
sition to remote hearings for dependency courts when 
necessary as a direct result of the COVID–19 public 
health emergency. 

‘‘(2) Training for judges, attorneys, and case-
workers on facilitating and participating in remote 
hearings that comply with due process and all appli-
cable law, ensure child safety and well-being, and 
help inform judicial decision-making. 

‘‘(3) Programs to help families address aspects of 
the case plan to avoid delays in legal proceedings 
that would occur as a direct result of the COVID–19 
public health emergency. 

‘‘(4) Other purposes to assist courts, court per-
sonnel, or related staff related to the COVID–19 pub-
lic health emergency.’’
[For definitions of ‘‘COVID–19 public health emer-

gency’’ and ‘‘Secretary’’ as used in section 7(a)–(c) of 
div. X of Pub. L. 116–260, set out above, see section 2 of 
div. X of Pub. L. 116–260, set out as a note below.] 

DEFINITIONS 

Pub. L. 116–260, div. X, § 2, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2409, 
provided that: ‘‘In this Act [div. X of Pub. L. 116–260, 
see Short Title of 2020 Amendment note set out under 
section 1305 of this title]: 

‘‘(1) COVID–19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY.—The 
term ‘COVID–19 public health emergency’ means the 
public health emergency declared by the Secretary 
pursuant to section 319 of the Public Health Service 
Act [42 U.S.C. 247d], entitled ‘Determination that a 
Public Health Emergency Exists Nationwide as the 
Result of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus’. 

‘‘(2) COVID–19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PERIOD.—
The term ‘COVID–19 public health emergency period’ 
means the period beginning on April 1, 2020 and end-
ing with September 30, 2021. 

‘‘(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services.’’

§ 629i. Grants for programs for mentoring chil-
dren of prisoners 

(a) Findings and purposes 

(1) Findings 

(A) In the period between 1991 and 1999, the 
number of children with a parent incarcerated 
in a Federal or State correctional facility in-
creased by more than 100 percent, from ap-
proximately 900,000 to approximately 2,000,000. 
In 1999, 2.1 percent of all children in the United 
States had a parent in Federal or State prison. 

(B) Prior to incarceration, 64 percent of fe-
male prisoners and 44 percent of male pris-
oners in State facilities lived with their chil-
dren. 

(C) Nearly 90 percent of the children of in-
carcerated fathers live with their mothers, 
and 79 percent of the children of incarcerated 
mothers live with a grandparent or other rel-
ative. 

(D) Parental arrest and confinement lead to 
stress, trauma, stigmatization, and separation 
problems for children. These problems are cou-
pled with existing problems that include pov-
erty, violence, parental substance abuse, high-
crime environments, intrafamilial abuse, child 
abuse and neglect, multiple care givers, and/or 
prior separations. As a result, these children 
often exhibit a broad variety of behavioral, 
emotional, health, and educational problems 
that are often compounded by the pain of sep-
aration. 

(E) Empirical research demonstrates that 
mentoring is a potent force for improving chil-
dren’s behavior across all risk behaviors af-
fecting health. Quality, one-on-one relation-
ships that provide young people with caring 
role models for future success have profound, 
life-changing potential. Done right, mentoring 
markedly advances youths’ life prospects. A 
widely cited 1995 study by Public/Private Ven-
tures measured the impact of one Big Brothers 
Big Sisters program and found significant ef-
fects in the lives of youth—cutting first-time 
drug use by almost half and first-time alcohol 
use by about a third, reducing school absentee-
ism by half, cutting assaultive behavior by a 
third, improving parental and peer relation-
ships, giving youth greater confidence in their 
school work, and improving academic perform-
ance. 

(2) Purposes 

The purposes of this section are to authorize 
the Secretary—

(A) to make competitive grants to appli-
cants in areas with substantial numbers of 
children of incarcerated parents, to support 
the establishment or expansion and oper-
ation of programs using a network of public 
and private community entities to provide 
mentoring services for children of prisoners; 
and 

(B) to enter into on a competitive basis a 
cooperative agreement to conduct a service 
delivery demonstration project in accord-
ance with the requirements of subsection 
(g). 

(b) Definitions 

In this section: 
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(1) Children of prisoners 

The term ‘‘children of prisoners’’ means 
children one or both of whose parents are in-
carcerated in a Federal, State, or local correc-
tional facility. The term is deemed to include 
children who are in an ongoing mentoring re-
lationship in a program under this section at 
the time of their parents’ release from prison, 
for purposes of continued participation in the 
program. 

(2) Mentoring 

The term ‘‘mentoring’’ means a structured, 
managed program in which children are appro-
priately matched with screened and trained 
adult volunteers for one-on-one relationships, 
involving meetings and activities on a regular 
basis, intended to meet, in part, the child’s 
need for involvement with a caring and sup-
portive adult who provides a positive role 
model. 

(3) Mentoring services 

The term ‘‘mentoring services’’ means those 
services and activities that support a struc-
tured, managed program of mentoring, includ-
ing the management by trained personnel of 
outreach to, and screening of, eligible chil-
dren; outreach to, education and training of, 
and liaison with sponsoring local organiza-
tions; screening and training of adult volun-
teers; matching of children with suitable adult 
volunteer mentors; support and oversight of 
the mentoring relationship; and establishment 
of goals and evaluation of outcomes for 
mentored children. 

(c) Program authorized 

From the amounts appropriated under sub-
section (i) for a fiscal year that remain after ap-
plying subsection (i)(2), the Secretary shall 
make grants under this section for each of fiscal 
years 2007 through 2011 to State or local govern-
ments, tribal governments or tribal consortia, 
faith-based organizations, and community-based 
organizations in areas that have significant 
numbers of children of prisoners and that sub-
mit applications meeting the requirements of 
this section, in amounts that do not exceed 
$5,000,000 per grant. 

(d) Application requirements 

In order to be eligible for a grant under this 
section, the chief executive officer of the appli-
cant must submit to the Secretary an applica-
tion containing the following: 

(1) Program design 

A description of the proposed program, in-
cluding—

(A) a list of local public and private orga-
nizations and entities that will participate 
in the mentoring network; 

(B) the name, description, and qualifica-
tions of the entity that will coordinate and 
oversee the activities of the mentoring net-
work; 

(C) the number of mentor-child matches 
proposed to be established and maintained 
annually under the program; 

(D) such information as the Secretary may 
require concerning the methods to be used 

to recruit, screen support, and oversee indi-
viduals participating as mentors, (which 
methods shall include criminal background 
checks on the individuals), and to evaluate 
outcomes for participating children, includ-
ing information necessary to demonstrate 
compliance with requirements established 
by the Secretary for the program; and 

(E) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

(2) Community consultation; coordination with 
other programs 

A demonstration that, in developing and im-
plementing the program, the applicant will, to 
the extent feasible and appropriate—

(A) consult with public and private com-
munity entities, including religious organi-
zations, and including, as appropriate, In-
dian tribal organizations and urban Indian 
organizations, and with family members of 
potential clients; 

(B) coordinate the programs and activities 
under the program with other Federal, 
State, and local programs serving children 
and youth; and 

(C) consult with appropriate Federal, 
State, and local corrections, workforce de-
velopment, and substance abuse and mental 
health agencies. 

(3) Equal access for local service providers 

An assurance that public and private enti-
ties and community organizations, including 
religious organizations and Indian organiza-
tions, will be eligible to participate on an 
equal basis. 

(4) Records, reports, and audits 

An agreement that the applicant will main-
tain such records, make such reports, and co-
operate with such reviews or audits as the Sec-
retary may find necessary for purposes of 
oversight of project activities and expendi-
tures. 

(5) Evaluation 

An agreement that the applicant will co-
operate fully with the Secretary’s ongoing and 
final evaluation of the program under the 
plan, by means including providing the Sec-
retary access to the program and program-re-
lated records and documents, staff, and grant-
ees receiving funding under the plan. 

(e) Federal share 

(1) In general 

A grant for a program under this section 
shall be available to pay a percentage share of 
the costs of the program up to—

(A) 75 percent for the first and second fis-
cal years for which the grant is awarded; and 

(B) 50 percent for the third and each suc-
ceeding such fiscal years. 

(2) Non-Federal share 

The non-Federal share of the cost of projects 
under this section may be in cash or in kind. 
In determining the amount of the non-Federal 
share, the Secretary may attribute fair mar-
ket value to goods, services, and facilities con-
tributed from non-Federal sources. 

(f) Considerations in awarding grants 

In awarding grants under this section, the Sec-
retary shall take into consideration—
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(1) the qualifications and capacity of appli-
cants and networks of organizations to effec-
tively carry out a mentoring program under 
this section; 

(2) the comparative severity of need for men-
toring services in local areas, taking into con-
sideration data on the numbers of children 
(and in particular of low-income children) 
with an incarcerated parents 1 (or parents) in 
the areas; 

(3) evidence of consultation with existing 
youth and family service programs, as appro-
priate; and 

(4) any other factors the Secretary may 
deem significant with respect to the need for 
or the potential success of carrying out a men-
toring program under this section. 

(g) Service delivery demonstration project 

(1) Purpose; authority to enter into coopera-
tive agreement 

The Secretary shall enter into a cooperative 
agreement with an eligible entity that meets 
the requirements of paragraph (2) for the pur-
pose of requiring the entity to conduct a dem-
onstration project consistent with this sub-
section under which the entity shall—

(A) identify children of prisoners in need of 
mentoring services who have not been 
matched with a mentor by an applicant 
awarded a grant under this section, with a 
priority for identifying children who—

(i) reside in an area not served by a re-
cipient of a grant under this section; 

(ii) reside in an area that has a substan-
tial number of children of prisoners; 

(iii) reside in a rural area; or 
(iv) are Indians;

(B) provide the families of the children so 
identified with—

(i) a voucher for mentoring services that 
meets the requirements of paragraph (5); 
and 

(ii) a list of the providers of mentoring 
services in the area in which the family re-
sides that satisfy the requirements of 
paragraph (6); and

(C) monitor and oversee the delivery of 
mentoring services by providers that accept 
the vouchers. 

(2) Eligible entity 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), an eligible 
entity under this subsection is an organiza-
tion that the Secretary determines, on a 
competitive basis—

(i) has substantial experience—
(I) in working with organizations that 

provide mentoring services for children 
of prisoners; and 

(II) in developing quality standards for 
the identification and assessment of 
mentoring programs for children of pris-
oners; and

(ii) submits an application that satisfies 
the requirements of paragraph (3). 

(B) Limitation 

An organization that provides mentoring 
services may not be an eligible entity for 

purposes of being awarded a cooperative 
agreement under this subsection. 

(3) Application requirements 

To be eligible to be awarded a cooperative 
agreement under this subsection, an entity 
shall submit to the Secretary an application 
that includes the following: 

(A) Qualifications 

Evidence that the entity—
(i) meets the experience requirements of 

paragraph (2)(A)(i); and 
(ii) is able to carry out—

(I) the purposes of this subsection iden-
tified in paragraph (1); and 

(II) the requirements of the coopera-
tive agreement specified in paragraph 
(4). 

(B) Service delivery plan 

(i) Distribution requirements 

Subject to clause (iii), a description of 
the plan of the entity to ensure the dis-
tribution of not less than—

(I) 3,000 vouchers for mentoring serv-
ices in the first year in which the cooper-
ative agreement is in effect with that en-
tity; 

(II) 8,000 vouchers for mentoring serv-
ices in the second year in which the 
agreement is in effect with that entity; 
and 

(III) 13,000 vouchers for mentoring 
services in any subsequent year in which 
the agreement is in effect with that enti-
ty. 

(ii) Satisfaction of priorities 

A description of how the plan will ensure 
the delivery of mentoring services to chil-
dren identified in accordance with the re-
quirements of paragraph (1)(A). 

(iii) Secretarial authority to modify dis-
tribution requirement 

The Secretary may modify the number 
of vouchers specified in subclauses (I) 
through (III) of clause (i) to take into ac-
count the availability of appropriations 
and the need to ensure that the vouchers 
distributed by the entity are for amounts 
that are adequate to ensure the provision 
of mentoring services for a 12-month pe-
riod. 

(C) Collaboration and cooperation 

A description of how the entity will ensure 
collaboration and cooperation with other in-
terested parties, including courts and pris-
ons, with respect to the delivery of men-
toring services under the demonstration 
project. 

(D) Other 

Any other information that the Secretary 
may find necessary to demonstrate the ca-
pacity of the entity to satisfy the require-
ments of this subsection. 

(4) Cooperative agreement requirements 

A cooperative agreement awarded under this 
subsection shall require the eligible entity to 
do the following: 
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(A) Identify quality standards for providers 

To work with the Secretary to identify the 
quality standards that a provider of men-
toring services must meet in order to par-
ticipate in the demonstration project and 
which, at a minimum, shall include criminal 
records checks for individuals who are pro-
spective mentors and shall prohibit approv-
ing any individual to be a mentor if the 
criminal records check of the individual re-
veals a conviction which would prevent the 
individual from being approved as a foster or 
adoptive parent under section 671(a)(20)(A) of 
this title. 

(B) Identify eligible providers 

To identify and compile a list of those pro-
viders of mentoring services in any of the 50 
States or the District of Columbia that meet 
the quality standards identified pursuant to 
subparagraph (A). 

(C) Identify eligible children 

To identify children of prisoners who re-
quire mentoring services, consistent with 
the priorities specified in paragraph (1)(A). 

(D) Monitor and oversee delivery of men-
toring services 

To satisfy specific requirements of the 
Secretary for monitoring and overseeing the 
delivery of mentoring services under the 
demonstration project, which shall include a 
requirement to ensure that providers of 
mentoring services under the project report 
data on the children served and the types of 
mentoring services provided. 

(E) Records, reports, and audits 

To maintain any records, make any re-
ports, and cooperate with any reviews and 
audits that the Secretary determines are 
necessary to oversee the activities of the en-
tity in carrying out the demonstration 
project under this subsection. 

(F) Evaluations 

To cooperate fully with any evaluations of 
the demonstration project, including col-
lecting and monitoring data and providing 
the Secretary or the Secretary’s designee 
with access to records and staff related to 
the conduct of the project. 

(G) Limitation on administrative expendi-
tures 

To ensure that administrative expendi-
tures incurred by the entity in conducting 
the demonstration project with respect to a 
fiscal year do not exceed the amount equal 
to 10 percent of the amount awarded to carry 
out the project for that year. 

(5) Voucher requirements 

A voucher for mentoring services provided 
to the family of a child identified in accord-
ance with paragraph (1)(A) shall meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(A) Total payment amount; 12-month service 
period 

The voucher shall specify the total 
amount to be paid a provider of mentoring 

services for providing the child on whose be-
half the voucher is issued with mentoring 
services for a 12-month period. 

(B) Periodic payments as services provided 

(i) In general 

The voucher shall specify that it may be 
redeemed with the eligible entity by the 
provider accepting the voucher in return 
for agreeing to provide mentoring services 
for the child on whose behalf the voucher 
is issued. 

(ii) Demonstration of the provision of serv-
ices 

A provider that redeems a voucher issued 
by the eligible entity shall receive periodic 
payments from the eligible entity during 
the 12-month period that the voucher is in 
effect upon demonstration of the provision 
of significant services and activities re-
lated to the provision of mentoring serv-
ices to the child on whose behalf the 
voucher is issued. 

(6) Provider requirements 

In order to participate in the demonstration 
project, a provider of mentoring services 
shall—

(A) meet the quality standards identified 
by the eligible entity in accordance with 
paragraph (1); 

(B) agree to accept a voucher meeting the 
requirements of paragraph (5) as payment 
for the provision of mentoring services to a 
child on whose behalf the voucher is issued; 

(C) demonstrate that the provider has the 
capacity, and has or will have nonfederal re-
sources, to continue supporting the provi-
sion of mentoring services to the child on 
whose behalf the voucher is issued, as appro-
priate, after the conclusion of the 12-month 
period during which the voucher is in effect; 
and 

(D) if the provider is a recipient of a grant 
under this section, demonstrate that the 
provider has exhausted its capacity for pro-
viding mentoring services under the grant. 

(7) 3-year period; option for renewal 

(A) In general 

A cooperative agreement awarded under 
this subsection shall be effective for a 3-year 
period. 

(B) Renewal 

The cooperative agreement may be re-
newed for an additional period, not to exceed 
2 years and subject to any conditions that 
the Secretary may specify that are not in-
consistent with the requirements of this sub-
section or subsection (i)(2)(B), if the Sec-
retary determines that the entity has satis-
fied the requirements of the agreement and 
evaluations of the service delivery dem-
onstration project demonstrate that the 
voucher service delivery method is effective 
in providing mentoring services to children 
of prisoners. 

(8) Independent evaluation and report 

(A) In general 

The Secretary shall enter into a contract 
with an independent, private organization to 
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evaluate and prepare a report on the first 2 
fiscal years in which the demonstration 
project is conducted under this subsection. 

(B) Deadline for report 

Not later than 90 days after the end of the 
second fiscal year in which the demonstra-
tion project is conducted under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall submit the re-
port required under subparagraph (A) to the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Fi-
nance of the Senate. The report shall in-
clude—

(i) the number of children as of the end 
of such second fiscal year who received 
vouchers for mentoring services; and 

(ii) any conclusions regarding the use of 
vouchers for the delivery of mentoring 
services for children of prisoners. 

(9) No effect on eligibility for other Federal as-
sistance 

A voucher provided to a family under the 
demonstration project conducted under this 
subsection shall be disregarded for purposes of 
determining the eligibility for, or the amount 
of, any other Federal or federally-supported 
assistance for the family. 

(h) Independent evaluation; reports 

(1) Independent evaluation 

The Secretary shall conduct by grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement an inde-
pendent evaluation of the programs authorized 
under this section, including the service deliv-
ery demonstration project authorized under 
subsection (g). 

(2) Reports 

Not later than 12 months after September 28, 
2006, the Secretary shall submit a report to 
the Congress that includes the following: 

(A) The characteristics of the mentoring 
programs funded under this section. 

(B) The plan for implementation of the 
service delivery demonstration project au-
thorized under subsection (g). 

(C) A description of the outcome-based 
evaluation of the programs authorized under 
this section that the Secretary is conducting 
as of September 28, 2006, and how the evalua-
tion has been expanded to include an evalua-
tion of the demonstration project authorized 
under subsection (g). 

(D) The date on which the Secretary shall 
submit a final report on the evaluation to 
the Congress. 

(i) Authorization of appropriations; reservations 
of certain amounts 

(1) Limitations on authorization of appropria-
tions 

To carry out this section, there are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary such 
sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2007 
through 2011. 

(2) Reservations 

(A) Research, technical assistance, and eval-
uation 

The Secretary shall reserve 4 percent of 
the amount appropriated for each fiscal year 

under paragraph (1) for expenditure by the 
Secretary for research, technical assistance, 
and evaluation related to programs under 
this section. 

(B) Service delivery demonstration project 

(i) In general 

Subject to clause (ii), for purposes of 
awarding a cooperative agreement to con-
duct the service delivery demonstration 
project authorized under subsection (g), 
the Secretary shall reserve not more 
than—

(I) $5,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under paragraph (1) for the first 
fiscal year in which funds are to be 
awarded for the agreement; 

(II) $10,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under paragraph (1) for the sec-
ond fiscal year in which funds are to be 
awarded for the agreement; and 

(III) $15,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under paragraph (1) for the third 
fiscal year in which funds are to be 
awarded for the agreement. 

(ii) Assurance of funding for general pro-
gram grants 

With respect to any fiscal year, no funds 
may be awarded for a cooperative agree-
ment under subsection (g), unless at least 
$25,000,000 of the amount appropriated 
under paragraph (1) for that fiscal year is 
used by the Secretary for making grants 
under this section for that fiscal year. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 439, as added 
Pub. L. 107–133, title I, § 121, Jan. 17, 2002, 115 
Stat. 2419; amended Pub. L. 109–288, § 8, Sept. 28, 
2006, 120 Stat. 1249.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

September 28, 2006, referred to in subsec. (h)(2), was in 
the original ‘‘the date of enactment of this subsection’’ 
and ‘‘that date of enactment’’, which were translated 
as meaning the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109–288, 
which amended subsec. (h) of this section generally, to 
reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 439 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 639 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(2)(A)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘purposes’’ for ‘‘purpose’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(2)(A)(ii)–(iv), sub-
stituted ‘‘Purposes’’ for ‘‘Purpose’’ in heading, sub-
stituted ‘‘The purposes of this section are to authorize 
the Secretary—’’ for ‘‘The purpose of this section is to 
authorize the Secretary’’, designated the remaining 
provisions as subpar. (A), and added subpar. (B). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘(i)’’ for ‘‘(h)’’ and ‘‘(i)(2)’’ for ‘‘(h)(2)’’. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(a)(1), substituted ‘‘2007 through 
2011’’ for ‘‘2002 through 2006’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(1)(B), added subsec. 
(g). Former subsec. (g) redesignated (h). 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(2)(C), amended head-
ing and text of subsec. (h) generally. Prior to amend-
ment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall con-
duct an evaluation of the programs conducted pursuant 
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to this section, and submit to the Congress not later 
than April 15, 2005, a report on the findings of the eval-
uation.’’

Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(1)(A), redesignated subsec. (g) as 
(h). Former subsec. (h) redesignated (i). 

Subsec. (h)(1). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(a)(2)(A), added par. 
(1) and struck out heading and text of former par. (1). 
Text read as follows: ‘‘There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out this section $67,000,000 for each 
of fiscal years 2002 and 2003, and such sums as may be 
necessary for each succeeding fiscal year.’’

Subsec. (h)(2). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(a)(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘4 percent’’ for ‘‘2.5 percent’’. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(2)(D)(i), substituted 
‘‘reservations’’ for ‘‘reservation’’ in heading. 

Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(1)(A), redesignated subsec. (h) as 
(i). 

Subsec. (i)(2). Pub. L. 109–288, § 8(b)(2)(D)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Reservations’’ for ‘‘Reservation’’ in heading, 
designated existing provisions as subpar. (A), inserted 
heading, and added subpar. (B).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–288 effective Oct. 1, 2006, 
and applicable to payments under this part and part E 
of this subchapter for calendar quarters beginning on 
or after such date, without regard to whether imple-
menting regulations have been promulgated, and with 
delay permitted if State legislation is required to meet 
additional requirements, see section 12(a), (b) of Pub. L. 
109–288, set out as a note under section 621 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 17, 2002, with delay permitted if 
State legislation is required, see section 301 of Pub. L. 
107–133, set out as an Effective Date of 2002 Amendment 
note under section 629 of this title.

SUBPART 3—COMMON PROVISIONS 

§ 629m. Data exchange standards for improved 
interoperability 

(a) Designation 

The Secretary shall, in consultation with an 
interagency work group established by the Of-
fice of Management and Budget and considering 
State government perspectives, by rule, des-
ignate data exchange standards to govern, under 
this part and part E—

(1) necessary categories of information that 
State agencies operating programs under 
State plans approved under this part are re-
quired under applicable Federal law to elec-
tronically exchange with another State agen-
cy; and 

(2) Federal reporting and data exchange re-
quired under applicable Federal law. 

(b) Requirements 

The data exchange standards required by para-
graph (1) shall, to the extent practicable—

(1) incorporate a widely accepted, non-pro-
prietary, searchable, computer-readable for-
mat, such as the Extensible Markup Lan-
guage; 

(2) contain interoperable standards devel-
oped and maintained by intergovernmental 
partnerships, such as the National Informa-
tion Exchange Model; 

(3) incorporate interoperable standards de-
veloped and maintained by Federal entities 
with authority over contracting and financial 
assistance; 

(4) be consistent with and implement appli-
cable accounting principles; 

(5) be implemented in a manner that is cost-
effective and improves program efficiency and 
effectiveness; and 

(6) be capable of being continually upgraded 
as necessary. 

(c) Rule of construction 

Nothing in this subsection 1 shall be construed 
to require a change to existing data exchange 
standards found to be effective and efficient. 

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 440, as added 
Pub. L. 112–34, title I, § 105(a), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 
Stat. 376; amended Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, title 
VII, § 50771(a), Feb. 9, 2018, 132 Stat. 267.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 440 of act Aug. 14, 1935, was classified 
to section 640 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
100–485. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–123 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section required Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to designate standard data ele-
ments for any category of information required to be 
reported under this part and designate data reporting 
standards to govern the reporting required under this 
part.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 112–34, title I, § 105(b), Sept. 30, 2011, 125 Stat. 
377, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by sub-
section (a) [enacting this section] shall take effect on 
October 1, 2012, and shall apply with respect to informa-
tion required to be reported on or after such date.’’

REGULATION 

Pub. L. 115–123, div. E, title VII, § 50771(b), Feb. 9, 2018, 
132 Stat. 268, provided that: ‘‘Not later than the date 
that is 24 months after the date of the enactment of 
this section [Feb. 9, 2018], the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall issue a proposed rule that—

‘‘(1) identifies federally required data exchanges, in-
clude [sic] specification and timing of exchanges to 
be standardized, and address [sic] the factors used in 
determining whether and when to standardize data 
exchanges; and 

‘‘(2) specifies State implementation options and de-
scribes future milestones.’’

PART C—WORK INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR RECIPI-
ENTS OF AID UNDER STATE PLAN APPROVED 
UNDER PART A 

§§ 630 to 632. Repealed. Pub. L. 100–485, title II, 
§ 202(a), Oct. 13, 1988, 102 Stat. 2377

Section 630, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 430, as 
added Jan. 2, 1968, Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 204(a), 81 
Stat. 884; amended Dec. 28, 1971, Pub. L. 92–223, § 3(b)(1), 
85 Stat. 805, provided statement of purpose for work in-
centive program for recipients of aid under State plan 
approved under part A. 

Section 631, act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, § 431, as 
added Jan. 2, 1968, Pub. L. 90–248, title II, § 204(a), 81 
Stat. 884; amended Dec. 28, 1971, Pub. L. 92–223, § 3(b)(2), 
85 Stat. 805; July 18, 1984, Pub. L. 98–369, div. B, title VI, 
§ 2663(j)(2)(B)(ii), 98 Stat. 1170, authorized appropria-
tions. 
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